
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Let the Lord enter, he is king of 

glory.       
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Word of Gladness, Alleluia.   

Fill our hearts now. Maranatha! 
Word of Wisdom, Alleluia.  

Come renew us. Maranatha! 
 

Isaiah 7:10-14     Romans 1:1-7   
Matthew 1:18-24 

 

Please pray for our departed 
loved ones, especially Joan Iris 
Hancock, Maureen McCarthy, 
Francis (Frank) Brewer and Jose 
Gregorio Melendez, recently 
deceased and also for John 
Fletcher, Gary Fletcher, Stan 
Grzegrzolka, Patrick O’Connell, 
Mary O’Connell, Patricia O’Connell, 
Vince Long, Patrick and Eve Long, 
Arthur and Mavis Wilson, Norm and 
Katie Timmins, Norman, Patricia 
and Daniel Timmins, Patrick and 
Pat Boyle, Karen Baker and Mike 
West, Noel Nicholson. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
22nd December 2019 (Year A) 

    

 
               

 

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent
 

POPE FRANCIS WRITES ON THE CHRISTMAS CRIB (Part 2) 

2.  Let us go back to the origins of the Christmas crib so familiar to us. We need to 
imagine ourselves in the little Italian town of Greccio, near Rieti. Saint Francis 
stopped there, most likely on his way back from Rome where on 29 November 
1223 he had received the confirmation of his Rule from the pope. It may be that 
the ‘Poor Man of Assisi’ had been struck by the mosaics in the Roman Basilica of 
Saint Mary Major depicting the birth of Jesus… Francis had earlier visited the 
Holy Land, and the caves in Greccio reminded him of the countryside of 
Bethlehem.  

Fifteen days before Christmas, Francis asked a local man named John to help him 
realise his desire to bring to life the memory of that babe born in Bethlehem, to see as 
much as possible with my own bodily eyes the discomfort of his infant needs, how he lay 
in a manger, and how, with an ox and an ass standing by, he was laid upon a bed of hay. 

At this request, his faithful friend went immediately to prepare all that Francis 
had asked.  

On 25 December, friars came to Greccio from various parts, together with people 
from the farms in the area, bringing flowers and torches to light up that holy 
night. When Francis arrived, he found a manger full of hay, an ox and a donkey. 
All those present experienced a new and indescribable joy in the presence of the 
Christmas scene. The priest then solemnly celebrated the Eucharist over the 
manger, showing the bond between the Incarnation of the Son of God and the 
Eucharist.  

At Greccio there were no statues; the nativity scene was enacted and experienced 
by all who were present. This is how our tradition began: with everyone gathered 
in joy around the cave, with no distance between the original event and those 
sharing in its mystery… From the nativity scene of that Christmas in 1223, 
everyone went home with joy. 

3. With the simplicity of that sign, Saint Francis carried out a great work of 
evangelisation. His teaching touched the hearts of Christians and continues today 
to offer a simple yet authentic means of portraying the beauty of our faith…  

In a particular way, from the time of its Franciscan origins, the nativity scene has 
invited us to ‘feel’ and ‘touch’ the poverty that God’s Son took upon himself in 
the Incarnation. Implicitly, it summons us to follow him along the path of 
humility, poverty and self-denial that leads from the Manger of Bethlehem to the 
cross. It asks us to meet him and serve him by showing mercy to those of our 
brothers and sisters in greatest need. 

From Pope Francis’ Apostolic Letter ‘Admirabile Signum’, December 2019
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Please remember the sick in your prayers, Diane 
Peck, James Bates, Maureen O’Connor, Carmen 
Turner, Marlyn Chester, John Chester, John Clarke, 
Barbara Stefano, Jan Lowe (nee Stefano). 
 

DATE CLAIMERS 

Monday 30 December  PARISH OFFICE CLOSED  

Tuesday 31 December PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 

Wednesday 1 Jan  PH New Year’s Day 7pm Mass 

Thursday 9 January MAHJONG - parish hall 9.30am 

   St Vincent de Paul meet 6pm 

Monday 13 January ‘HEARTFIT’ recommences for 2020 
 

If you haven’t been to see the LIGHTS OF CHRISTMAS at the 
Cathedral precinct yet, here’s your last chance! 

