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Third Sunday of Advent
REJOICE IN THE LORD ALWAYS 
John answered them, ’I baptize with water.  Among you stands one whom you do not know, the 
one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal’. Jn 1:26-27  

The Mass in Latin for this Sunday begins with the words: Gaudete in Domino semper 
(Rejoice in the Lord always).  This Sunday is sometimes called Gaudete Sunday.  The 
readings remind us that, as we remain watchful for the Messiah’s return and prepare 
our hearts, we take joy in the journey: our salvation is already at hand, thanks to the 
grace and goodness of God.  

We hear in the Gospel that John the Baptist was a witness who testified to the light.  The 
light is Jesus, who came to remove darkness from the world.  We are like John the Baptist, 
chosen to witness to Jesus, the light of the world.  The salvation we await will liberate 
both the individual and the community, and especially the afflicted and marginalised.   

Maryknoll missioners often meet ordinary people who live extraordinary lives, shining 
God’s light in out-of-the-way places.  Father David Schwinghamer met one such person 
in the refugee camps of Ngara, Tanzania.  He told the story. 

Juvenalis Niboye was a reluctant leader who had to stand up to a death threat.  He was 
a catechist from Burundi who was designated leader of the Christians in a camp of 20,000 
Burundian refugees.  They had chosen Juvenalis because of his honesty and 
trustworthiness in the chaos of the camp.  

One day Juvenalis appeared at the house of Fr David holding a letter that had been 
left at his door step.  He was obviously shaken by the contents of the letter.  It 
contained a fearsome warning: either turn over the Sunday collection or be killed.  

I have two choices, Juvenalis said, leave the camp and return to Burundi where I could be 
arrested, or stay here and take my chances with those who threaten me.   

A few days later, Juvenalis had made his decision.  It is not easy because my wife wants 
us to return home, he said, but I am afraid to go back to Burundi.  So, I have decided to put 
my life in God’s hands and stay here.  

It takes nerve to be faithful!  To risk it all, including the safety of one’s family, takes 
courage.  Fortunately, neither Juvenalis nor his family was harmed; and after several 
more years in the distress of a refugee camp, the entire Burundian community had 
the joy of returning home.  

Both Juvenalis and John the Baptist challenge us to be joyful witnesses of God’s light, 
even in dark places.    
  WHAT BRINGS YOU JOY DURING THIS ADVENT SEASON? 

  WHAT OPPORTUNITIES DO YOU HAVE TO BRING LIGHT AND JOY TO SOMEONE WHO NEEDS 

ENCOURAGEMENT TO PERSEVERE? 

Maryknoll Missionaries’ Office for Global Concerns 
A Season to Welcome the Stranger 

 TOM ELICH parish priest  LISA McKERR pastoral associate  HELEN PRICE and HELEN COLE parish secretaries  ANN-MAREE NICHOLLS SGS school principal  

 

 
 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
My soul rejoices in the Lord and 

magnifies his name. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!   

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; 
he sent me to bring Good News to 

the poor. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!   

 

Isaiah 61:1-2, 10-11 
      1 Thessalonians 5:16-24       

John 1:6-8, 19-28 

 

Please pray for our departed loved 
ones, especially Bishop John Gerry, Jill 
Patterson, Maranda Carolan, Daniel 
Roulant, Shaun Relph-House recently 
deceased and also for Roy Jones, 
Marie Gifford, Gary Fletcher, John 
Fletcher, Stan Grzegrzolka, Leo Maher, 
Madeleine Simon, Marie, Percy, Keith 
and Phyllis Thatcher, Frederick and 
Irene Stirling, Leslie and Margaret 
Aylward.  
 



Please remember the sick in your prayers – 
Emily Deldot, John Chester,  Sharon Nutch, Maria 
Kiss, John Clarke, Angela Geraghty, Pauline 
O’Neill, Harold O’Conner, Len Jarrett, Tayla 
Egan, Eileen Osborn and Gerry Crooks. 
 

DATE CLAIMERS 2017 
Monday 18 December Simbang Gabi 7pm in the Church. 
Wednesday 20 December HEARTFIT fitness program 10am 

Reconciliation and Mass 7pm 
 

RCIA journey for 2017 is continuing.  Please 
continue to support our candidates in prayer, help 
them by example and welcome them through our 
friendship as they journey towards Easter. 

 

RECONCILIATION with Mass will be celebrated at 7pm 
Wednesday 20 December. The two sacraments will help you to 
get ready spiritually for Christmas.  Don’t miss it! 
 

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS – Altar Servers are needed for the 6pm 
Saturday and 8am Sunday Mass rosters. Ministers of Communion 
are needed for all Sunday Masses. Reader required for 6pm 
Saturday, 2nd week of the month.  Morning Tea servers required after 
8am Sunday mass, on roster approximately three times per year. 
Please consider volunteering your time and talent. Contact the parish 
office with your details. 
 

