24th May 2020 (Year A)
 TOM ELICH parish priest  GERRY CROOKS pastoral associate  HELEN PRICE and HELEN COLE parish secretaries  ANN-MAREE NICHOLLS SGS school principal 

The Ascension of the Lord

TIME TO SAY GOODBYE

Most people would know the wonderful song by Andrea Bocelli, Time to
Say Goodbye. He sings it mostly in Italian. There is however a peculiarity
with the lyrics. The Italian phrase Con Te Partirò, given in English as ‘time
to say goodbye’, actually means ‘I’ll go with you’. That makes it the perfect
song for the solemn feast of the Ascension.
The chronology is inconsistent across the gospel accounts, but in Luke’s
narrative, the disciples have had a reprieve after Jesus’ death and
resurrection. For forty days, Jesus is often seen with his disciples. But now
it is ‘time to say goodbye’. He takes them outside and tells them ‘con te
partirò’, “I go with you always; yes, to the end of time” and he is taken from
their sight. His words assuring them of a continued presence will be
fulfilled ten days later, on Pentecost, the fiftieth day, when the Holy Spirit
descends upon the first group of believers. Christ is with us in Spirit.
For us too, ‘goodbye’ is a way of affirming our shared history and all that
we mean to one another. So this week, after a couple of months of spending
a lot of time together as a family, people are beginning to go about their
work and study again. In a major change of rhythm, each morning this
week, more children will say goodbye to their parents and head off to be
with their classmates at school. Like the disciples, there are mixed emotions
of joy and sadness.
Most people in the parish know by now that my own time to say goodbye
at Bulimba is fast approaching – the end of June. With ongoing limitations
on the size of gatherings, this will be a quiet transition. But later in the year,
we will certainly schedule a more fulsome occasion when we can celebrate
all that we have meant to one another over the last 14½ years. The
wonderful experience of being here with you will go with me always.
This week we have had confirmed another goodbye. We
knew that Ann-Maree Nicholls SGS, school principal, was due
to finish at the end of the school year. Now it is confirmed
that she has been seconded to work with Brisbane Catholic
Education in the School Improvement Unit in the second
semester. So she too is finishing up at Sts Peter and Paul at
the end of June. While technically she remains principal till the end of the
year, Damien Sullivan is being appointed acting principal for second half of
the year and a new principal will be appointed in 2021.

Please pray for our departed
loved ones, especially Tom Killian,
Caroline McNamee, Sr Patrica
Comerford SGS, Mary Miller, Sr
Janet Colbourne SGS, Felino
Zamora recently deceased and
also for John Fletcher, Gary
Fletcher, Patrick O’Connell, Patricia
O’Connell, Mary O’Connell, Annie
Saunders, Vince Long, Patrick
Long, Eve Long, Arthur Wilson and
Mavis Wilson, Ludovico Adraincem,
Clarita Adraincem and Alf Garrone.
Please remember the
sick in your prayers –
James
Bates,
Anita
Xavier, Jan Low (nee Stefano),
Carmen Turner, Rob Stonier,
Marlyn and John Chester, Maureen
O’Connor, John Clarke, Anna
Harkin, Yvonne Reich and Jennifer
Tuck (nee Moss).

I would like to pay tribute to Ann-Maree and her visionary leadership of the school over the last 13½ years. It has
been a period of growth – in buildings, in the number of students, and in the educational competency of the staff.
I acknowledge the friendship that has grown out of our collaboration. Indeed, one of the achievements in the
community of Sts Peter and Paul over the last decade has been a harmony and working together between the
school and church sides. This has been terrific and is certainly not to be taken for granted. To all the school families
who have been part of this journey, thank you. Now, as Pentecost approaches, we pray that the Holy Spirit will
guide the whole Bulimba community of Sts Peter and Paul in the next phase of our exciting journey to the Kingdom
of God.
Best wishes

Tom Elich
Parish Priest
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

COME, CELEBRATE EUCHARIST AGAIN!
Things change quickly. A week ago we were told we could open the churches but not
celebrate Mass.
This week the diocese has said we can celebrate Mass again, but under very strict limitations.
There can only be 10 of us present in the church, keeping correct social distance. We need to
know who is there. Hands must be sanitised on entry and exit.
Stage two from 12 June will allow 20 people to be present under the same conditions.
How do we organise this?





