
 
 

This Year I Will . . .  
Every New Year we try to have an audit of our life to honestly look over the past year at how 
we have dealt with the burdens and the celebrations. Some of our life gets a bit dusty and 
needs a freshening up, so that we can try to let our best self-emerge, so that the heart of us will 
shine. 
As we head into Christmas, a similar survey of our spiritual lives is also helpful. What happened 
to our good intentions of last year? What got in the way? Did we really put in an effort? Did we 
address any of our habits and try to free ourselves from the damaging one? 
Habits play a big part in our lives. All of us, apart from the very young, are to a great deal 
creatures of habit. It is said that we live the second part of our lives according to the habits we 
acquired during the first half. That’s all well and good if they are good habits, but it’s a bit 
disturbing if we consider the bad ones. 
The positive side of habits is that once we acquire them, they become almost second nature to 
us. They seem effortless and can produce excellent results with a minimum of concentration. 
Again, all well and good if they are not destructive habits. 
Habits can be life-giving and sustaining and can carry people through some difficult situations 
because they don’t draw on our energies so much. Of course, the negative side of habits is they 
draw us into repetition and thoughtlessness. As a result of doing the same thing day after day, 
we get into a rut and do things absent-mindedly and in a casual unthinking manner. There is no 
real heart or meaning in them. They can dull our senses and turn living into mere functioning. 
Habits can also be selfish and hard to change, particularly if we get so used to them that we 
come to depend on them. 
Frequently, Jesus urges his disciples to “stay awake”. This call is meant for us as well. 
Maybe that is the purpose of Advent. It gives us a jolt. It issues a wakeup call to us. It provides 
us with a chance to start again. We can easily become Christians by habit only. We may just be 
going through the motions, taking part in the ritual that have lost all freshness and meaning. 
Advent is supposed to be a time of breakthrough – from darkness into light, so when Jesus talks 
about the end, he is not referring to the material world but rather the end of darkness. He 
suggests we get ready to move into the light. And therein lies the challenge. 
Advent comes to us very forcibly with a question.  
“What is the struggle in your life?” 
“What do you want to overcome”? 
“What darkness in your life or in the world do you want to overcome”? 
What breakthrough do you want for the coming year?  
 

Can I suggest that you start with having a more open and honest relationship with Jesus. That 
you got to know him better and that he didn’t just become one of the thoughtless habits that 
we attach to being part of church. That he’s someone we speak of as well as someone we speak 
to, that we try to look at the world through his eyes, and touch with his hands and hear with his 
ears. In doing so we might not just lift ourselves out of darkness, but we might also bring others 
into the light. It’s worth a try. What have we got to lose? 
 

Fr Peter 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
22 December 2024 (Year C) 

Liturgy and Prayers This Week 23 December 2024 to 29 December 2024 

 Bulimba Buranda East Brisbane Kangaroo Point 

Tuesday Christmas 5pm + 8pm Christmas 5pm  Christmas 5pm 

Wednesday Christmas 8.30am Christmas 8am Christmas 9am  

Friday 
8am Mass + Adoration 

+ Benediction 9am (Mass)   

Saturday 
9am Mass 

5.30pm (Mass) 
 5pm (Mass)  

Sunday 
8am (Mass) 

5.30pm (Mass) 
8am (Mass)  9am (Mass) 

We acknowledge the traditional owners 
and custodians, who have walked upon and 
cared for this land for thousands of years.   
We acknowledge the continued deep 
spiritual attachment and relationships of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples to this country and commit 
ourselves to the ongoing journey of 
reconciliation.  

 FR PETER DILLON  Administrator, Kangaroo Point East Brisbane and Buranda   FR KEVIN SMITH Parish Priest, Bulimba 



A R O U N D  O U R  PA R I S H E S  
BULIMBA 

KANGAROO POINT/EAST BRISBANE •  BURANDA 

AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE 

Prayer Requests 
We ask you to pray for the recently deceased Moira Lumb and-
Moira Carr and for those whose anniversaries occur at this time. 
 

Please remember the sick in your prayers - Brian Prove, Michael 
Mulligan, Jeanette McMahon, John Goh, Leo Rawlings. 

