23rd January 2022 (Year C)

 KEVIN SMITH parish priest  GERRY CROOKS pastoral associate  HELEN PRICE and HELEN COLE parish secretaries  PAUL BLINKHOFF school principal 

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

The following is a reflection by Fr Mark Percival, a priest of the Archdiocese.
Whatever way you care to cast the narrative Covid 19 has been devastating in so
many ways for peoples and societies across the world and around Australia, and
there is no end to this in sight. I know that good has come from this global pandemic
and that good will keep coming from it because good always emerges from the
darkest and worst of times. Nevertheless, this good is hard to track and trace at the
moment, most likely only revealing itself as the worst eases somewhat, releasing us
from its seductive grip. We say that we are people of goodness and of light believing
in the goodness of Christ and that His light cannot be overcome by even the worst of
evil, suffering and darkness. Let’s keep remembering this every day.
After the Jewish exile in Babylon, a disaster that broke the Jewish people and society apart
and which lasted for some 50 years, the remnant left were allowed to return to Israel. They
had to begin again, starting from scratch much as humanity had to do after the ancient great
flood of Noah’s day. To rebuild their homes, farms, towns and cities and their social fabric
and identity took an awfully long time. Around 100 years after their return two leaders arose
called Ezra and Nehemiah. A scroll of God’s law had been found in the partially rebuilt
Jerusalem Temple and court. It’s likely that this is what we know as the Book of Leviticus,
full of God’s rules for worship and ways for living together as God wanted.
Ezra and Nehemiah took this scroll, convened a meeting of all of the people of
Jerusalem and read the contents to them, explaining its meaning as they went along.
This formed a basis for uniting and guiding the people which eventually lead to the
restoration of the Temple in Jerusalem as a focus of national identity and to the right
worship of the One True God who unified the scattered people of the land. It was God’s
word that acted to give God’s people focus, direction, purpose and unity, something
they’d lost in the utter devastation and long darkness of their exile to Babylon.
Luke has Jesus return to Nazareth just as His public ministry begins. He went home
to announce His mission and purpose. In the Synagogue there, the worship and
meeting place of the town, Jesus read a message of hope and good-news from the
scroll of the Prophet Isaiah. Sight to the blind, liberty to captives, good-news for the
poor and the beginning of a year of blessing and favour from God were announced.
Startlingly, Jesus said that this text was happening and being fulfilled right now as
they were listening. Jesus said that God was at work in Him and this was a work of
renewal and love for which so many had waited and longed. As in the days of Ezra
and Nehemiah it was once again the power of God’s word that announced and drove
forwards a new beginning, if only the people would hear and accept God’s message.
Just as God’s signs still appear today if we will perceive and interpret them, so God’s
word still has power to unite, guide and inspire us today. But, will we listen? Will we
accept this Divine Word to us, believing and acting accordingly? Will we place our
faith in what God says and in the person of Jesus Christ who keeps speaking to and
giving Himself to us? If we do, we have hope and a way to work through the many
problems and challenges of our time. If not, then we will have chosen to be on our
own, becoming more part of the problems than a solution to them. Respecting our
free will, God speaks and leaves the response or lack thereof to us.

We acknowledge the Jagera and Turrbal
people, the traditional owners and
custodians, who have walked upon and
cared for this land for thousands of years.
We acknowledge the continued deep
spiritual attachment and relationships of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples to this country and commit
ourselves to the ongoing journey of
reconciliation.

Please pray for our departed loved
ones, especially Nola Fletcher,
John Stapleton and Sr Camilla Gall
SGS recently deceased and also
for Karen Baker, Zamora, Mike
West, Lino Zamora, Felino Zamora,
Isagani Copiaco, John and Gary
Fletcher, Stan Grzegrzolka, James
and Margurite McAlister, Patricia
Vieyra, Norman, Katie, Patricia and
Daniel Timmins, Patrick and Pat
Boyle, Patrick and Clare Dugger.

Please remember the sick in your
prayers – Margaret Linnett, Noah
Riley, Harold O’Connell, Beryl Allam,
Imelda Lewis, Beppo Pagliaro and
Farideh Ghanei and Carmen Turner.