2018 COLUMBAN CALENDARS FOR SALE $10 at the rear of 
the Church.  Please put money in poor boxes near door. 
 

SIMBANG GABI (Filipino for "Night Mass") devotional nine days of 
Masses practised by Catholics in the Philippines in anticipation of 
Christmas and to honour the Blessed Virgin Mary.  Mass to be 
celebrated at Saints Peter and Paul’s, 7pm Monday 18 December.  
Supper afterwards in the hall.  Please bring a plate to share.  All 
welcome. 
 

HEARTFIT FITNESS PROGAM in on every Wednesday morning in 
the parish hall at 10am for those in the 50 plus age group of our 
community.  HearfFIT is a gentle to moderate exercise program to 
maintain or regain a strong healthy lifestyle.  The program focuses on 
body strength, heart health, balance, flexibility, co-ordination and falls 
prevention and many more health issues.  Increase your energy level, 
confidence and vitality to live life to the full!  Just come along or call 
Bruce 0408 740 543.  Our last day for this year will be Wednesday 
20th December and will then restart in January – keep an eye on 
dates! 
 

VOCATION VIEW – There was a man sent by God, 
who came as a witness to testify to the Light, so that 
through this person all people might believe.  Is your 
name in the Gospel today?  Pray for vocations. To talk 
to someone about your vocation, please contact the 
Vocation Office on 3324 3351. 
 

A sense of humour is a gift from God. Laughter unites us. 
It was coming up to Christmas and Sammy asked his mum if he could have a 
new bike. So, she told him that the best idea would be to write to Santa Claus. 
But Sam, having just played a vital role in the school nativity play, said he would 
prefer to write to the baby Jesus. So his mum told him that would be fine. Sam 
went to his room and wrote ' Dear Jesus, I have been a very good boy and would 
like to have a bike for Christmas.' But he wasn't very happy when he read it over. 
So he decided to try again and this time he wrote 'Dear Jesus, I'm a good boy 
most of the time and would like a bike for Christmas.' He read it back and wasn't 
happy with that one either. He tried a third version. 'Dear Jesus, I could be a 
good boy if I tried hard and especially if I had a new bike.' He read that one too, 
but he still wasn't satisfied.  So, he decided to go out for a walk while he thought 
about a better approach. As he passed a house with a small statue of the Virgin 
Mary in the front garden, he crept in, stuffed the statue under his coat, hurried 
home and hid it under the bed. Then he wrote this letter. 'Dear Jesus, if you want 
to see your mother again, you'd better send me a new bike.' 
 

NO PARKING please on the paved area in front of the church 
 

CHECK OUT THE PARISH WEBSITE 

www.bulimbacatholic.com 
GET THE PARISH NEWSLETTER ONLINE 

School newsletter: www.stspp.qld.edu.au 

YOUTH NEWS  
YEAR OF YOUTH 2018 
“Dear young people, let yourselves be taken over by the light of 
Christ, and spread that light wherever you are.”– St Pope John Paul II 
“You ask me whether I am in good spirits.  How could I not be so?  
As long as faith gives me strength I will always by joyful!” - Blessed 
Pier Giorgio Frassati, 24 years old, young adult social activist 
 
IGNITE YOUTH SUMMERCAMP 11-14 January 2018 at 
Mapleton. 
Four incredible days, huge outdoor games, loads of time making 
friends, awesome live music, 200 young people 
For further information 3217 5199 or 
summercamp@igniteyouth.com 
 
 
 

 

 

Christmas Masses 
   Sunday - Christmas Eve (24 December 2017) 

6pm Mass, 8pm Mass, Midnight Mass 
   Monday - Christmas Day (25 December 2017) 

8am Mass 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
CALLING ALL SHEPHERDS AND ANGELS - for Christmas family 
Masses (6pm Christmas Eve and 8am Christmas day) we invite 
small children to come dressed as shepherds or angels for a Gospel 
Tableau.  They will be invited to come forward as part of the 
proclamation of the Gospel. 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR CHRISTMAS 
We still require volunteers for Reading at 

Midnight Mass and Communion Ministers for 8pm, Midnight 
and 8am Masses.  If you are available to help please contact the 
parish office on 3399 2386. 
 

ADVENT REFLECTION – “Lord Jesus, all blessings come from you and 
are given to each for your own kind purposes.  This Advent help us to see 
rightly your blessings in ourselves and others”.  Amen  (Father Leo Duck) 
 

A Solemn Funeral Mass for Bishop John Gerry DD, will be held at 
11am on Thursday 21 December 2017, at the Cathedral of St. 
Stephen, 277 Elizabeth Street, Brisbane.  PLEASE NOTE 
THERE WILL BE NO PARKING AVAILABLE IN THE 
CATHEDRAL PRECINCT ON THE DAY. 
 