 

PARISH SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM FOR 2020 
Please mark these important dates in your diary for next year.  

 

PENANCE (Year 5 children) 
Parent workshop sessions  
20 February 7:30pm OR 21 February 9:30am 
FIRST COMMUNION (Year 4 children) 

Parent workshop sessions 
23 April 7:30pm OR 24 April 9:30am 
Celebration of First Holy Communion 13-14 June   
CONFIRMATION (Year 3 children) 
Parent workshop sessions 

30 July 7:30pm OR 31 July 9:30am 
Celebration of Confirmation 8 and 10 September  
 

VOCATION VIEW: Vocations from God are not 
always clear.  Not all of us are like Joseph who had 
an angel appear to him saying: “Take Mary as your 
wife, and fear not.” However, God still speaks – ‘Do 
not be afraid.’ Pray for Vocations. To speak to 
someone about your vocation, contact the Vocation 
Centre 3324 3351 
 

COLUMBAN CALENDARS are available for sale at the back 
of the church.  $15 – please put money in the poor box. 
 

OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL PARISH COORPAROO 
invites applications for the part-time position of Finance Officer.  10 
hours per week – 6 hours one day and 4 the next.  For a copy of 
the position description and responsibilities and to apply please 
visit the following Archdiocese of Brisbane link   
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/careers/.  Applications should 
include the name of two referees (one of which preferably should 

be a Parish Priest) and close Wednesday 8th Jan 2020.  
 

A sense of humour is a gift from God. Laughter unites us  
How does Good King Wenceslas like his pizza? 
Deep pan, crisp and even. 
 

NO PARKING please on the paved area in front of the church 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CHECK OUT THE PARISH WEBSITE 

www.bulimbacatholic.com 
GET THE PARISH NEWSLETTER ONLINE 

School newsletter: www.stspp.qld.edu.au 

There’s more to this than meets the eye – How Sacraments 

Work.   Your chance to hear renowned US teacher and speaker, 
liturgist and author, Fr Paul Turner. Paul will speak on how the 
sacramental signs of water, bread, wine, oil and human touch open 
up for us the mysterious and powerful action of God. Check out his 
website: paulturner.org PUBLIC LECTURE:  FRIDAY 6 MARCH 
2020 5:30pm–7:30 pm. Hanly Room at the Cathedral (parking 
available).  If any parishioners are interested, please contact the 

Parish Office. 
 

THE CHRISTMAS CRIB is now at the front of the church.  
Bring the children to see it, tell them the Christmas story. BUT 
PLEASE DO NOT LET THEM TOUCH the shelf or the 
figures! Say the following prayer with them. 

 

CALLING ALL SHEPHERDS AND ANGELS - There will be a 
simple Children’s pageant as part of the proclamation of the 
Gospel, at the 6pm Mass on Christmas Eve and the 8am Mass 
on Christmas Day.  Small children will be invited forward.   
They may wear a costume if they wish – shepherd or angel. 
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL - CHRISTMAS TREE APPEAL: Thank 
you to all the generous parishioners who donated to the 
Christmas gift appeal this year. Your support has been 
wonderful and 45 hampers and gifts were distributed with the 
help of the Lourdes Hill community. 
 

SAVE THE DATE – MAHJONG will be played in the parish hall 
on Thursday 9th and 16th January from 9.30am – 12 noon.  Join 
the St. John’s Anglican church group. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Christmas Masses 
Tuesday - Christmas Eve (24 December 2019) 

6pm, 8pm, Midnight 

Wednesday - Christmas Day (25 December 2019) 

8am Mass 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS!  Eva Rodriguez will celebrate her 90th 
birthday on 27th December.  We joyfully wish her many 
blessings on this wonderful milestone. Happy Birthday! 
 

ROSTERS – Looking ahead 

 

Readers, Communion Ministers, Sacristans and Altar Servers 
24/25 December – Christmas Rosters  

Hospitality Roster  
24/25 December – CHRISTMAS HOSPITALITY  
12 January 2020 – Adriana Fernando 
Casserole Bank Roster 
Group 4 – Please contact team leader Peter Bolton 

PRAYER AT THE CRIB 
LORD JESUS, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the 

Virgin Mary, you become the brother of all human beings. 
As we contemplate this wondrous event, 

may we feel the gladness of the shepherds, 
share the awe and worship of the wise men, 

and always sing your praise and glory with the angels. 

