
 

   

 

 
 

 
 

             10th May 2020 (Year A)   
 

 
 

 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
EUCHARISTIC FASTING 
 

A priest I know from Geraldton in WA was telling me of an 1100 km 
round trip he does sometimes to celebrate Mass in the remote towns 
of Mt Magnet, Cue and Meekatharra.  Further out are the towns of 
Leinster, Leonora and Laverton – that is an 1800 km round trip.  As 
far as possible, the priest makes these trips once a month to celebrate 
Masses for very small numbers of people.  In colonial times, a visit 
from the priest who would celebrate the sacraments was perhaps an 
annual or biannual event. 
 

Recently in Rome, there was the special Synod on the Amazon.  
Again one of the biggest issues raised was the isolation of the people 
and their very limited access to Eucharist.  For us in cities on the east 
coast, our lockdown and the Eucharistic fast are unique experiences.  
It is difficult.  We all miss the gathering of the community which 
celebrates Eucharist; we are hungry for our sacramental nourishment.  
We are missing the presence of Christ so palpable when the Church 
(the Body of Christ) gathers, when the Scriptures are proclaimed in 
our midst, and when we receive Holy Communion together at the 
altar.    
 

Our experience of reading the scriptures and praying privately at 
home on Sundays puts us into solidarity with deprived communities 
around the world... not just solidarity with other churches around the 
world in lockdown during the coronavirus pandemic, but with 
churches for whom this is a much more regular and common 
experience.  Indeed, it gives us an insight into the faith of our 
ancestors in Australia who maintained the Catholic tradition without 
the benefit of contact with the Church. 
 

For the pioneering families on the land, it was frequently the family 
rosary which sustained their faith.  The rosary is a prayer which has 
lost some of its appeal in recent decades but it has its own power, and 
Pope Francis has recommended it for the month of May.  At first 
sight, the repetition of the Hail Mary seems tedious and mindless.  
Yet it is a complex and beautiful prayer we could well rediscover.  
The beads provide the structure and a physical gesture; the vocalised 

   Please remember the 
    sick in your prayers –  

   James Bates, Jan Low 
    (nee Stefano), Carmen 
Turner, Rob Stonier, Marlyn and John 
Chester, Maureen O’Connor, John 
Clarke, Anna Harkin, Yvonne Reich, 
Jennifer Tuck (nee Moss), Oliver Zhu. 

 

 TOM ELICH parish priest  GERRY CROOKS pastoral associate  HELEN PRICE and HELEN COLE parish secretaries  ANN-MAREE NICHOLLS SGS school principal  

 

Please pray for our departed 
loved ones, especially Tom Killian, 

Sr Patrica Comerford SGS, Mary 
Miller, Sr Janet Colbourne SGS, 
Peter Perring and Felino Zamora 
recently deceased and also for 
Colin McMahon, John Fletcher, Gary 
Fletcher, Patrick O’Connell, Patricia 
O’Connell, Mary O’Connell, Ross 
Saffiotti, the Jarrett family, Aunty 
Joan Hendriks, Annie Saunders, 
Vince Long, Patrick Long, Eve Long, 
Arthur Wilson and Mavis Wilson. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



prayer enables us to pray with others, notably with members of the family.  But the real prayer occurs 
in the space it creates in our minds and hearts.  As we engage our voices and fingers, we are absorbed 
in the love of God, reflecting on the central mysteries of our faith or simple reflecting on all that God 
does in our lives. 
 

As we are forced back on our own prayer resources at home, I hope these weeks will make us reflect 
more deeply on how blessed we are normally to have easy opportunities to come to Sunday Mass.  
What we now miss should speak to us of the joy of belonging and sharing faith, and should stir up in 
us gratitude for the food and drink we share when we receive the Blessed Sacrament. 
 

We wait together for the time when we can meet at the table of the Lord. 
Oh, and Happy Mothers’ Day to all the mums! 
 
