17th May 2020 (Year A)

 TOM ELICH parish priest  GERRY CROOKS pastoral associate  HELEN PRICE and HELEN COLE parish secretaries  ANN-MAREE NICHOLLS SGS school principal 

Sixth Sunday of Easter

WHERE TO NEXT?

Today’s gospel sees Jesus preparing for change. His talk takes place
at the Last Supper and is an intimate farewell message for his
disciples. He didn’t know exactly what was going to happen, but he
could see the writing on the wall. He gives a reassuring message that
God’s Spirit would be with them in an uncertain future to give them
strength and guidance.
We are also at a threshold of change. The lockdown happened with
surprising speed. The opening up will take place much more slowly
and in small steps. From this weekend, we can have up to 10 people

Please pray for our departed
loved ones, especially Tom Killian,
Sr Patrica Comerford SGS, Mary
Miller, Sr Janet Colbourne SGS,
Peter Perring and Felino Zamora

recently deceased and also for

in the church. In a month it will be 20 and then in July 100.
Palm Sunday at St Peter’s Basilica, Rome.
Maybe this works in cafes but it is difficult in churches. How do we
decide who can come and who can’t? Do we need a booking system?
…but then that presumes there is someone at the door to check
names. Once we’re in the church, what will the rules be? Obviously
everyone will need to use hand sanitiser before and after. Do we
mark seats where people can sit? Will people have to wear masks?
Probably the church will need to be cleaned after each Mass. Holy

Colin McMahon, John Fletcher, Gary
Fletcher, Patrick O’Connell, Patricia
O’Connell, Mary O’Connell, Ross
Saffiotti, the Jarrett family, Aunty
Joan Hendriks, Annie Saunders,
Vince Long, Patrick Long, Eve Long,
Arthur Wilson and Mavis Wilson.

Please remember the
sick in your prayers –
James Bates, Jan Low
(nee Stefano), Carmen
Turner, Rob Stonier, Marlyn and John
Chester, Maureen O’Connor, John
Clarke, Anna Harkin, Yvonne Reich,
Jennifer Tuck (nee Moss), Oliver Zhu.

water and the collection basket will not reappear for some time.
It would be great if we could have a big ‘normal’ full-scale celebration of Masses to welcome everyone
back. But this is not going to happen. It will require patience and understanding to work our way
back.
However, even with the limit of 10 people in the church, things can start up gradually. The gate at the
back of the church also allows people to make a visit at any time of the day or night. In addition,
starting from this week, the church will be open for private prayer Monday, Wednesday and Friday
between 8am and 9am. You will need to record your name and phone number, and use hand sanitiser
at the door. Limit of 10 people only. This will enable us to gauge interest and to adapt as time goes on.
In particular, the hour on Friday will include adoration of the Blessed Sacrament as we have been
accustomed to do in the parish.
In June, we are hoping to have meetings of the Parish Pastoral Council, Parish Finance Council and the
Liturgy Committee to plan for the opening up of parish life and worship and the coming of a new
parish priest.
Finally, we are at last in a position to complete the first reconciliation of those children who completed
their preparation before Easter. This introduction to the sacrament of individual reconciliation will
take place at staggered times in the week beginning 8 June. The parish office will communicate with
the families involved.
Pray for the guidance of the Holy Spirit as we move towards Ascension and Pentecost and begin the
delicate work of ‘getting back to normal’.
With best wishes

Tom Elich
Parish Priest

EASING THE LOCKDOWN
• We cannot yet celebrate Mass in the church, but the
church will be open for private prayer.
This week Monday, Wednesday, Friday 8am-9am.
• Friday will include adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.
• Limit of 10 people, who need to record their name and
phone number and use hand sanitiser.
Meanwhile, continue to use the Sunday Readings
and Family Prayer with your family at home. Read
the texts aloud, talk about them and pray together.
Other suggestions:
• Watch Mass online – www.archbne.org/bzw
(12:30pm weekdays, 8am and 10am Sundays)
• Read the latest news from “The Catholic Leader” –
www.catholicleader.com.au
• Background reading: LITed from Liturgy Brisbane
https://litedliturgybrisbane.weebly.com/.

LITURGY 18 May – 24 May 2020
Wednesday 20 May – St Bernardine
Thursday 21 May – St Christopher Magallanes
Friday 22 May – St Rita of Cascia

The ASCENSION of the LORD
Readings – Acts 1:-11 Ephesians 1:17-23 Matthew 28:16-20

YOUR PARISH is here to support you. The office will
remain open five mornings per week. Please note for the
next couple of TUESDAYS we will not be open. If the
office is unattended when you call, please leave a
message for us and we will make contact as soon as
possible.
VOLUNTEERS MISSED, BUT CONTRIBUTION VALUED:
This week is National Volunteer Week. Right now, some of
you are courageously serving our community from the
frontline. Some of you have adapted the way you work and
communicate and are helping people from your own home.
And many of you are standing ready to resume your vital
role when life returns to normal. THANK YOU for your
commitment to seeing us through, in whatever way you can.
A sense of humour is a gift from God. Laughter unites us.

S.U.P.P. Step Up Parish Project
Over the last few weeks, S.U.P.P. has gone
from an idea, which was supported
enthusiastically by the parish, to a real and
immediate need. This week saw the official
financial launch of the project and we are now
hoping the parish can commit to resettling two
Iranian Kurdish refugees in Canada. With two
application slots available in the sponsorship
scheme, our aim is to raise the approximately
$31,000 needed. $16,510 has already been
donated. By stepping up NOW, we can make
a difference to these men’s lives.

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP?
There are two ways to give:
1. DIRECT DEPOSIT (preferred)
Account Name: Refugee Support
BSB: 064 786 A/C 100026385
(please use your name as reference)
2. CASH or CHEQUE (direct to parish office)
Please identify as ‘REFUGEE SUPPORT’
and use your name as reference.
Please look at the website moving forward to
see how we are reaching our goal!
A NEW WAY TO CONTRIBUTE
The collection basket is unlikely to return to the church
in the next year. There is now a way to support the
parish: use the New Diocesan App.

http://parishgiving.brisbanecatholic.org.au

You can still contribute in other ways:
 Drop off your donation - parish office or via
our locked letterbox at the end of the
driveway.
 Give via direct debit - please call the parish
office and we can email a form or you can find
it on the parish website under Quick Links –
Contribute to parish
 Credit card donation - (per above)
 Direct deposit donation to our bank account
BSB – 064 786 A/C - 006 031 500
(Ref: surname)
THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE PARISH
_________________________________________________
CHECK OUT THE PARISH WEBSITE

www.bulimbacatholic.com
GET THE PARISH NEWSLETTER ONLINE

School newsletter: www.stspp.qld.edu.au

