
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
All the ends of the earth have 
seen the saving pow’r of God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia!   

A holy day has dawned upon us. 
Come, you nations and adore the 

Lord.  Today a great light has 
come upon the earth.  

Alleluia!   
 

Isaiah 9:1-7   Titus 2:11-14   Luke 2:1-20 

 

 

Please pray for our departed 
loved ones, especially Joan Iris 
Hancock, Maureen McCarthy, 
Francis (Frank) Brewer and Jose 
Gregorio Melendez, recently 
deceased and also for John 
Fletcher, Gary Fletcher, Stan 
Grzegrzolka, Patrick O’Connell, 
Mary O’Connell, Patricia O’Connell, 
Vince Long, Patrick and Eve Long, 
Arthur and Mavis Wilson, Norm and 
Katie Timmins, Norman, Patricia 
and Daniel Timmins, Rev Bryan 
Lee, Patrick and Pat Boyle, Karen 
Baker, Mike West, Noel Nicholson. 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

25th December 2019 (Year A) 
    

 
               

 

The Nativity of the Lord 
 

POPE FRANCIS WRITES ON THE CHRISTMAS CRIB (Part 3) 

4. I would like now to reflect on the various elements of the nativity scene in 
order to appreciate their deeper meaning. First, there is the background of a 
starry sky wrapped in the darkness and silence of night. We represent this not 
only out of fidelity to the Gospel accounts, but also for its symbolic value. We 
can think of all those times in our lives when we have experienced the darkness 
of night. Yet even then, God does not abandon us, but is there to answer our 
crucial questions about the meaning of life. Who am I? Where do I come from? 
Why was I born at this time in history? Why do I love? Why do I suffer? Why 
will I die? It was to answer these questions that God became man. His 
closeness brings light where there is darkness and shows the way to those 
dwelling in the shadow of suffering. 
 

5. The landscapes that are part of the nativity scene also deserve some mention... 
With what emotion should we arrange the mountains, streams, sheep and 
shepherds in the nativity scene! As we do so, we are reminded that, as the 
prophets had foretold, all creation rejoices in the coming of the Messiah... 
 

Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has 
made known to us (Lk 2:15). So the shepherds tell one another after the 
proclamation of the angels. A beautiful lesson emerges from these simple 
words… The shepherds become the first to see the most essential thing of all: the 
gift of salvation. It is the humble and the poor who greet the event of the 
Incarnation. The shepherds respond to God who comes to meet us in the Infant 
Jesus by setting out to meet him with love, gratitude and awe. Thanks to Jesus, 
this encounter between God and his children gives birth to our religion and 
accounts for its unique beauty, so wonderfully evident in the nativity scene… 
 

6. The presence of the poor and the lowly in the nativity scene remind us that 
God became man for the sake of those who feel most in need of his love and 
who ask him to draw near to them. Jesus, ‘gentle and humble in heart’, was 
born in poverty and led a simple life in order to teach us to recognise what is 
essential and to act accordingly. The nativity scene clearly teaches that we 
cannot let ourselves be fooled by wealth and fleeting promises of happiness. 
We see Herod’s palace in the background, closed and deaf to the tidings of joy. 
By being born in a manger, God launches the only true revolution that can give 
hope and dignity to the disinherited and the outcast: the revolution of love, the 
revolution of tenderness. From the manger, Jesus proclaims, in a meek yet 
powerful way, the need for sharing with the poor as the path to a more human 
and fraternal world in which no one is excluded or marginalised. 
 

From Pope Francis’ Apostolic Letter ‘Admirabile Signum’, December 2019 

TOM ELICH parish priest   HELEN PRICE and HELEN COLE parish secretaries  GERRY CROOKS pastoral associate  ANN-MAREE NICHOLLS SGS school principal 



Please remember the sick in your prayers, Diane 
Peck, James Bates, Maureen O’Connor, Kathy 
O’Connor, Carmen Turner, Marlyn Chester, John 
Chester, John Clarke, Barbara Stefano, Jan Lowe 
(nee Stefano) and  Maria Borzelleca. 

 

DATE CLAIMERS 

Wednesday 1 Jan  PH New Year’s Day 7pm Mass 

Thursday 9 January MAHJONG - Parish Hall 9:.30am 

   St Vincent de Paul meet 6pm 

Monday 13 January ‘HEARTFIT’ recommences for 2020 
 

THE CHRISTMAS CRIB is at the front of the church.  Bring 
the children to see it, tell them the Christmas story. BUT 
PLEASE DO NOT LET THEM TOUCH the shelf or the 
figures! Say the following prayer with them. 