With best wishes 

 
 

Parish Priest  
 

 

While restrictions are in place to protect the 
community and prevent the spread of COVID-19, we 
have ideas and ways you can celebrate your faith 
and connect with the Catholic community. 
 

The coronavirus pandemic is a 
“favourable time to rediscover the need 
for prayer in our lives”, Pope Francis 

said.  We encourage you to pray together 
as a family in this time of trial.  The 
Sunday readings are attached with a 

commentary.  Take some time at home to read the 
scriptures aloud and pray together as a family. 
 

Watch Mass online – join us for a live broadcast from St 
Stephen’s Cathedral 12:30pm weekdays, 8am and 10am 
Sundays at www.archbne.org/bzw.  You can also watch an 
earlier Mass recorded on the same website. 

 

The Centre for Multicultural Pastoral Care 
website has a page that lists the Cultural 
Communities in the Brisbane 
Archdiocese that are accessing Mass 
online (local and overseas) because of 
the need for Mass in languages other than 

English (LOTE).  If you know of anyone who would like to 
access Mass online in a language other than English, please 
let them know of these wonderful resources.  Visit  

http://multiculturalcare.org.au/diversity/faith-online/. 
 

Read the latest news from  
“The Catholic Leader” – an 
online edition of the 
newspaper is available 
FREE.  For this opportunity 
to “keep faith”, please see 
www.catholicleader.com.au 

 

We invite you to explore the latest edition of LITed which 
looks ahead to what the Church may look like after 
Coronavirus, and reflects upon how we may have learned 
to see differently.  The current edition is now ready to view 
at https://litedliturgybrisbane.weebly.com/. 
 

PLEASE NOTE ALL PARISH LITURGICAL 
CELEBRATIONS AND OTHER FORTHCOMING 
ACTIVITIES HAVE BEEN CANCELLED. 
 

LITURGY  11 May – 17 May 2020 
 

Thursday 14 May – St Matthias 

SIXTH SUNDAY of EASTER 
Readings – Acts 8:5-8   1 Peter 3:15-18   John 14:15-21 

 

VINNIES: If you or someone you know is in 
trouble, remember that our St Vincent de Paul 
group is still operating.  They can bring a food 
parcel to tide you over.  Please telephone the 
call centre on 3010 1000. 

 

Mother’s Day quotes ……. 

"God could not be everywhere and therefore he made mothers." — Jewish Proverb 

"When you are a mother, you are never really alone in your thoughts. A mother always has to think twice, once for 
herself and once for her child." — Sophia Loren 

"A mother is she who can take the place of all others, but whose place no one else can take." — Cardinal Mermillod 

"The loveliest masterpiece of the heart of God is the heart of a mother." — St Therese of Lisieux 

"All that I am, or ever hope to be, I owe to my angel mother." — Abraham Lincoln 

"There are few things more powerful than the faithful prayers of a righteous mother." — Boyd K. Packer 

“Becoming a mother makes you realise you can do almost anything one-handed.” – Unknown 

"Motherhood: All love begins and ends there." — Robert Browning 

“Being a mum has made me so tired. And so happy.” – Tina Fey 

 

http://www.archbne.org/bzw
http://multiculturalcare.org.au/diversity/faith-online/
http://www.catholicleader.com.au/


YOUR PARISH is here to support 
you.  The office will remain open five 
mornings per week.  We have been 
contacting parishioners to touch base 
and see how they are going.  If you 

hear of parishioners in trouble or know of someone who you 
think would like a telephone call, please let us know. If the 
office is unattended when you call, please leave a message for 
us and we will make contact as soon as possible.  
 

