5th July 2020 (Year A)

 KEVIN SMITH parish priest  GERRY CROOKS pastoral associate  HELEN PRICE and HELEN COLE parish secretaries  DAMIEN SULLIVAN acting school principal 

Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

First impressions are a significant reality for most of us. While we
try not to judge a book by its cover we can quickly get a vibe or
intuit certain feelings and traits and hopefully not be too
judgemental about comparisons that are inevitable. Given all that I
can honestly say my first impressions of Bulimba Parish are all very
positive and I am excited to be here as your Parish Priest. This faith
community obviously takes seriously what it means to welcome, to
include and to worship. These are core values in our Christian
journey and demand that all of us are open to the movement of the
Holy Spirit. My thanks to all for your personal welcome particularly
the Parish staff and the leadership team at Sts Peter and Paul
Primary School. I am also grateful to Fr Tom for his generous, wise
and dedicated priestly service given to you these past 14 years.
I was born in Charleville the second of three sons. I grew up in
Ipswich which is home for many in my extended family and
educated by the Mercy Sisters and Christian Brothers. Ordained in
1986 I have served in the parishes of Stafford, Goodna, Nerang,
Redcliffe, Coolangatta, Caloundra and last year at Clayfield. In
recent years I was also privileged to serve at Holy Spirit Seminary as
I supervised students in their one year pastoral placement. By the
way in 1982 I lived next door at Cannon Hill with Fr Ted Houlihan
for my pastoral placement. The area has changed greatly since then.
I look forward to meeting as many parishioners as possible which
may take a little longer than usual given these unique circumstances
in which we find ourselves.
A significant first impression for me this week has been the number
of people who “climb” Main Avenue while walking or running.
When Murphy the Border Collie and I take on the same challenge I
hope we don’t dishearten the overachievers!!!
We wish Fr Tom well as it is his birthday on the 4th July and the
Broncos play on Saturday afternoon.
God bless,
Fr Kevin.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

I will praise your name for ever, my
king and my God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of
heaven and earth, you have
revealed to little ones the
mysteries of the kingdom.
Alleluia!
Zechariah 9:9-10, Romans 8:9, 11-13,
Matthew 11:25-30

Please pray for our departed
loved ones, especially Felino
Zamora, Mary Hooper, Maree
McCrarran and Coral Price recently
deceased and also for John
Fletcher, Gary Fletcher, Guiseppe
Saffioti, Francesca Saffioti, Ross
Saffioti, Jarrett family, Muriel Jones,
Patrick
O’Connell,
Patricia
O’Connell, Mary O’Connell, Keith
White, deceased members of the
Begley and Bourke families.
Please remember the
sick in your prayers –
Bill Hanley, James Bates,
Rita
Mawn,
Carmen
Turner, Jan Low, Marlyn
and John Chester, Rob Stonier, John
Clarke, Anna Harkin, Yvonne Reich,
Monica Marron, Maureen O’Connor,
Jennifer Tuck, Pat and Clare Dugger.

S.U.P.P. Step Up Parish Project

LITURGY 6 July – 12 July 2020

A continued thank you for stepping up and donating to the
2020 Parish Social Justice initiative working with Ads-Up
Canada. The first applications for the two refugees who are in
detention will begin to be processed. Let’s not stop! Further
contributions received will go towards supporting another
refugee that Ads-Up Canada is in the process of identifying.
Our total so far for a third refugee is $11,959.50. Please see
more information on the parish website and be inspired.

Saturday 11 July – St Benedict

Sunday 12 July
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Readings – Isaiah 55:10-11, Romans 8:18-23, Matthew 13:1-23.

Mass is on again, but still under very strict
limitations and you MUST BOOK A
PLACE with the Parish Office before
attending. We need to know who is there.
Hands must be sanitised on entry and exit
and we must keep correct social distancing.