DIARY DATE CLAIMERS 2022
Tuesday 25 January
Carer’s group meet at 10am
Wednesday 26 January
Australia Day public holiday.
Mass at 9am
Thursday 3 February
Liturgy Committee meet at 5:30pm

PARISH NEWS AND EVENTS
ATTENDING SUNDAY MASS – COVID RESTRICTIONS AND
REQUIREMENTS. The ‘Check in QLD app’ is mandatory for
everyone attending Places of Worship. Scan the QR code shown
on the flyers at the church doors. Once this is completed, please
show this to the marshal on the door. For those who do not have
a smart phone, please check in with the Marshal at Mass or ask
someone to check you in on their phone as a guest. Everyone
is welcome to attend a Mass or liturgy. Places of Worship are
NOT subject to vaccination restrictions. Please be aware that it
is now a requirement of Queensland Health that masks are worn
in all indoor settings. We ask you to PLEASE continue with
routine precautions minimising the risk of transmission  Maintain good hand hygiene
 Stay home when you are sick
 Maintain social distancing where possible (1.5m)
particularly when queuing for Holy Communion and
when entering and exiting the Church.

PLEASE CONTINUE TO SUPPORT YOUR PARISH




Collection Boxes at the church doors - cash donations
Tap and Go device – pre-set to $10 donation at the door
Give via direct debit or your Credit Card - please call the
parish office or find the form on the website (Quick Links)
 Direct deposit donation to our bank account BSB 064 786 A/C 100016732 (Ref: surname)
Another easy way to support the Parish is by using the Parish
Giving App: http://parishgiving.brisbanecatholic.org.au

AUSTRALIA DAY – Wednesday is Australia Day.
Mass will be celebrated at 9am. This is an
opportunity to thank God for the blessings we have
received and to pray for our nation and its leaders. It is
fitting that our national day stands at the end of our summer
holidays and the beginning of the school year. It is an
opportunity to look forward in hope for a better year ahead.
SOCIAL JUSTICE GROUP – CAN YOU HELP US
SO THAT WE CAN HELP THEM? We are
currently running an exciting Social Justice project
of acquiring and providing laptops for a targeted
group of young people as they commence school.
These children are Afghan refugees who came to Australia after
harrowing experiences in their homeland and are now hoping to
start a new life. Apart from helping the young people slot into
school, the laptops will assist them to learn English better and so
help them to feel safe and accepted in our communities. Some
of the funding for the project is being drawn from our Step Up
Parish Program (SUPP) fund which we commenced several
years ago. This is the main source of funding for our parish’s
social justice work. However, funds are now running short and
the Social Justice Group is asking parishioners for a contribution
to the fund to enable us to continue our work. If you can help by
making even a small monetary donation, that would be
wonderful. All funds raised go directly into our social justice
projects. Please contact the parish office to make your donation.
CARERS’ MEETING - for anyone caring for
someone with a physical or mental illness 10am
Tuesday 25 January in the Parish Hall. All welcome.

PARISH SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM FOR 2022
Please mark these important dates in your diary for next year.
PENANCE (Year 5 children)
Parent workshop sessions
Dates to be advised for the end of 2022
FIRST COMMUNION (Year 4 children)
Parent workshop sessions
12 May 7:30pm OR 13 May 9:30am
Celebration of First Holy Communion 18-19 June
CONFIRMATION (Year 3 children)
Parent workshop sessions
28 July 7:30pm OR 29 July 9:30am
Celebration of Confirmation 6 and 8 September

A sense of humour is a gift from God. Laughter unites us

 Why are a wise man and a wise guy opposites?
 If lawyers are disbarred and clergymen defrocked, doesn't it
follow that electricians can be delighted, musicians denoted,
cowboys deranged, models deposed, tree surgeons debarked
and dry cleaners depressed?
 If a pig loses its voice, is it disgruntled?
 Why is a person who plays the piano called a pianist, but a
person who drives a race car not called a racist?
 Why do overlook and oversee mean opposite things?
 Why isn't 11 pronounced - onety one?

