
 

   

 

 

 
 

 
       29th November 2020 (Year B)   

 

 
 

First Sunday of Advent 
 

The Season of Advent 
The great spiritual writer Thomas Merton once wrote that “the Advent 
mystery is the beginning of the end in all of us, that is not yet Christ”. As 
this new Liturgical season and year begins, Christians are invited again to 
examine their lives and reflect on how they might become more Christ-like 
and selfless. This presents a great challenge in a society that encourages us to 
be overly self-absorbed and to care for ourselves first. An unreflected 
approach to the presumed “busyness” of these days does not help. The 
Gospel is always a call to look outwards and to be Christ for others. 
 

Advent is both a joyful and penitential season of preparation for the Lord’s 
coming. The readings and prayers in the early days of Advent focus our 
attention on the end times and to be ready.  John the Baptist’s call to 
repentance is helpful.  Seeking the grace of God will always keep our minds 
and hearts open to the many ways we can be Christ for others in the 
conversations, decisions and acts of kindness that occur throughout each 
and every day. As a community of faith we often pray, especially in the 
Eucharist, that we live in hope for the day of the Lord’s second coming. We 
can enter into the mystery of that moment if we are open to encountering 
Christ, to the extent of our mercy, compassion and love for others in Christ’s 
name today. Advent calls us to a deeper awareness and response to Christ 
among us now in preparation for the encounter at his second coming. 
 

The joyful aspect of Advent is expressed in the gentle presence of Mary who, 
as the Season comes to a conclusion, takes central place as we are reminded 
of Christ’s first coming among us, made incarnate by the Holy Spirit and 
born of Mary. 
 

“Nesting” is a popular term used for the activities that an expectant mother 
undertakes as she prepares for the birth of her baby. She is not merely 
keeping busy or looking for distractions, rather she is joyfully and perhaps 
with a sense of urgency allowing the natural instincts of motherhood to take 
over. In a sense the season of Advent is the time each year for the Church to 
“nest” as she prepares for the birth of the Lord. 
 

We are fortunate as well, that in the southern hemisphere as the days get 
longer and hotter, we are well advised to slow down, do what is important 
and not underestimate the powerful forces of nature.  Let’s go with the 
slower flow of life and use this necessary slower pace to reflect, to appreciate 
who and what is most important to us and continually look outwards to the 
constant presence of Christ among us. 
 

God bless, 
Fr Kevin

 KEVIN SMITH parish priest  GERRY CROOKS pastoral associate  HELEN PRICE and HELEN COLE parish secretaries  DAMIEN SULLIVAN acting school principal  

 

Please pray for our departed loved 
ones, especially Clare Dugger, 
Maureen Twomey, Anna Harkin, 
Jennifer Tuck, Bill Hanley, Sr Clement 
Baseden SGS  recently deceased 
and also for John Fletcher, Les 
Kamp, Ross Kamp, Gary Fletcher, 
Stan Grzegrzolka, Patrick O’Connell, 
Mary O’Connell, Patricia O’Connell, 
Keith White, Patricia Vieyra, Begley 
and Bourke families, Josefina Torres, 
Leoncio Rodriguez, Cecil Thomson, 
Eileen Thomson, Karen Baker, Mike 
West, Vince Long, deceased family of 
Imelda Khoo, Muriel Jones, Roy Jones 
and Sandra Swales. 

 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

Lord make us turn to you, let us see 
your face and we shall be saved.   

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Word of Justice, Alleluia! 

Come to dwell here. Maranatha 
Word of Mercy, Alleluia! 

Live among us. Maranatha 
 

Isaiah 63:16-17; 64:1, 3-8        
1 Corinthians 1:3-9       Mark 13:33-37 

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners who have 
walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of 
years.  We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual 
attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander peoples to this country and commit 
ourselves to the ongoing journey of reconciliation. 

 



 Please remember the sick in your prayers – 
Veronica Corcoran, Mal Thomson, Patricia 
Desbrow, Carmen Turner, Jan Low, Rob Stonier, 
Monica Marron, Harold O’Connell, Pat Dugger, 
Brian and Catherine Kearney. 

 

DATE CLAIMERS 2020 
Monday 30 November Advent Reflection Group 
 10am in the parish hall 
Thursday 3 December Liturgy Committee meet at 7pm 
Friday 4 December End of School Year 
 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO SUPPORT YOUR PARISH  

 use the Giving App http://parishgiving.brisbanecatholic.org.au 
 Drop off your donation - parish office or via our locked 

letterbox at the end of the driveway or In the collection boxes 
at the Church doors. 

