
 

 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Happy are those who fear the Lord 

and walk in his ways.  
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

May the peace of Christ rule in 
your hearts, and the fullness of his 

message live within you.  
Alleluia! 

 

Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14     Colossians 3:12-21     
Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 

 

Please pray for our departed loved 
ones, especially Joan Iris Hancock, 
Maureen McCarthy, Sr Pauline 
O'Loughlin SGS  and Jose Gregorio 
Melendez, recently deceased and 
also for John Fletcher, Gary 
Fletcher, Rev Bryan Lee, Stan 
Grzegrzolka, Patrick O’Connell, Mary 
O’Connell, Patricia O’Connell, Vince 
Long, Patrick Long, Eve Long, Arthur 
Wilson, Mavis Wilson, Norm and 
Katie Timmins, Norman, Patricia and 
Daniel Timmins, Patrick and Pat 
Boyle, Karen Baker, Mike West and 
Noel Nicholson. 

   

 

 
 

 

 
        29th December 2019 (Year A)   

 

 
 

 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph  
 

POPE FRANCIS WRITES ON THE CHRISTMAS CRIB (Part 4) 

7. We come to the cave, where we find the figures of Mary and Joseph. Mary is 
a mother who contemplates her child and shows him to every visitor. The 
figure of Mary makes us reflect on the great mystery that surrounded this 
young woman when God knocked on the door of her immaculate heart. Mary 
responded in complete obedience to the message of the angel who asked her to 
become the Mother of God. Her words, Behold I am the handmaid of the Lord; let it 
be to me according to your word, show all of us how to abandon ourselves in faith 
to God’s will. By her ‘let it be’, Mary became the mother of God’s Son… In her, 
we see the mother of God who does not keep her Son only to herself, but 
invites everyone to obey his word and to put it into practice. 

At Mary’s side, shown protecting the child and his mother, stands Saint 
Joseph. He is usually depicted with staff in hand, or holding up a lamp. Saint 
Joseph plays an important role in the life of Jesus and Mary. He is the guardian 
who tirelessly protects his family. When God warned him of Herod’s threat, he 
did not hesitate to set out and flee to Egypt. And once the danger had passed, 
he brought the family back to Nazareth, where he was to be the first teacher of 
Jesus as a boy and then as a young man. Joseph treasured in his heart the great 
mystery surrounding Jesus and Mary his spouse; as a just man, he entrusted 
himself always to God’s will, and put it into practice. 

8. When we place the statue of the Infant Jesus in the manger, the nativity 
scene suddenly comes alive. God appears as a child, for us to take into our 
arms. Beneath weakness and frailty, he conceals his power that creates and 
transforms all things. It seems impossible, yet it is true: in Jesus, God was a 
child, and in this way he wished to reveal the greatness of his love: by smiling 
and opening his arms to all. 

The birth of a child awakens joy and wonder; it sets before us the great mystery 
of life. Seeing the bright eyes of a young couple gazing at their newborn child, 
we can understand the feelings of Mary and Joseph who, as they looked at the 
Infant Jesus, sensed God’s presence in their lives.  Life was made manifest. In these 
words, the Apostle John sums up the mystery of the Incarnation. The crib allows 
us to see and touch this unique and unparalleled event that changed the course 
of history…  God’s ways are astonishing, for it seems impossible that he should 
forsake his glory to become a man like us. To our astonishment, we see God 
acting exactly as we do: he sleeps, takes milk from his mother, cries and plays 
like every other child! As always, God baffles us...  

From Pope Francis’ Apostolic Letter ‘Admirabile Signum’, December 2019

 TOM ELICH parish priest  LISA McKERR pastoral associate  HELEN PRICE and HELEN COLE parish secretaries  ANN-MAREE NICHOLLS SGS school principal  



Please remember the sick in your prayers 
Diane Peck, James Bates, Maureen O’Connor, 
Carmen Turner, Marlyn and John Chester, John 
Clarke, Barbara Stefano, Jan Lowe (nee Stefano), 
Maria Borzelleca. 

 

DATE CLAIMERS 2020 

Wednesday 1 January  New Year’s Day 7pm Mass 

Thursday 9 January MAHJONG - parish hall 9.30am 

   St Vincent de Paul meet 6pm 

Monday 13 January ‘HEARTFIT’ recommences for 2020 
 

THE CHRISTMAS CRIB is at the front of the church.  Bring the 
children to see it, tell them the Christmas story. BUT PLEASE 
DO NOT TOUCH! Say the following prayer with them. 