LOURDES HILL COLLEGE Enrolment applications for Year
7 in 2025 close Friday 28 January 2022. For further information
please contact the college office on 3399 0498 or visit the
website - lhc.qld.edu.au.
OUT OF TOUCH – the Parish Office internet has been down for
the last two weeks. So you may have noticed that we have not
been able to email newsletters or reflections on the Sunday
readings. We hope to be up and running again very soon.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED – WA Kimberley Region The remote
community of Kalumburu Mission requires help with various
roles at the mission include – food preparation, housekeeping,
office duties, ground and vehicle maintenance. Singles or
couples welcome. Flight assistance provided. Accommodation
and meals included. For more details please contact the Diocese
of Broome (08) 9192 1060 or volunteers@broomediocese.org
VOCATION VIEW: The word of God becomes the
flesh of God when you live it in your life. Believe what
you read; live what you believe. Be another Christ.
Pray for Vocations. To speak to someone about your
vocation, contact Vocation Brisbane Ph- 1300 133 544

Liturgy and Prayers this Week
Monday

-

St Francis de Sales

-

Tuesday

-

Conversion of St Paul

-

Australia Day

Mass

Wednesday
Thursday

9:00am
-

24 – 30 January 2022

-

Friday

8:00am

St Thomas Aquinas

Saturday

9:00am

Mass

Sunday

6:00pm, 8:00am and 5:30pm

Mass: Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Readings – Jeremiah 1:4-5, 17-19

Mass + Adoration+ Benediction

1 Corinthians 12:31 – 13:13

Luke 4:21-30

MUSIC ON SUNDAY
Today’s Readings: Nehemiah 8:2-6, 8-10
GATHERING HYMN

GATHER US IN
Here in this place, new light is streaming,
Now is the darkness, vanished away,
See, in this space, our fears and our dreamings,
Brought here to you in the light of this day.
Gather us in the lost and forsaken,
Gather us in the blind and the lame;
Call to us now, and we shall awaken,
We shall arise at the sound of our name.
Here we will take the wine and the water,
Here we will take the bread of new birth,
Here you shall call your sons and your daughters,
Call us anew to be salt for the earth.
Give us to drink the wine of compassion,
Give us to eat the bread that is you;
Nourish us well, and teach us to fashion,
Lives that are holy and hearts that are true.
Words and Music: Marty Haugen © Copyright 1982 GIA Publications, Inc.
All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-641195

GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you, we bless you, we adore you,
we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, only begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us
For you alone are the holy one, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the most high, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen
RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Your words, Lord, are spirit and life.

1 Corinthians 12:12-30

Luke 1:1-4, 4:14-21

SANCTUS
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
Save us, Saviour of the world,
for by your Cross and Resurrection, you have set us free.
LAMB OF GOD
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
grant us peace.
COMMUNION HYMN

A TRUSTING PSALM
CHORUS

Lord, let your mercy be on us
As we place our trust in you.
The word of the Lord is faithfulness and love.
His love can never be measured.
His beauty is like nothing we have ever seen,
So let us place our trust in him.
The word of the Lord means a patient, gentle God.
His love can never grow weary.
His mercy is as though our sins have never been,
If we can place our trust in him.
The word of the Lord is fire burning strong.
His love can never grow weary.
He will seek and save the lost until we all return,
So let us place our trust in him.
© 1989 Kevin Bates SM, Marist Fathers, PO Box 167, Corrimal NSW Australia.
All rights reserved. Used with permission ONE LICENCE #A-641195

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
The Lord sent me to bring Good News to the poor
And freedom to prisoners.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,
his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried;
he descended into hell; on the third day he rose again from
the dead; he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.
Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN

LORD, THE LIGHT OF YOUR LOVE
Lord, the light of your love is shining,
In the midst of the darkness, shining;
Jesus, Light of the World, shine upon us,
Set us free by the truth you now bring us.
Shine on me, shine on me.
Chorus Shine, Jesus, shine,

Fill this land with the Father’s glory;
Blaze, Spirit, blaze, Set our hearts on fire.
Flow, river, flow,
Flood the nations with grace and mercy;
Send forth your Word, Lord, and let there be light
As we gaze on your kingly brightness
So our faces display your likeness,
Ever changing from glory to glory,
Mirrored here may our lives tell your story.
Shine on me, shine on me.
© 1987 Make Way Music Ltd. Admin.in Australasia by CopyCare Aust.Ltd.
All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-641195
Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © 2010, International Commission on
English in the Liturgy (ICEL). Used with permission. All rights reserved.

