
 

   

 

 
 

 

 
            21st June 2020 (Year A)   

 

 
 

 

Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

I GO WITH BLESSINGS 
 

So many people have been saying or writing words of thanks and 
appreciation.  It is wonderful to know that I go from Bulimba with your 
prayers and blessings. 
 

As this new chapter begins for me and for the parish, there is the sadness  
that what we have enjoyed together in the past will be different in the future.  
Yet I go with a song of thanksgiving in my heart.  The community of Sts Peter 
and Paul has given me so much.  I will certainly miss you all.  What a gift this 
decade and a half have been – to share the lives, the grief and the joy of so 
many families.   
 

Children who were toddlers when I arrived are now graduating from school.  
Watching from the sidelines, I can only imagine the joy and pride of their 
parents.  The cheery ‘hello’ calls from the school playground always lift the 
spirits.  What a privilege it has been to baptise so many, and to celebrate 
confirmation, first communion and penance with them.  What a joy to place 
holy communion in their outstretched hands at Sunday Mass.    
 

It has been such an honour to receive the trust of those mourning the death  
of a family member, to stand with them as a representative of the parish 
community, to strengthen them in hope.  How inspiring to visit the elderly 
and infirm to witness their courage and their faithfulness over many years.  
What a great support it has been to know that I have not been alone but have 
always been part of a team who contribute outstanding wisdom and 
professional expertise. 
 

It has been good to be received as part of a community which works together 
in harmony, collaboratively and communally, with people involved in 
liturgical ministry, membership of committees or in leading projects for others. 
It is truly special to be working together for the values of the Gospel of Christ.  
I am most grateful to the parish secretaries, the pastoral associates, the school 
principal… oh, the list could go on and on. 
 

I have just revised these few words and cut out all the exclamation marks.   
I instinctively wanted to put one at the end of nearly every sentence, but of 
course we cannot yield to bad punctuation.  Nevertheless, many exclamation 
marks would have expressed the profound sense of wonderment and joy that  
I have experienced being among you for the last 14½ years.   
 

To you all, THANK YOU. 
Sincerely 

 
 
 

Parish Priest

   Please remember the
    sick in your prayers –  

Bill Hanley, James Bates, 
Rita Mawn, Carmen 
Turner, Jan Low, Marlyn  

and John Chester, Rob Stonier, John 
Clarke, Anna Harkin, Yvonne Reich, 
Monica Marron, Jennifer Tuck. 

 

 TOM ELICH parish priest  GERRY CROOKS pastoral associate  HELEN PRICE and HELEN COLE parish secretaries  ANN-MAREE NICHOLLS SGS school principal  

 

Please pray for our departed loved 
ones, especially Caroline McNamee, 

Sr Margaret Lanigan SGS, Felino 
Zamora, Mary Hooper, Maree 
McCrarran recently deceased and 
also for John Fletcher, Gary Fletcher, 
Guiseppe Saffioti, Francesca Saffioti, 
Ross Saffioti, Jarret Family, Muriel 
Jones, Patrick O’Connell, Patricia 
O’Connell, Mary O’Connell, Keith 
White, deceased members of the 
Begley and Bourke families. 

 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Lord, in your great love, answer me. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia!   

The Spirit of Truth will bear witness 
to me, says the Lord, and you also 

will be my witnesses.  Alleluia! 
 

Jeremiah 20:10-13,   Romans 5:12-15, 
Matthew 10:26-33. 

 



 
 

   
LITURGY  22 June – 28 June 2020 

 
 
 
 

Monday 22 June – Sts John Fisher and Thomas More 

Wednesday 24 June – The Nativity of St John the Baptist   
 

Sunday 28 June  

Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time celebrating 
Feast of Sts Peter and Paul 

 

Readings –  Acts 12:1-11,    2 Timothy 4:6-8,    Matthew 16:13-19. 
 
 

We are celebrating Mass again, but still under very 
strict limitations.  We need to know who is there.  
Hands must be sanitised on entry and exit and we 
must keep correct social distancing. 
 

 Please do not sit in the rows marked with a 
red cross. 

 Please use every second row. 

 A maximum of 3 people in a short pew and  
4 people in the longer pews. 
 

How do we organise this? 
The normal parish Mass schedule is continuing: 
Wednesday 7pm;  
Friday 8am (with adoration);  
Saturday 9am and 6pm; 
Sunday 8am and 5:30pm. 
 

 The Masses, even the three Sunday Masses, 
 will be simple, without singing. 

 The church will be sanitised after each Mass. 

 All Catholics are still dispensed from their 
 Sunday obligation.  

 

NO PARISHIONERS 
ARE TO ENTER 
THE CHURCH OR 
PARISH BUILDINGS 
IF THEY ARE 

SHOWING COLD OR FLU-LIKE SYMPTOMS OR ARE 
SICK.  PLEASE STAY HOME IF YOU ARE UNWELL. 
 