May the star of peace lead us to your love and mercy.  Amen 

https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/careers/
http://www.bulimbacatholic.com/
http://www.stspp.qld.edu.au/
http://www.paulturner.org/


 

+ Liturgy this Week   23 December – 29 December 2019 

\ 

September 2011
 

MONDAY -  - 

TUESDAY 
6:00pm 
8:00pm 

Christmas Eve 
Children’s Mass 
Mass 

WEDNESDAY 
12:00 midnight 

8:00am 
The Nativity of the Lord 

Mass 
Mass 

THURSDAY - St Stephen - 

FRIDAY - St John - 

SATURDAY - The Holy Innocents - 

SUNDAY  6:00pm (Saturday); 8:00am; 5:30pm Mass:  The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph  

  Readings – Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14     Colossians 3:12-21     Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 

OTHER LITURGY AND PRAYER 

RECONCILIATION Saturday at 9:30am and 5:00pm 

ROSARY/ANGELUS  Saturday before the 9:00am Mass 

MEDITATION Tuesday at 4pm Lourdes Hill Convent, 50 Hawthorne Road, Hawthorne 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN     

COME LORD JESUS 
 

Maranatha! Come Lord Jesus. Maranatha! God with us. 
Maranatha! Come Lord Jesus.  
Come Emmanuel, come Emmanuel. 
 

You are light within our darkness: Maranatha! God with us. 
You are light throughout your kingdom:  

Come Emmanuel, come Emmanuel. 
 

Son of God, show us your mercy: Maranatha! God with us. 
Son of Mary, hold us closely:  
Come Emmanuel, come Emmanuel. 
 

Send your Spirit to those waiting: Maranatha! God with us. 
Send your peace to all here gathered:  
Come Emmanuel, come Emmanuel. 
 

Give your hope to all the nations: Maranatha! God with us. 
Give your joy to all who love you:  
Come Emmanuel, come Emmanuel. 
 

As we gather at your table: Maranatha! God with us. 
Bless the ones who call upon you:  
Come Emmanuel, come Emmanuel. 
 

Text and music: Chris de Silva © 2012 by GIA Publications, Inc.  
All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-621195 

 

 

PENITENTIAL ACT 
You were sent to heal the contrite of heart 
Lord, have mercy   
You came to call sinners 
Christ, have mercy   
You are seated at the right hand of the  
Father to intercede for us 
Lord, have mercy   
 
MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION    
When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we proclaim 
your death, O Lord, until you come again. 
 

LAMB OF GOD      

Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world,  
have mercy on us 
Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world,  
have mercy on us 
Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world,  
Grant us peace. 

COMMUNION HYMN 

IN THE RADIANCE OF YOUR GAZE 
CHORUS 

I will walk in your presence my Lord, 
In the land of your loved creation. 
I will live in the radiance of your gaze, 
From the warmth of your heart, my God. 

 

When I lift my eyes up to the hills 
I wonder who’ll be my help? 
My help will be from the Lord who made me, 
Made the heavens and the earth. 
 

May he Lord be sure you do not fall, 
Never sleeping, always your guard. 
You shall be at peace,  
For the Lord is mindful of your footsteps and your ways. 
 

God is your protection and your shade,  
standing ever close by your side. 
Neither the sun nor the moon shall harm you, 
By day or by night. 
 

From evil, the Lord will keep your soul 
And will hold your life in safe arms. 
As you walk, your God will guard your going, 
For ever your true strength. 

 

© Copyright 1991 Robyn Horner.  Published by Willow Connection Pty Ltd. Sydney, Australia. 

 All rights reserved. Used with permission ONE LICENCE #A-621195 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN    

CHRIST BE OUR LIGHT 
Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 
Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has pow’r to save us. 
Make us your living voice. 
 

Christ, be our light!  Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today. 
 

Longing for shelter, people are homeless. 
Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
Make us your building, sheltering others,  
Walls made of living stone. 

©1993 Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCT Publications.  All rights reserved. 
Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-621195 

 

Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © 2010, International 
Commission on English in the Liturgy (ICEL).  All rights reserved. 



 
 