THANK YOU!  Our sincere thanks to a couple in the parish who 
have contributed thousands of dollars to have the church windows 
properly sealed and painted.  This is in addition to their generous 
weekly donation to the planned giving program.  Very much 
appreciated. 
 
 

PARISH ROSTERS NEXT WEEK  
 

Readers, Communion Ministers, Sacristans and Altar Servers 
Team 4 - please arrange a substitute if you are not available. 

Hospitality Roster    
25 December – thank you to the volunteers helping at all CHRISTMAS Masses 
14 January – Peter & Sita Prendeville, Anita Tichelaar 
Casserole Bank Roster    
Group 3 – please contact leader Kerry Pontikis   
 

  



 
 
 
 

+ Liturgy this Week   18 December – 24 December 2017 

MONDAY -  - 

TUESDAY -   - 

WEDNESDAY 7:00pm  Mass and Reconciliation 

THURSDAY -  - 

FRIDAY 8:00am 
8:30am-9:00am  

 Mass  
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

SATURDAY 9:00am  Mass  

SUNDAY         6:00pm(Saturday Vigil) 8:00am Mass: Fourth Sunday of Advent   

     Readings – 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8-12, 14, 16     Romans 16:25-27     Luke 1:38 

OTHER LITURGY AND PRAYER 
RECONCILIATION Saturday at 9:30am and 5:30pm 

MEDITATION Tuesday at 4:00pm (Lourdes Hill Convent)   

ROSARY for peace Saturday before 9:00am Mass 

ANGELUS for vocations Saturday before 9:00am Mass 

ENTRANCE HYMN      

O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God 
appear. 
Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel!    
   

O come, thou wisdom from on high, 
Who ord’rest all things mightily;  
To us the path of knowledge show,  
And teach us in her ways to go. 
Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

O come, thou Lord of might, 
Who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height  
In ancient times didst give the law, 
In cloud and majesty and awe. 
Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

Text: Latin, 9th Cent; tr. By John M Neale. 1818-1866, alt. Music: Chant, Mode 1: adapt by Thomas Helmore 1811-1890 
Used with permission ONE LICENCE #A-621195 

 

PENITENTIAL ACT 
You were sent to heal the contrite of heart 
Lord, have mercy 
Lord, have mercy 
You came to call sinners 
Christ, have mercy 
Christ, have mercy 
You are seated at the right hand of the Father to intercede 
for us 
Lord, have mercy 
Lord, have mercy 
 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION   
When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we proclaim 
your Death, O Lord, until you come again.  
 

LAMB OF GOD      
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,  
Have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,  
Have mercy on us.   
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,  
Grant us peace. 

COMMUNION HYMN     

O GOD, YOU SEARCH ME 
 

O God, you search me and you know me. 
All my thoughts lie open to your gaze. 
When I walk or lie down you are before me; 
Ever the maker and keeper of my days. 
 

You know my resting and my rising. 
You discern my purpose from afar, 
And with love everlasting you besiege me; 
In every moment of life or death, you are. 
 

Before a word is on my tongue, Lord, 
You have known its meaning through and through. 
You are with me beyond my understanding; 
God of my present, my past and future, too. 
 

Although your Spirit is upon me,  
Still I search for shelter from your light. 
There is nowhere on earth I can escape you; 
Even darkness is radiant in your sight. 
 

For you created me and shaped me,  
Gave me life within my mother’s womb. 
For the wonders of who I am I praise you; 
Safe in your hands, all creation is made new. 

 

© Copyright 1993 Bernadette Farrell.  Published by OCP Publications, Portland OR. 
 All rights reserved. Used with permission ONE LICENCE #A-621195 
All rights reserved. Used with permission ONE LICENCE #A-621195 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN       

SING OUT EARTH AND SKIES 
Come, O God of all the earth: come to us, O Righteous 
One; come, and bring our love to birth: in the glory of your 
Son. 
 

CHORUS: 
Sing out, earth and skies! Sing of the God who loves you! 
Raise your joyful cries! Dance to the life around you!  
 

Come, O God of wind and flame: fill the earth with 
righteousness; teach us all to sing your name: may our lives 
your love confess. 

CHORUS 
Come, O God of flashing light: twinkling star and burning 
sun; God of day and God of night: in your light we all are 
one 

CHORUS 
Marty Haugen, b.1950 © 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. 

Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-621195 
 

Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © 2010, International 
Commission on English in the Liturgy (ICEL).  All rights reserved. 



 