 Give via direct debit or your Credit Card - please call the 
parish office or you can find a form on the website (Quick Links) 

 Direct deposit donation to our bank account - 
BSB – 064 786   A/C - 006 031 500 (Ref: surname) 

 

PLEASE NOTE CHANGE TO MASS BOOKINGS 

WE ARE GOING ONLINE 
Please book for next weekend Masses via this link. 

https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing?eid=686140&embed=true 

 

 

Christmas Masses are very popular, 

it is important for you to register for your preferred Mass. 

https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing?embed&eid=686100  
 

 

 6pm Christmas Eve Mass will be in the School Hall 

 8pm Christmas Eve Mass will be in the Church 

 7:30am Christmas Day Mass will be in the Church 

 9:30am Christmas Day Mass will be in the Church 
 

Use of hand sanitiser on entry is still required  

Physical distancing measures have been relaxed with every 
pew available for use.  

If you do not have access to the internet, contact the Parish 
Office to register.   

 

 
 

Christmas Masses 
Thursday - Christmas Eve (24 December 2020) 

6pm (SCHOOL HALL) and 8pm (CHURCH) 

Friday - Christmas Day (25 December 2020) 

7.30am and 9.30am Mass 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

CHECK OUT THE PARISH WEBSITE 

www.bulimbacatholic.com 
      GET THE PARISH NEWSLETTER ONLINE

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR CHRISTMAS – with Christmas 
occurring on a Friday this year, we require volunteers across 
the following ministries –  

 Marshalling,  

 Communion Ministers,  

 Readers,  

 Sacristans,  

 Altar servers,  

 Collectors at the door (holding the donation boxes)   

A roster will be available at the back of the church to register 
your name across the required ministry.  Or you may prefer to 
contact with the parish office to volunteer for your preferred 
Mass. THIS WILL BE A BIG JOB, PLEASE CONSIDER 
DONATING YOUR TIME AND TALENTS. Thank You. 
 

SUPPORT FOR REFUGEE FAMILY – There has been a 
wonderful response to date from parishioners in support of the 
Dayri family, refugees from Lebanon, whom the parish has 
made a commitment to support.  Thank you for your 
contributions to date.  Please keep this up if you can.  The hope 
you are providing for this family is very much appreciated.        
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL GIFTING TREE – You 
still have time to contribute! Like many things 
for the year of 2020, the St Vincent de Paul 
Christmas appeal will look a bit different this year. 
Instead of collecting physical gifts and food 
items, and to keep our volunteers COVID safe, 
we would be grateful for Coles/Woolworths gift 
cards as a substitute for our usual food hampers, plus Kmart, 
Target or Big W gift cards in lieu of toys. If you would like to 
contribute, please select a tag off the tree this weekend and 
return direct to the parish office by Monday 7 December.  If 
you are unable to make it to the parish office during opening 
times, your cash donations are welcome via direct deposit as 
follows – SVDP Bulimba BSB 06786 (CBA) A/C 100026603. 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR WONDERFUL SUPPORT! 
 

ADVENT REFLECTION GROUP- Our Pastoral Associate, 
Gerry, will be conducting an Advent Reflection/Prayer Group in 
the Parish Hall from 10am-11am on each Monday morning 
during Advent, commencing on Monday, 30 November.  If you 
would like to join in, please contact the Parish 
Office.  Participants will receive a free copy of the beautiful little 
booklet ‘ADORE – Advent and Christmas Daily Reflections’.   
 

ADORE – ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS DAILY 
REFLECTIONS - The Diocese of Wollongong 
has produced a booklet entitled ADORE which 
contains daily reflections for each day during the 
Advent and Christmas Seasons up until 10 
January.  Each reflection takes as its theme the 
readings of the day.  If parishioners would like to 
purchase a copy, the booklet is available from 
the Parish Office for the nominal cost of $3.     

 

SONGS OF ADVENT JOY - each Thursday in December 
commencing at 7:30pm the Cathedral of St Stephen will again 
be filled with sound to celebrate the Season of Advent.  Come 
and explore hymns, prayers and motets rejoicing in the coming 
of Christ at Christmas, all led by the Cathedral Schola. Entry is 
by donation, with all money raised supporting the Cathedral 
Music program. Registration is via the Cathedral website: 
https://www.cathedralofststephen.org.au/christmas.html  
 

A sense of humour is a gift from God. Laughter unites us!   