From Wednesday this week, we will reinstate the normal parish Mass schedule:
Wednesday 7pm; Friday 8am (with adoration); Saturday 9am; Saturday 6pm; Sunday 8am;
Sunday 5.30pm.
The church will be sanitised after each Mass.
All Catholics are still dispensed from their Sunday obligation.
The Masses, even the three Sunday Masses, will be simple, without music.
From Monday morning, you will need to ring or call into the parish office to book a place for
one Mass between now and 12 June. The parish will make a list of names (including
children) and once the ten names are received for a particular Mass time slot, attendance at
that Mass is closed. No one can just turn up without a booking. No one can book more than
one Mass in the next three weeks. First in best dressed.
Round two will be launched in stage two. It is horrible to be so restrictive on who can be
present, but it is better than nothing. After our Eucharistic fast of the last six weeks, give us a
call to book a time and come to Mass and communion. We can cater for 140 people in the
coming weeks.

Please continue to use the Sunday Readings and
Family Prayer with your family at home. Read the
texts aloud, talk about them and pray together.
Other suggestions:
• Watch Mass online – www.archbne.org/bzw
(12:30pm weekdays, 8am and 10am Sundays)
• Read the latest news on parishioner Izzy Hollewand
and the S.U.P.P initiative: FRONT PAGE in this week’s
“The Catholic Leader” – www.catholicleader.com.au

LITURGY 25 May – 31 May 2020
Monday 25 May – Our Lady, Help of Christians

Pentecost Sunday
Readings – Acts 2:-1-11 1 Corinthians 12:3-7, 12-13 John 20:19-23

YOUR PARISH is here to support you. The office will
remain open five mornings per week. Please note next
TUESDAY we will not be open. If the office is unattended
when you call, please leave a message for us and we will
make contact as soon as possible.
A NEW WAY TO CONTRIBUTE
The collection basket is unlikely to return to the church in
the next year. There is now a way to support the parish:
use the New Diocesan App.

http://parishgiving.brisbanecatholic.org.au
You can still contribute in other ways:
 Drop off your donation - parish office or via our
locked letterbox at the end of the driveway.
 Give via direct debit - please call the parish office
and we can email a form or you can find it on the
parish website under Quick Links – Contribute to
parish
 Credit card donation - (per above)
 Direct deposit donation to our bank account
BSB – 064 786 A/C - 006 031 500
(Ref: surname)
THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE PARISH

A sense of humour is a gift from God. Laughter unites us.

S.U.P.P. Step Up Parish Project Celebrates!

We are halfway to our goal already.
Thank you for stepping up in numbers and
donating to our parish's key Social Justice initiative
for 2020. This essentially means we will be able to
move forward with one application.
We are imagining what we can do together… A
gentle reminder that our goal is to sponsor two
stateless, Iranian Kurdish men who today are in
community detention in Victoria. Collectively
with our partner community of Swift Current,
Saskatchewan, Canada, who have separately
raised A$14,000 we are at A$32,480 or C$29,500,
which is around 73% of the way there.
Let’s not stop now but continue to step up as our
initiative continues to move forward, even during
these difficult times.
Explore the dedicated place on the parish website.
See the progress, talk to family, friends and
colleagues. Find out more information, view
videos and be inspired.

CAN YOU MAKE A DONATION TO
SUPPORT OUR Step Up Parish Project?
Add to our growing total of over $18 500.00 by
DONATING NOW.

There are two ways to give:
1. DIRECT DEPOSIT (preferred)
Account Name: Refugee Support
BSB: 064 786 A/C 100026385
(please use your name as reference)
2. CASH or CHEQUE (direct to parish office)
Please identify as ‘REFUGEE SUPPORT’
and use your name as reference.
POSITION VACANT: St John Vianney’s Manly parish invites
applications for the part-time position of parish secretary over 3-4
days per week.
To apply for this position, please visit
https://clientapps.jobadder.com/68451/aob-internal-careeropportunities/139287/parish-secretary and apply through the
provided links. Applications close Friday 29 May 2020.
The Archdiocese of Brisbane has standards of conduct for workers to maintain
a safe and healthy environment for children. Our commitment to these
standards requires that we conduct working with children checks and
background referencing for all persons who will engage in direct and regular
involvement with children and young people (0-18 years) and / or vulnerable
adults. The organisation is fully committed to child safety and has a zero
tolerance.

LOURDES HILL COLLEGE are currently accepting enrolments
for 2024 Year 7 Students (current Year 3). Enrol now at
lhc.qld.edu.au
Pope Francis has invited us to participate in Laudato Si’ Week
from May 16-24 this year. Join the worldwide day of prayer
on May 24 (attached) To watch a video message from Pope
Francis, click here.