 

OFFICE CLOSED – Please note the parish office will be 
closed from Christmas day until New Year day. Please leave 
a message and we will attend to it as soon as possible.  
 

PARISH SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM FOR 2020 
Please mark these important dates in your diary for next year.  

 

PENANCE (Year 5 children) 
Parent workshop sessions  
20 February 7:30pm OR 21 February 9:30am 
FIRST COMMUNION (Year 4 children) 

Parent workshop sessions 
23 April 7:30pm OR 24 April 9:30am 
Celebration of First Holy Communion 13-14 June   
CONFIRMATION (Year 3 children) 

Parent workshop sessions 
30 July 7:30pm OR 31 July 9:30am 
Celebration of Confirmation 8 and 10 September  

 

A sense of humour is a gift from God. Laughter unites us  
The year Santa hired a consultant…. 

 
 

NO PARKING please on the paved area in front of the church 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

CHECK OUT THE PARISH WEBSITE 

www.bulimbacatholic.com 
GET THE PARISH NEWSLETTER ONLINE 

School newsletter: www.stspp.qld.edu.au 

CAROLS   

ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID'S CITY 
Once in royal David's city stood a lowly cattle shed, 

where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child. 
 

He came down to earth from heaven, who is God and Lord of all, 

and his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall; with the 
poor, the scorned, the lowly, lived on earth our Saviour holy. 
 

And, through all his wondrous childhood, he would honour and 
obey, love and watch the lowly maiden in whose gentle arms he 
lay: Christian children all must be mild, obedient, good as he. 

Text: Cecil Frances Alexander 1818-1895, 1848. Music: Irby (Henry John Gauntlett) 1805-1876. 
All rights reserved. Used with permission ONE LICENCE #A-621195 

 

ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 
Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plain; 
And the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains; 
Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 

Shepherds, why this jubilee?  Why your joyous strain prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heav’nly song. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 

Come to Bethlehem and see, him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee, Christ the Lord, the new-born King. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

Tune: French Traditional Carol Text: French, c. 18th Cent. Trans. From Crown of Jesus Music, 
London 1862.  All rights reserved. Used with permission ONE LICENCE #A-621195 

 

AWAY IN A MANGER 
 

Away in a manger no crib for a bed  
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head 
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay  
the little Lord Jesus asleep in the hay 
 

The cattle are lowing the baby awakes  
but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes 
I love you Lord Jesus look down from on high  
and stay by my side until morning is nigh 
 

Be near me Lord Jesus I ask you to stay  
close by be forever and love me I pray 
Bless all the dear children in your tender care  
and fit us for heaven to live with you there 

 Text: John T McFarland 1851-1913.  Tune William J Kirkpatrick 1838-1921.   
All rights reserved. Used with permission ONE LICENCE #A-621195 

 

JOY TO THE WORLD 
 

Joy to the world!  The Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her king!  
Let every heart – prepare Him room 
And heav’n and nature sing! And heav’n and nature sing; 
And heav’n and heav’n and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the world! The Saviour reigns!  
Let men their songs employ 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains  
Repeat the sounding joy;  
Repeat the sounding joy; repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove 
The glories of his righteousness, and wonders of his love and wonders 
of his love and wonders, wonders of His love. 

Tune: G. F. Handel. Text: Issac Watts, Public Domain. All rights reserved.  
Used with permission ONE LICENCE #A-621195 

 

O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!  
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by;  
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light;   
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight  
 

For Christ is born of Mary; and, gathered all above, 
While mortals sleep the angels keep their watch of wondering love 
O morning stars together, proclaim the holy birth, and praises sing to 
God the king and peace to men on earth 
 

How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given!   
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven 
No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin,  
Where meek souls will receive him still the dear Christ enters in 

Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835–1893.  Music: Lewis Redner, 1831-1908. Public Domain. 
All rights reserved.  Used with permission ONE LICENCE #A-62119 

PRAYER AT THE CRIB 
LORD JESUS, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the 

Virgin Mary, you become the brother of all human beings. 
As we contemplate this wondrous event, 

may we feel the gladness of the shepherds, 

share the awe and worship of the wise men, 
and always sing your praise and glory with the angels. 