Prayer Requests 
Please pray for our departed loved ones, especially Peter Moss, 
recently deceased and also for Leon Bakunowicz, Patricia Vieyra, 
Mary Hooper, Emma Moretto, Peggy Teache, Ann Toomey, Harold 
& Dulcie O’Connell, Robyn Illett, Bill Hanley, Patrick and Clare Dug-
ger, Begley and Bourke families, Mal Thomson, Ross Saffioti, Eliza-
beth (Betty) Rose, Noel Nicholson, Joselito ‘Bong’ Lansi, Karen 
Baker, Mike West, Timmins and Lyons families, Patrick and Pat 
Boyle, Margaretha Atta Widodo,Pagliaro, Kauter, Ryan, Backstrom, 
Tarte and Noonan families. 
Please remember the sick in your prayers – Hazel Langthorne, Pete 
Waldron, Margaret McLaughlin, Anita Xavier, Lance Tutanoa,  Roy Ho-
gan, Catherine Kearney, Madonna Lapez (nee Cullen), Remy Rossi. 
 

Lighting Candles in front of Statues as a symbol of prayer has a 
long tradition in the Church.  Interestingly, the secular world 
has taken up the practice when a tragic event occurs.  It is com-
mendable for the faithful to make intercession to God through 
one of the saints and to light a candle before an image of the 
saint as a tangible symbol of their prayer.  They are reverencing 
God who has worked wonders in one of us, not the stone image.  
The Second Vatican Council put popular devotions such as this 
in the context of public worship: ôPopular devotions of the Christian 
people are to highly commended, provided they accord with the laws 
and norms of the Church.  These devotions should harmonise with the 
liturgical seasons, accord with the sacred liturgy, are in some fashion 
derived from it, and lead the people to it, since, in fact, the liturgy by its 
very nature far surpasses any of themõ.   
(Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy #13).   
You are welcome to light a candle in remembrance of loved 
onesñplease place your gold coin donation in the box offered. 

PARISH LUCKY NUMBER (KPEB) 
The winner of last week’s lucky number was:   BERNIE SHELTON 
Any parishioners interested in being part of the Lucky Number Draw 
simply need to speak with Isobel at the foyer of St Benedict’s Church 
at Mass on Saturday evening.  Proceeds of the lucky number draw 
go to support St Vincent de Paul and other social needs in the Par-
ish. GOOD LUCK!!! 
 

THANK YOU to everyone who came along to the parish working 
bees over the last couple of weekends. Our churches have been well 
cleaned and cared for!   
 

VINNIES NEWS—CHRISTMAS HAMPER APPEAL—thank you to all 
who have contributed towards the Christmas Hampers and to the 
helpers ‘young’ and ‘old’ who assisted in packing and delivering. We 
had an overwhelming response this year and are very grateful to all! 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A VOCATION VIEW: Mary trusted that the Lord’s words to her would be fulfilled.  Step out in faith and God will be there to guide 
you. (Luke 1:39-45). Scan the QR code to find out more or contact the vocation office on 1300 133 544 or 
www.vocationbrisbane.com Follow us on @vocationbrisbane  
 

TWO MINUTE HOMILY by priests from across the Archdiocese of Brisbane. You are able to watch this week’s homily here.  
 

 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL CHRISTMAS APPEAL! Thank you to 
everyone who donated to this year’s Christmas appeal. 
Your cash donation can still be accepted via direct transfer 
to the following account  - 

 

Account Name: St Vincent de Paul, Bulimba 
BSB:   064-786 
Account Number: 100026603 
 
CHRISTMAS ROSTERS are now at the church doors.  We still have 
a few vacancies to fill.  Please consider how you can assist across 
the Masses to make them a joyous occasion.  THANK YOU 
 
CHRISTMAS OFFICE HOURS—please note the parish office hours 
will be reduced between Christmas and New Year.  Please leave a 
message or send an email if urgent and we will respond as soon as 
possible.  THANK YOU 
 
SOCIAL JUSTICE NEWS—parishioners may remember the Family 
Reunion Project undertaken in 2023 to bring Redson’s family to 
Australia.  After ten years apart, Redson’s wife and children have 
been granted a visa and hope to arrive in Australia shorty!  Any 
parishioner who wishes to sign a ‘Congratulations’ card are wel-
come to do so.  The card will be in the church this weekend.  
 
PLEASE NOTE 9am Mass for the Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother 
of God, will be offered on Wednesday 1st January 2025. 
 
A sense of humour is a gift from God. Laughter unites us. 
Afraid of Santa? You may be claustrophobic 

 HOW TO SUPPORT YOUR PARISHES 
As a Catholic community, we are deeply grateful for the goodwill and generosity that sustain our mission and service to others. Your continued 

support is vital to our work, helping us to live out Christ’s love in Bulimba, Buranda, and Kangaroo Point/East Brisbane. To arrange planned giving 
for your parish, we invite you to reach out to the parish office for more information.  