The local newscaster was with the crowd of parade watchers, 
welcoming Santa as he arrived in town.  The interviewer asked a 
four year old girl if she had talked with this Santa yet to give him 
her Christmas list.  “No” she replied.  “Are you going to talk with 
Santa?” the man asked.  “NO” once again was the most definite 
answer which wasn’t the reaction he was expecting.  “Why?” he 
asked curiously.  “Because the real Santa is at the mall!”

http://parishgiving.brisbanecatholic.org.au/
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing?eid=686140&embed=true
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing?embed&eid=686100
http://www.bulimbacatholic.com/


                      Liturgy this Week   30 November – 6 December 2020
 

MONDAY - St Andrew - 

TUESDAY -  - 

WEDNESDAY -  - 

THURSDAY - St Francis Xavier - 

FRIDAY 8:00am  Mass followed by Adoration and Benediction 

SATURDAY 9:00am  Mass  

SUNDAY  6:00pm (Saturday); 8:00am; 5:30pm 
Mass: Second Sunday of Advent 
No Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

  Readings – Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11     2 Peter 3:8-14      Mark 1:1-8 

OTHER LITURGY AND PRAYER 

RECONCILIATION Saturday at 9:30am and 5:00pm 

ROSARY/ANGELUS  Saturday before the 9:00am Mass 

ENTRANCE HYMN 

 COME LORD JESUS 
Maranatha! Come Lord Jesus.  
Maranatha! God with us. 
Maranatha! Come Lord Jesus.  

Come Emmanuel, come Emmanuel.  
 

You are light within our darkness:  
Maranatha! God with us. 
You are light throughout your kingdom:  
Come Emmanuel, come Emmanuel. 
 

Son of God, show us your mercy: 
Maranatha! God with us. 
Son of Mary, hold us closely: 
Come Emmanuel, come Emmanuel. 
 

Text and music: Chris de Silva © 2012 by GIA Publications, Inc.  
All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-621195 

 

PENITENTIAL ACT 

I confess to almighty God and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I 
have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my words, in what I have 
done and in what I have failed to do, through my fault, through my 
fault, through my most grievous fault; therefore I ask blessed Mary 
ever-Virgin, all the Angels and Saints, and you, my brothers and 
sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
  

CREED   

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all things visible and invisible. I believe in one Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all 
ages. God from god, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all 
things were made. For us men and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin 
Mary, and became man. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose again 
on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his 
kingdom will have no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with 
the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic 
Church. I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look 
forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to 
come.  Amen. 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION    

We proclaim your death, O Lord, and profess your 
resurrection, until you come again. 

 
COMMUNION HYMN    

A TRUSTING PSALM  
 

CHORUS 

Lord, let your mercy be on us 
As we place our trust in you. 
 

The word of the Lord is faithfulness and love. 
His love can never be measured. 
His beauty is like nothing we have ever seen, 
So let us place our trust in him. 
 

The word of the Lord means a patient, gentle God. 
His love can never grow weary. 
His mercy is as though our sins have never been, 
If we can place our trust in him. 
 

The word of the Lord is fire burning strong. 
His love can never grow weary. 
He will seek and save the lost until we all return, 
So let us place our trust in him. 

 

© 1989 Kevin Bates SM, Marist Fathers, PO Box 167, Corrimal NSW Australia.    
All rights reserved. Used with permission ONE LICENCE #A-621195 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN     

THIS DAY WAS MADE BY THE LORD 
 

CHORUS 

This day was made by the Lord,  
let us rejoice, let us be glad. 
This day was made by the Lord,  
let us rejoice in salvation! 
 
Your hand raised me up in triumph,  
You have given me life.  You have given me life.   
I will proclaim the wonders you do! 
 
You are my strength and my Saviour,  
You have given me life.  You have given me life.   
I will proclaim the wonders you do! 
 

 

© 1988, 1989, 1990 Christopher Walker.  Published by OCP Publications.   
All rights reserved.  Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-621195 

 

 
Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © 2010, International Commission on 

English in the Liturgy (ICEL).  Used with permission.  All rights reserved. 
 



 