Please add to our growing total - DONATE NOW
There are two ways to give:

1. DIRECT DEPOSIT (preferred)
Account Name: Refugee Support
BSB: 064 786 A/C 100026385
(please use your name as reference)
2. CASH or CHEQUE (direct to parish office)
Please identify as ‘REFUGEE SUPPORT’ and
use your name as reference.

Please do not sit in the rows marked with a
red cross.
Please use every second row.
A maximum of 3 people in a short pew and
4 people in the longer pews.

Prayer for Reconciliation
God of all creation, as we journey together in this
Great Southern Land, we pray for healing,
forgiveness and unity, creating a path of good will,
with justice and compassion.
Jesus, through the power of your love, you have
given us the courage, wisdom and strength to share
our gifts and talents in humility. In peace and
understanding we reconcile with each other.
Creator Spirit, we come together in prayer and
thanksgiving for the many blessings we have received.
Allow your Spirit to wash over us and give us
strength to walk together as one.

How do we organise this?
Please note the parish Mass schedule for the coming
week continues: Wednesday 7pm; Friday 8am (with
adoration); Saturday 9am and 6pm; Sunday 8am and
5:30pm.

The Masses will be simple, without singing.

The church will be sanitised after each Mass.

All Catholics are still dispensed from their
Sunday obligation.
Places are limited. Please telephone or call into the
parish office to BOOK A PLACE FOR SUNDAY
MASS. The parish will make a list of names (including
children) and check which Sunday Mass is available
and suits your family best.
NO
PARISHIONERS
ARE TO ENTER THE
CHURCH OR PARISH
BUILDINGS IF THEY
ARE SHOWING COLD
OR FLU-LIKE SYMPTOMS OR ARE SICK. PLEASE
STAY HOME IF YOU ARE UNWELL.
Please continue to use the Sunday Readings and
Family Prayer with your family at home. Read the
texts aloud, talk about them and pray together.

A NEW WAY TO CONTRIBUTE The collection basket is
unlikely to return to the church this year. There is a new
way to support the parish: use the New Diocesan App. It is
an easy way to contribute and helps to sustain the parish.

Other suggestions:
Watch Mass online – www.archbne.org/bzw
(12:30pm weekdays, 8am and 10am Sundays)
Read the latest news in this week’s “The Catholic
Leader” – www.catholicleader.com.au

http://parishgiving.brisbanecatholic.org.au

IGNITE YOUTH - 7pm Friday nights, online. Join us for
worship, speaker and connections. We'll see you there!
Live on Facebook and Youtube.
NO PARKING please on the paved area in front of the church
______________________________________________________________________________

CHECK OUT THE PARISH WEBSITE

www.bulimbacatholic.com
GET THE PARISH NEWSLETTER ONLINE

School newsletter: www.stspp.qld.edu.au






You can still also contribute in other ways:
Drop off your donation - parish office or via our locked
letterbox at the end of the driveway.
Give via direct debit - please call the parish office and we
can email a form or you can find it on the parish website
under Quick Links
Credit card donation - (per above)
Direct deposit donation to our bank account
BSB – 064 786 A/C - 006 031 500 (Ref: surname)

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE PARISH

Thank You to all Parishioners who donated to "The
Little King's Movement" during the 2020 Appeal.