 

OFFICE CLOSED – Please note the parish office will be closed 
from Christmas day until New Year’s day.  Please leave a 

message and we will attend to it as soon as possible.  
 

PARISH SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM FOR 2020 
Please mark these important dates in your diary for next year.  

 

PENANCE (Year 5 children) 
Parent workshop sessions  

20 February 7:30pm OR 21 February 9:30am 
FIRST COMMUNION (Year 4 children) 
Parent workshop sessions 
23 April 7:30pm OR 24 April 9:30am 
Celebration of First Holy Communion 13-14 June   
CONFIRMATION (Year 3 children) 
Parent workshop sessions 
30 July 7:30pm OR 31 July 9:30am 
Celebration of Confirmation 8 and 10 September  
 

MAHJONG GROUP that usually meets each Thursday at St 
John the Baptist Hall in Oxford Street, will meet for 2 weeks 
9:30am-12noon from 9 January at our Parish Hall. All welcome. 
 

VOCATION VIEW: Families are where kindness, 
humility, patience and thanksgiving are lived and 
celebrated.  People cannot truly teach these 
qualities unless they have experienced them.  Pray 
for Vocations. To speak about your vocation, 
please contact the Vocation Centre on 3324 3351 
 

A sense of humour is a gift from God. Laughter unites us. 
Why are Christmas trees so bad at sewing? 
They always drop their needles! 
Why did the turkey join the band?  
Because it had the drumsticks! 
What did the stamp say to the Christmas card?  
Stick with me and we'll go places! 
What says 'Oh-Oh-Oh'      Santa walking backwards! 
At the beginning of this year, I made a New Year's resolution 
to lose 10 kg....      Only 15 kg to go! 
My New Year’s resolution is to read more 
...so I turned on the subtitles for my TV. 

 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CHECK OUT THE PARISH WEBSITE 

www.bulimbacatholic.com 
GET THE PARISH NEWSLETTER ONLINE 

School newsletter: www.stspp.qld.edu.au 

THANK YOU EVERYONE! 

Christmas Carols.  Another wonderful night!  Thank you to 
all who made everything go so well:  Andrew Oberthur and 
the musicians and singers did a great job, leading the 
community carols and singing inspiring solos.  The 
children’s nativity was charming – as always – thanks to 
Lisa Magee for leading it this year!  Terry and Zac Shaw did 
a fantastic job on the light and sound.  A dedicated band of 
parishioners, were there to welcome people and sell raffle 
tickets.  Lana Killian and Helen Cole were generously 
energetic in organising the refreshments and sausage sizzle 
with great support from both their families.  It is a very 
worthy outreach to the community at this time of the year.  
Well done everyone! 

Christmas Hampers.  Paul Doyle and the ever-faithful 
members of the St Vincent de Paul Society organised fifty 
hampers and toy sacks for people in our local community.  
This too is an important way in which the parish spreads the 
Christmas spirit in the local area.  Thank you to the Vinnies 
members who have contact with these people all year round 
and had everything so carefully organised for Christmas.  It 
would not have been possible without the generous 
contributions of families from Sts Peter and Paul School, 
Lourdes Hill College, and very many parishioners who left 
gifts at the Christmas tree.  Many thanks to all. 

Christmas Masses.  The parish staff – Helen Price, Helen 
Cole and Gerry Crooks – did a sterling job getting 
everything organised for the Christmas Masses: 
newsletters, rosters, hospitality, all went smoothly.  This is 
also due to the generous effort on the part of parishioners 
who volunteered to be readers and communion ministers, 
musicians and singers, sacristan and servers, collectors and 
hospitality ministers.  It was a genuine team effort.  Let us 
pray that our liturgy has touched the hearts of all those who 
came to celebrate the Birth of the Lord with us. 

All Year Round.  These Christmas events are only possible 
because of the people who are active in the parish all year 
round.  Thank you to all those who contribute financially to 
the parish, the large number of liturgical ministers, those 
who serve on the Parish Pastoral Council, Parish Finance 
Council, Liturgy Committee, the Social Justice Committee, 
Sacramental Preparation team; those who help with baptism 
preparation, children’s liturgy of the word, the RCIA, Drop in 
Friday and the Carer’s group, the playgroup, the casserole 
bank and members of Vinnies, those who provide transport 
and visit the sick with communion, the team which helps 
Dorothy Chapman support the bereaved at funerals, and all 
those who chip in and help.  THANK YOU TO ALL. 

Sincerely, TOM ELICH, parish priest 

 
PARISH FRIDGE CALENDARS are available in the church 
and at the parish office for those who missed out at Christmas. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS!  Eva Rodriguez 
celebrated her 90th birthday during the 
week.  We joyfully wish her many blessings 
on this wonderful milestone. Happy Birthday! 