Thank you for being a cherished part of our faith journey. 

 
 

 
 
 

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES  
 
 

KANGAROO POINT/EAST BRISBANE  
St Josephõs  Christmas Eve 5pm (Carols at 4.30pm) 

Children are welcome to come  
dressed as a Nativity character  

Refreshments will be served after Mass 
 

St Benedictõs  Christmas Day 9am 
 
BURANDA  
St Lukeõs  Christmas Eve 5pm  
   Christmas Day 8am 
 
BULIMBA  
Sts Peter and Paulõs 
   Christmas Eve 5pm  

Children are welcome to come  
dressed as a Nativity character  

Christmas Eve 8pm 
   Christmas Day 8.30am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.vocationbrisbane.com.au
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/aLDmC81V7Oi6EEr3sjDLEa?domain=enews.brisbanecatholic.org.au


   

PENITENTIAL ACT 
 
 
 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Lord, make us turn to you; 
Let us see your face and we shall be saved. 
 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, Alleluia! 
I am the servant of the Lord:  
may his will for me be done. 
Alleluia!  
 

APOSTLES CREED 
 

I believe in God,   
the Father almighty,   
Creator of heaven and earth,   
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,   
born of the Virgin Mary,   
suffered under Pontius Pilate,   
was crucified, died and was buried;   
he descended into hell;   
on the third day, he rose again from the dead;   
he ascended into heaven,   
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty;   
from there he will come to judge the living and the 
dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit,   
the holy catholic Church,   
the communion of saints,   
the forgiveness of sins,   
the resurrection of the body,  
and life everlasting,  Amen. 
 

SANCTUS   
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts,  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.  
Bless’d is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION   
Save us, Saviour of the world, for by your Cross and 
Resurrection you have set us free. 

Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © 2010, International Commission  
on English in the Liturgy (ICEL) Used with permission. All rights reserved 

 FIRST Reading: Micah 5:1-4   SECOND Reading: Hebrews 10:5-10    GOSPEL: Luke 1:39-44   

THE ORDER OF THE MASS  MUSIC AT BULIMBA  

ENTRANCE HYMN 
COME, O LONG EXPECTED JESUS 
 

Come, O long expected Jesus, 
Born to set your people free, 
From our fears and sins release us, 
In your heart our rest shall be. 
 

Israel’s strength and consolation, 
Hope to all you shall impart; 
Dear desire of ev’ry nation, 
Joy of ev’ry longing heart. 
 

Born, our people to deliver, 
Born a child and yet a king, 
Born to reign in us for ever, 
Now your gracious kingdom bring. 

 

Text: Charles Wesley 1707-1788 , alt.  Tune: STUTTGART 87.87, adapt Henry J Gauntlett  
1805-1876 from a melody in C.F. Witt Psalmodia Sacra, Gotha. 1715  
All rights reserved. Used with permission ONE LICENCE #A-641195  

 
COMMUNION HYMN 
O COME O COME EMMANUEL 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here  
Until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

O come, thou wisdom from on high, 
Who ord’rest all things mightily; 
To us the path of knowledge show,  
And teach us in her ways to go. 
Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel!  
 

O come, thou Dayspring from on high, 
And cheer us by thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadow put to flight. 
Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

Text: Latin, 9th Cent; tr. By John M Neale. 1818-1866, alt. Music: Chant, Mode 1: adapt by Thomas 
Helmore 1811-1890 All rights reserved. Used with permission ONE LICENCE #A-641195 

 
RECESSIONAL HYMN 
WHEN THE KING SHALL COME AGAIN 
 

When the King shall come again, 
all his pow’r revealing; 
splendour shall announce his reign, 
life and joy and healing: 
earth no longer in decay, 
hope no more frustrated; 
this is God's redemption 
 

In the desert trees take root 
fresh from God's creation; 
plants and flowers and sweetest fruit 
join the celebration. 
Rivers spring up from the earth, 
barren lands adorning: 
valleys, this is your new birth; 
mountains, greet the morning! 
 

Strengthen feeble hands and knees; 
fainting hearts, be cheerful! 
God who comes for such as these, 
seeks and saves the fearful. 
Deaf ears hear the silent tongues 
sing away their weeping; 
blind eyes see the lifeless ones 
walking, running, leaping. 
 

Text: Isaiah 35; Christopher Idle, b. 1938; É 1982 The Jubilate Group (Admin. Hope Publishing 
Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188).All rights reserved.  
Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-641195 

  