S.U.P.P.  
Step Up Parish Project 

 

Our experience of lock down and social distancing in 
Australia over the past few weeks has been new and 
challenging.  Yet we have been able to enjoy the safety of 
our own home, in the company of our own family, with 
access to almost everything that we require for a pleasant 
life.  Now imagine being in lockdown indefinitely, in a 
primitive refugee camp, with no work and no end in 
sight.  Imagine enduring that for several years!  This is 
the plight of some hundreds of refugees whom Australia 
has detained in Papua New Guinea and Nauru. They 
know real suffering. 

We can be their Good Samaritan and offer them a new life in 
Canada.  Explore the information on the parish website.   

Our goal is to raise AUD $18,500 to liberate one refugee 
from offshore detention.  Can we do this by Refugee Week 
15–21 June 2020?  We already have $8,610 in the account. 

There are two ways to give: 
1. DIRECT DEPOSIT (preferred) 

Account Name: Refugee Support 
BSB: 064 786 A/C 100026385  
(please use your name as reference) 
 

2. CASH or CHEQUE (direct to parish office)  
Please identify as ‘REFUGEE SUPPORT’ and 
use your name as reference. 

 

A sense of humour is a gift from God. Laughter unites us. 
 

 
__________________________________________________________ 

CHECK OUT THE PARISH WEBSITE 

www.bulimbacatholic.com 
GET THE PARISH NEWSLETTER ONLINE 

School newsletter: www.stspp.qld.edu.au 
 

STAY IN TOUCH – We hope you are continuing to call a 
friend each week and are staying busy during the lockdown.   
 

Ideas for maintaining your wellbeing 
 Make regular telephone calls, Face-time or video call 

 Watch movies or footy games together (virtually) 

 Get some sun every day – keep up the vitamin D 

 Stay in touch with work colleagues. Working from 
home could help you stay busy but it is still good to 
be connected to your team. 

 Post highlights of your day to spread the positive. 

 Write a long letter to someone. It is amazing the 
effect it can have on someone lonely.  

 Self-indulge and put on that facemask you have had 
in the bottom drawer or give yourself a pedicure. 

 Haven’t worn it for years? Why not try your hand at 
repurposing and up styling, or package up old items 
for donation to your local charity shop. 

 

Our faith sustains us through challenging 
times. Now, more than ever, your support is 
needed to help our Parish to continue 
valuable pastoral activities and to provide 
ongoing sustainability.  To assist you to support the Parish 
during this time of isolation, here are a couple of ways… 

 Drop off your donation - parish office or via our 
locked letterbox at the end of the driveway. 

 Give via direct debit.  Please call the parish office and 
we can email a form or you can find it on the parish 
website under Quick Links – Contribute to parish 

 Credit card donation. (per above) 

 Direct deposit donation to our bank account -   
BSB – 064 786   A/C - 006 031 500 (Ref: surname) 

 Via the new giving App 

   
http://parishgiving.brisbanecatholic.org.au 

 

Pope phones autistic teen who ‘corrected’ him on Sign 

of Peace - Andrea who is 18, lives in Caravaggio, Italy and 

has autism, had sent a letter to the Pope.  Pope Francis called 

him to answer his letter.  See the full story at the link below - 

https://cruxnow.com/church-in-europe/2020/05/pope-calls-
autistic-teen-who-corrected-him-on-sign-of-peace/ 
 

An unexpected visitor to the Church this week… 

 

http://www.bulimbacatholic.com/
http://www.bulimbacatholic.com/
http://www.stspp.qld.edu.au/
http://parishgiving.brisbanecatholic.org.au/
https://cruxnow.com/church-in-europe/2020/05/pope-calls-autistic-teen-who-corrected-him-on-sign-of-peace/
https://cruxnow.com/church-in-europe/2020/05/pope-calls-autistic-teen-who-corrected-him-on-sign-of-peace/
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/SMnJCP7LpriMvRgtB3_xN?domain=parishgiving.brisbanecatholic.org.au/
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/Ky3uCNLJnphXV8LsrEpGd?domain=apps.apple.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/RGnTCL7Elni4NrqhP75Xm?domain=play.google.com


 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