 
NO PARKING please on the paved area in front of the church 
 

PARISH ROSTERS 
 

Readers, Communion Ministers, Sacristans and Altar Servers 
Team 1 - please arrange a substitute if not available 
 

Hospitality Roster  
12 January – Adriana Fernando. 
 

PRAYER AT THE CRIB 
LORD JESUS, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the 

Virgin Mary, you become the brother of all human beings. 
As we contemplate this wondrous event, 

may we feel the gladness of the shepherds, 
share the awe and worship of the wise men, 

and always sing your praise and glory with the angels. 

May the star of peace lead us to your love and mercy.  Amen 
 

http://www.bulimbacatholic.com/
http://www.stspp.qld.edu.au/


 

+ Liturgy this Week   30 December 2019 – 5 January 2020 

\ 

September 2011
 

MONDAY -  - 

TUESDAY -  - 

WEDNESDAY 7:00pm Mary, the Holy Mother of God Mass 

THURSDAY - Sts Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen - 

FRIDAY 8:00am  Mass  

SATURDAY 9:00am  Mass 

SUNDAY    6:00pm (Saturday); 8:00am; 5:30pm Mass:  The EPIPHANY of the Lord  

      Readings – Isaiah 60:1-6     Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6      Matthew 2:1-12 

OTHER LITURGY AND PRAYER 

RECONCILIATION Saturday at 9:30am and 5:00pm 

ROSARY/ANGELUS  Saturday before the 9:00am Mass 

MEDITATION Tuesday at 4pm Lourdes Hill Convent, 50 Hawthorne Road, Hawthorne 

ENTRANCE HYMN     

ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID'S CITY 
 

Once in royal David's city stood a lowly cattle shed, 
where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child. 
 

He came down to earth from heaven,  
who is God and Lord of all, 
and his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall; 
with the poor, the scorned, the lowly, lived on earth our 
Saviour holy. 
 

And, through all his wondrous childhood,  
he would honour and obey, 
love and watch the lowly maiden  
in whose gentle arms he lay: 
Christian children all must be mild, obedient, good as he. 

 

Text: Cecil Frances Alexander 1818-1895, 1848. Music: Irby (Henry John Gauntlett) 1805-1876. 
All rights reserved. Used with permission ONE LICENCE #A-621195 

 
GLORIA    Glory to God in the highest,  
 and on earth peace to people of good will.  
 

We praise you, we bless you, we adore you,  
we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory,  
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us   
 

For you alone are the holy one, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the most high, Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen 
 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION    
When we eat this bread and drink this cup we proclaim 
your death, O Lord, until you come again. 
 

LAMB OF GOD      
Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us 
Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world,  
have mercy on us 
Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world,  
grant us peace. 

 

Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © 2010, International Commission on 
English in the Liturgy (ICEL).  All rights reserved. 

COMMUNION HYMN   TABLE OF PLENTY 
 

CHORUS Come to the feast of heaven and earth! 
Come to the table of plenty! 
God will provide for all that we need 
Here at the table of plenty. 

 

O, come and sit at my table  
Where saints and sinners are friends. 
I wait to welcome the lost and lonely  
To share the cup of my love.  
 

O, come and eat without money: 
Come to drink without price. 
My feast of gladness will feed your spirit  
With faith and fullness of life. 
 

My bread will ever sustain you  
Through days of sorrow and woe. 
My wine will flow like a sea of gladness to flood  
The depths of your soul. 
 

Your fields will flower in fullness;  
Your homes will flourish in peace. 
For I, the giver of home and harvest 
Will send my rain on the soil.  

 

© 1992, Daniel L. Schutte.  Keyboard accompaniment © 1993, OCP Publications. Published by OCP 
Publications.  All rights reserved. Used with permission ONE LICENSE #A-621195 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN    JOY TO THE WORLD 
 

Joy to the world!  The Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her king!  
Let every heart – prepare Him room 
And heav’n and nature sing! And heav’n and nature sing; 
And heav’n and heav’n and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the world! The Saviour reigns!  
Let men their songs employ; 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains  
Repeat the sounding joy;  
Repeat the sounding joy; repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace,  
and makes the nations prove  
The glories of his righteousness,  
and wonders of his love and wonders of his love 
And wonders, wonders of His love. 
 
 

Tune: G. F. Handel. Text: Issac Watts, Public Domain. All rights reserved.  
Used with permission ONE LICENCE #A-621195 

 



 