Places are limited.  Please telephone or call into the 
parish office to BOOK A PLACE FOR SUNDAY 
MASS.  The parish will make a list of names (including 
children) and check which Sunday Mass suits your 
family best.  
 

Please continue to use the Sunday Readings and 
Family Prayer with your family at home.  Read the 
texts aloud, talk about them and pray together. 
 

Other suggestions: 
Watch Mass online – www.archbne.org/bzw 
(12:30pm weekdays, 8am and 10am Sundays) 
Read the latest news in this week’s “The Catholic 
Leader” – www.catholicleader.com.au   
 

IGNITE YOUTH - 7pm Friday nights, online. Join us for 
worship, speaker and connections. We'll see you there! Live 
on Facebook and Youtube.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

CHECK OUT THE PARISH WEBSITE 

www.bulimbacatholic.com 
GET THE PARISH NEWSLETTER ONLINE 

 

School newsletter: www.stspp.qld.edu.au 

Sincere thanks to Sts Peter and Paul Primary School for the 
generous use of the electronic sign and its message for 
Refugee Week.     Parish Social Justice Committee 
 

The change that has been happening in 
parishes across Australia and the world as 
a result of COVID-19 has forced us to reflect 
about what is important in our lives and also 
in our Church.  Our Parish Council of Sts 

Peter and Paul seeks your input towards the future hopes 
and directions for our parish.  A simple survey can be found 
at - https://bit.ly/2B80aBQ  There are only four questions 
and it should take no long than five minutes to complete.  
 

YOUR PARISH is here to support you.  The office will 
remain open five mornings per week.  If it is unattended 
when you call, please leave a message for us and we will 
make contact as soon as possible. 
 

A NEW WAY TO CONTRIBUTE The collection basket is 
unlikely to return to the church this year.  There is a new 
way to support the parish: use the New Diocesan App.  It’s 
an easy way to contribute and helps to sustain the parish. 
 

 
http://parishgiving.brisbanecatholic.org.au 
 

 

You can still contribute in other ways: 

 Drop off your donation - parish office or via our locked 
letterbox at the end of the driveway. 

 Give via direct debit - please call the parish office and we 
can email a form or you can find it on the parish website 
under Quick Links 

 Credit card donation - (per above) 

 Direct deposit donation to our bank account  
BSB – 064 786   A/C - 006 031 500  
(Ref: surname) 
 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE PARISH 
 
VOCATION VIEW: have you discovered yet 
that there is more to life than what only material 
things have to offer?  We live in the Spirit.  Only 
in the Lord can we find lasting peace.  Speak the 
Good News.  Pray for Vocations.  To speak to 
someone about your vocation, please contact 
the Vocation Centre by telephoning 3324 3351. 

S.U.P.P.  Step Up Parish Project 
A continued thank you for stepping up and donating to 
the 2020 Parish Social Justice initiative working with 
Ads-Up Canada. The applications for the two refugees 
who are in detention will begin to be processed.  Let’s 
not stop!  Further contributions received will go 
towards supporting another refugee that Ads-Up 
Canada is in the process of identifying.  Our total so far 
for a third refugee is $10,739.00.  Please see more 
information on the parish website and be inspired.  
 

Please continue to add to our growing total by  
DONATING NOW 

There are two ways to give: 

1. DIRECT DEPOSIT (preferred)  
Account Name: Refugee Support 
BSB: 064 786 A/C 100026385  
(please use your name as reference) 

2. CASH or CHEQUE (direct to parish office)  
Please identify as ‘REFUGEE SUPPORT’ 
and use your name as reference. 
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Memory is the path that unites us to God and 

to others 
 

In a recent homily on the Feast of Corpus 

Christi, Pope Francis reflected on the power 

of the Eucharist in our lives: ‘do this in 

memory of me.’  Below are some extracts 

from that homily. 
 

It is vital to remember the good we have received. Without 

memory, we uproot ourselves from the soil that nourishes us 

and allow ourselves to be carried away like leaves in the 
wind. If we do remember, we feel part of a living history, the 

living experience of a people. Memory is not something 

private; it is the path that unites us to God and to others.  
 

But what if the chain of transmission of memories is 
interrupted? And how can we remember what we have 

only heard unless we have also experienced it? God 

knows how difficult it is, so he left us a memorial. He did 
not just leave us words, for it is easy to forget what we 

hear. He did not just leave us the Scriptures, for it is easy 

to forget what we read. He did not just leave us signs, for 
we can forget even what we see. He gave us Food, for it is 

not easy to forget something we have actually tasted. He 
left us Bread in which he is truly present, alive, and true, 

with all the flavour of his love.  

We cannot do without the Eucharist, for it is God’s 
memorial. And it heals our wounded memory. 