May the star of peace lead us to your love and mercy.  Amen 

http://www.bulimbacatholic.com/
http://www.stspp.qld.edu.au/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phillips_Brooks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lewis_Redner


 
 

+ Liturgy this Week   24 December – 29 December 2019 

\ 

September 2011
 

TUESDAY 
6:00pm 
8:00pm 

Christmas Eve 
Children’s Mass 
Mass 

WEDNESDAY 
12:00 midnight 

8:00am 
The Nativity of the Lord 

Mass 
Mass 

THURSDAY - St Stephen - 

FRIDAY - St John - 

SATURDAY - The Holy Innocents - 

SUNDAY  6:00pm (Saturday); 8:00am; 5:30pm Mass:  The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph  

  Readings – Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14     Colossians 3:12-21     Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 

OTHER LITURGY AND PRAYER 

RECONCILIATION Saturday at 9:30am and 5:00pm 

ROSARY/ANGELUS  Saturday before the 9:00am Mass 

MEDITATION Tuesday at 4pm Lourdes Hill Convent, 50 Hawthorne Road, Hawthorne 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN     

O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL 
O come all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem. 
Come and behold him, born the King of angels: 
O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him,  
O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 

A virgin his Mother; God of God she beareth,  
Beareth the light who doth from light proceed. 
True, uncreated, from all time begotten. 
O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him, 

O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
Sing all ye citizens of heaven above; glory to God in the highest 
O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him, 

O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 

Text and Tune: John F. Wade, © 1711-1786; tr by Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880, alt.   
All rights reserved. Used with permission ONE LICENCE #A-621195 

 

GLORIA    Glory to God in the highest,  
 and on earth peace to people of good will.  
 

We praise you, we bless you, we adore you,  
we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory,  
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us.   
 

For you alone are the holy one, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the most high, Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen 
 

 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION  
When we eat this bread and drink this cup we proclaim your death  
O Lord, until you come again 
 

LAMB OF GOD      

Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us 
Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us 
Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace. 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS  

SILENT NIGHT 
Silent night, Holy night, all is calm, all is bright, 
Round 'yon virgin mother and child,  
Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, Holy night, shepherds quake at the sight, 
Glories stream from heaven afar heavenly hosts sing Alleluia 
Christ the Saviour is born; Christ the Saviour is born. 
 

Silent night, Holy night, Son of God, love's pure light. 
Radiance beams from thy Holy face,  
With the dawn of redeeming grace. 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

 

Text:Joseph Moht 1792-1849; tr.John F Young 1820-1885. Music:Franz X Gruber 1787-1863  
All rights reserved. Used with permission ONE LICENCE #A-621195 

 

WHAT CHILD IS THIS? 
What child is this, who laid to rest, on Mary's lap is sleeping 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,  
While shepherds watch are keeping? 
 

This this is Christ the king whom shepherds guard and angels sing 
Haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary 
 

Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass were feeding 
Good Christians fear for sinners here the silent word is pleading 
 

So bring him incense gold and myrrh come peasant king to own him 
The king of kings salvation brings let loving hearts enthrone him 

 

Text: William C Dix, 1827-1898.  Music: English melody, 16th Century.   
All rights reserved. Used with permission ONE LICENCE #A-621195 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN    

HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING 
Hark the herald angels sing; “glory to the new-born King; 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all you nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies; 
With angelic hosts proclaim: “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”  
Hark the herald angels sing, “glory to the new-born King.” 
 

Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ the everlasting Lord, 
Late in time behold him come, offspring of a virgin's womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! Hail the incarnate deity! 
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Jesus our Emmanuel. 
Hark the herald angels sing, “glory to the new-born King.”  
 

Hail, the heav’n-born prince of peace!  
Hail, the son of righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 
Born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth, 
Hark the herald angels sing, “glory to the new-born King.” 

 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. Music: Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847.  
All rights reserved. Used with permission ONE LICENCE #A-621195 

 

 

Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © 2010, International  
Commission on English in the Liturgy (ICEL).  All rights reserved. 

 

To all parishioners, their families and visitors. CHRISTMAS 
is a time of special joy, a celebration and feasting with 
family and friends.  It is also a time to recognise God’s 
love breaking into our lives.  We give thanks for all the 

blessings we have received this year. 
WISHING YOU ALL JOY AND HAPPINESS FOR 

CHRISTMAS AND THE NEW YEAR. 



 