Welcome to Fr Kevin
It is with great excitement
that we welcome our new
parish priest, Father Kevin
Smith, as he commences
his pastoral leadership here
at Sts Peter and Paul. Together, as a community, let
us all pray for Fr Kevin, but also commit ourselves to
a renewed outlook for our parish and the many
ministries in which we are engaged.
Great response to the Parish Survey!
Thank you to the over-110 parishioners who
responded to the recent survey about the life of our
parish and our hopes for the future. As surveys go,
this rate of response was excellent.
Written comments were many and varied for each of
the three main questions in the survey.
It was gratifying to note how many parishioners really
appreciated the weekly Newsletter accompanied by
the readings and commentaries during these past
months and we hope to continue this practice in the
future. Likewise, there was strong appreciation
expressed of the church environment, as well as the
quality of our liturgies and homilies.
There was a large number of positive comments in
respect to the wide range of activities that
characterise the life of our parish, particularly the
work done by so many volunteers in ministering to
others and putting their faith into action.
Respondents also highlighted many challenges. Here
are just a few that were mentioned: the need to
revitalise a specific ministry to youth; the current
success but also our continuing commitment to social
justice programs; further active participation in our
Sunday liturgy; on-going involvement in and
development of our sacramental program; the
urgency of recruiting new volunteers to carry on the
wonderful work already happening in our ministries;
the need to develop some adult faith-formation
programs such as meditation and scripture reflection;
the importance of the quality of welcome within our
parish community but also further development of
social activities to enhance this; encouraging a more
active involvement of children and young people at
Mass; an expansion of the role and influence of the
Parish Council; and so the list goes on.
Many also commented on the need to maintain things
as they are; many were very happy with the sense of
community with the local church as the focus and
hoped that we would not lose this important aspect of
our parish as we look to the future.
At its next meeting, the Parish Council together with
Fr Kevin will be reviewing the huge range of comments
and suggestions put forward. The responses received
will be crucial towards shaping our future vision as a
parish community.
Gerry Crooks
Pastoral Associate

Thank you to all the
Parishioners who donated
towards Fr Tom’s farewell
collection. Last Sunday
Adam Yem (Parish Council)
and Francis Price (Finance
Council) presented Fr Tom
with a beautiful George
Jensen cheese platter and a
generous cheque. Fr Tom
was thrilled with the gifts and
acknowledged gratefully the
kindness and generosity of
the parish community.
Applications for Year 5, 2022
(boys currently in Yr 3) now
open. Visit college website to
learn more and apply online.
Applications close Friday 17
July. Regular small group
campus
tours
on
Friday
mornings during term time. Visit website for dates and to
register. https://www.vnc.qld.edu.au/enrolments/tours/

VOCATION VIEW: have you discovered yet
that there is more to life than what only material
things have to offer? We live in the Spirit. Only
in the Lord can we find lasting peace. Speak
the Good News. Pray for Vocations. To speak
to someone about your vocation, please contact
the Vocation Centre by telephoning 3324 3351.

PLENARY COUNCIL UPDATE - If, on the very remote chance
(and in the midst of a global pandemic!), you were
wondering what is happening in Plenary Council circles, now
here’s your eagerly awaited update.
As some parts of the country return to something closer to
normal, there is a sense of relief that the two assemblies of the
Plenary Council -- previously postponed due to COVID-19 -- are
locked in. The Plenary Council will gather in Adelaide in October
2021, 12 months later than first planned, for its first assembly.
The second assembly will be held in Sydney in July 2022.
Following on from the vast amount of submissions to the
Council, six national ‘writing groups’ were convened to
prepare papers on each of the six National Themes for
Discernment. These were recently released and are now
available to read at https://bit.ly/2ZkOEvc
If you haven’t the time to read the entire documents but
would like to know what recommendations will be
considered by the Council, cut to the last section of each
document where priorities and recommendations for change
are put forward. These make for very interesting reading!
Gerry Crooks (Pastoral Associate)
A sense of humour is a gift from God. Laughter unites us
A collector of rare books ran into an old friend who
told him he had just thrown away an old Bible that
he found in a dusty old box. He happened to
mention that Guten-somebody-or-other had
printed it. “Not Gutenberg?” Gasped the collector.
“Yes, that was it”. “Do you know what you have
done? You’ve thrown away one of the first books
ever printed. A copy recently sold at auction for
half a million dollars!” “Oh, I don’t think this book would have been
worth anywhere close to that,” replied his friend. “It was scribbled
all over in the margins by some guy named Martin Luther.”