 

The Eucharist first heals our ‘orphaned’ memory. Many 
people have memories marked by a lack of affection and 

bitter disappointments caused by those who should have 
given them love and instead orphaned their hearts. God 

can heal these wounds by placing within our memory a 

greater love: his own love. The Eucharist brings us the 

Father’s faithful love, which heals our sense of being 

orphans. It gives us Jesus’ love, which transformed a 
tomb from an end to a beginning, and in the same way, 

can transform our lives. It fills our hearts with the 

consoling love of the Holy Spirit, who never leaves us 
alone and always heals our wounds. 

 

Through the Eucharist, the Lord also heals our ‘negative’ 
memory which drags to the surface things that have gone 

wrong and leaves us with the sorry notion that we are 
useless, that we only make mistakes, that we are ourselves 

a mistake. Jesus comes to tell us that this is not so. Every 

time we receive him, he reminds us that we are precious, 
that we are guests he has invited to his banquet, friends 

with whom he wants to dine. He sees and loves the beauty 

and goodness that we are. This is the strength of the 
Eucharist, which transforms us into bringers of God, 

bringers of joy, not negativity.  
 

Finally, the Eucharist heals our ‘closed’ memory. The 

wounds we keep inside make us fearful and suspicious, 
cynical and indifferent. Jesus approaches us gently, in the 

disarming simplicity of the Host. He comes as Bread 

broken in order to break open the shells of our 
selfishness. He gives of himself in order to teach us that 

only by opening our hearts can we be set free from our 
interior barriers, from the paralysis of the heart.  

 

Dear brothers and sisters, let us never forget: the Mass is 
the Memorial that heals memory, the memory of the heart. 

The Mass is the treasure that should be foremost both in 
the Church and in our lives.  

 
ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT – Friday in 
the sanctuary of the church.  Please join us to pray for families, 
our parish and for peace in the world.  You are welcome to stop 
in for 10 minutes on the way to work or join us for the whole 
time. Prayers, readings and scriptures available.  All welcome. 
 

Our PARISH NEWSLETTER offers Parishioners 
the opportunity of praying for the sick and 
publishing significant events in family life e.g. 
Baptisms, Marriages, and Deaths. Families, who 
would like to take advantage of this, please have 
the details in writing at the Parish office by 9am Thursday. 
 

THE CHURCH IS ACCESSIBLE 24 hours a day.  After 
hours, the back doors are open and the church is secured 
only with the metal grill security doors.  Lights on the 
steps/porch and behind the altar are left on all night.  Pop in 
for a prayer anytime. 
 

COLUMBARIUM The Parish’s Fr Joseph 
Canali Columbarium is a beautiful chapel, a 
worthy memorial for those we love who have 
died.  We invite you to take a copy of the 
brochure about the columbarium from the 
church door.  Any inquiries can be made at the 
parish office.  Memorial plaques for the wall 
can be ordered for those who have been buried elsewhere. 
Copies of the contract are available and niches can be 
purchased in advance.  You can have a permanent place in 
the parish community and its liturgy by having your ashes 
interred in the sacred space of the Columbarium. 

 

NEXT SUNDAY we celebrate OUR 
PATRONAL FEAST - The solemnity of 
Peter and Paul is really the feast of the 
founding Fathers of the Church.  History 
shows that the feast was probably first 
celebrated in Rome in 258 and spread 

rapidly throughout the west, including Africa, as Augustine 
mentions it in several of his sermons.  Many churches were 
built in honour of Peter and Paul in Italy, Spain, and France, 
and later in Canterbury, England.  The high esteem given  
to this feast in Rome is shown by the fact that the Leonine 
Sacramentary from the fifth and sixth centuries contains no 
less than 28 formularies for the Mass.  The pope celebrated 
twice: first in St Peter's Basilica and then at St Paul’s 
Outside the Walls.  Both saints were honoured each time.   
In the seventh century, the feast was divided over two days, 
June 29 for Peter and June 30 for Paul, but the revision of 
the calendar after the Second Vatican Council returned to 
the ancient tradition of one feast on 29 June.  The focus of 
the solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul is not on the two 
individuals but on the mission of Christ to the world.  Peter, 
our leader in the faith, and Paul, its fearless preacher, 
endured all things – even martyrdom – to proclaim Christ’s 
kingdom to all peoples.  Each in his chosen way gathered 
into unity the one family of Christ.  Both shared a martyr's 
death and are praised throughout the world.  In this parish 
we are blessed to have patrons who take us to the very 
centre of the Church’s mission.  We rejoice today at who we 
are here and now, and how we belong to the great sweep  
of the Christian tradition through the ages. 
 

A sense of humour is a gift from God. Laughter unites us 
“Dad, I want to ask you a question,” said little Josh after his first 
day of Sunday School.  “Of course,” said his Dad.  “The teacher 
was reading the Bible, about the Children of Israel building the 
Temple, the Children of Israel crossing the Red Sea, the Children 
of Israel making the sacrifices,” said Josh. 
“So what’s your question?” his Dad asked. 
“Well, didn’t the grown-ups do anything?” 



 


