
 

Please pray for our departed 
loved ones, especially Joan Iris 
Hancock, Maureen McCarthy, 
Francis (Frank) Brewer, Dorothea 
Piper and Jose Gregorio Melendez, 
recently deceased and also for 
John Fletcher, Gary Fletcher, Stan 
Grzegrzolka, Patrick O’Connell, 
Mary O’Connell, Vince Long, Eve 
and Patrick Long, Arthur and Mavis 
Wilson, Patricia O’Connell, Norm 
and Katie Timmins, Norman, 
Patricia and Daniel Timmins, 
Patrick and Pat Boyle, Karen Baker 
and Mike West. 

 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Lord, come and save us.      

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Word of Healing, Alleluia.   

Heal our sorrow, Maranatha! 
Word of Comfort, Alleluia.  

Bring us hope now, Maranatha! 
 

Isaiah 35:1-6     James 5:7-10   
Matthew 11:2-11 

  

 

 

 

 
 

15th December 2019 (Year A) 
    

 
               

 

Third Sunday of Advent
 

POPE FRANCIS WRITES ON THE CHRISTMAS CRIB (Part 1) 

1. The enchanting image of the Christmas crib, so dear to the Christian 
people, never ceases to arouse amazement and wonder. The depiction of 
Jesus’ birth is itself a simple and joyful proclamation of the mystery of the 
Incarnation of the Son of God. The nativity scene is like a living Gospel 
rising up from the pages of sacred Scripture. As we contemplate the 
Christmas story, we are invited to set out on a spiritual journey, drawn by 
the humility of the God who became man in order to encounter every man 
and woman. We come to realise that so great is his love for us that he 
became one of us, so that we in turn might become one with him. 

With this Letter, I wish to encourage the beautiful family tradition of 
preparing the nativity scene in the days before Christmas… Great 
imagination and creativity is always shown in employing the most diverse 
materials to create small masterpieces of beauty. As children, we learn from 
our parents and grandparents to carry on this joyful tradition, which 
encapsulates a wealth of popular piety. It is my hope that this custom will 
never be lost and that, wherever it has fallen into disuse, it can be 
rediscovered and revived. 

2. The origin of the Christmas crib is found above all in certain details of 
Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem, as related in the Gospels. The evangelist Luke 
says simply that Mary gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
swaddling cloths, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 
the inn (2:7)… 

Coming into this world, the Son of God was laid in the place where animals 
feed. Hay became the first bed of the One who would reveal himself as the 
bread come down from heaven (Jn 6:41). Saint Augustine, with other Church 
Fathers, was impressed by this symbolism: ‘Laid in a manger, he became our 
food’. Indeed, the nativity scene evokes a number of the mysteries of Jesus’ 
life and brings them close to our own daily lives… 

3. Setting up the Christmas crib in our homes helps us to relive the history 
of what took place in Bethlehem. Naturally, the Gospels remain our source 
for understanding and reflecting on that event. At the same time, its 
portrayal in the crib helps us to imagine the scene. It touches our hearts and 
makes us enter into salvation history as contemporaries of an event that is 
living and real in a broad gamut of historical and cultural contexts. 

From Pope Francis’ Apostolic Letter ‘Admirabile Signum’, December 2019 

TOM ELICH parish priest   HELEN PRICE and HELEN COLE parish secretaries  GERRY CROOKS pastoral associate  ANN-MAREE NICHOLLS SGS school principal 



Please remember the sick in your prayers, Diane 
Peck, James Bates, Maureen O’Connor, Carmen 
Turner, Marlyn Chester, John Chester, John Clarke, 
Barbara Stefano, Jan Lowe (nee Stefano). 
 

DATE CLAIMERS 

Wednesday 18 December Mass with Reconciliation 7pm 

Friday 20 December Community Christmas Carols 6pm 
 

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CAROLS will be held in the school 
Good Samaritan Hall Friday 20 December from 5:30pm. 
Sausage sizzle and drinks. Super multi draw raffle. Bring 
chairs/rugs and the whole family for a wonderful night. 
 

ATTENTION READERS -  NOW AVAILABLE from the Sacristy 
– For everyone on our Parish Ministry Reading Roster we offer 
the gift of “Break Open the Word”.  This is to help you with 
preparation each week.   

  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR CHRISTMAS 
We still require volunteers for Reading at 6pm and Midnight 

Mass and Communion Ministers for 6pm, Midnight and 8am 

Mass.  If you are available please contact the office 3399 2386. 
HOSPITALITY VOLUNTEERS are required after each 
Christmas Mass to serve cake and port plus 
hand out calendars to parishioners.  Also 
needed are DONATIONS OF FRUIT CAKES. 
Please contact the parish office.  
 

RAFFLE PRIZES FOR CHRISTMAS CAROLS: Non-
perishable donations requested as prizes for raffles drawn at 
the Community Christmas Carols (gourmet food, wine, sweets, 
decorations, etc.) Please place donations in the labelled box at 
the rear of the Church. THANK YOU for your generous support! 
 

SHED – an audit of the parish site some years ago 
condemned the shed in Main Avenue. It is in very poor 
condition, so we have decided to demolish it. This will 
happen Monday 16 December. 
 

VOCATION VIEW: “As your models in suffering 
hardships and in patience, friend, take the prophets 
who spoke in the name of the Lord.”  A vocation is 
responding to the call of God.  Pray for Vocations. 
To speak to someone about your vocation, contact 
the Vocation Centre 3324 3351 
 

CHURCH CANDLES - Lighting a candle is a prayer in action — 
an intercession to the Virgin Mary for someone who is ill or a 
special intention. We ask for a gold coin donation to cover costs 
and support the parish. There is no point in lighting ten or twenty 
candles to decorate the shrine. Thank you for your cooperation.  
 

COLUMBAN CALENDARS are available at the back of the 
church.  $15 – please put money in the poor box. 
 

A sense of humour is a gift from God. Laughter unites us  
Two fans were fortunate enough to have a season ticket to watch 
Manchester United.  They could not help noticing that there was 
always an empty seat next to them and they had a friend who would 
love to buy a season ticket, especially if all three could have seats 
together.  One game they asked at the ticket office if they could buy 
a ticket for that seat.  The official said that unfortunately the ticket 
had been sold.  Nevertheless, week after week the seat was still 
empty.  Then on Boxing Day, much to their amazement the seat was 
taken for the first time that season.  Neil could not resist asking the 
newcomer, “Where have you been all season”?  “Don’t ask”, he said.  
“My wife bought the season ticket back last summer, and kept it for 
a surprise Christmas present”!  
 

NO PARKING please on the paved area in front of the church 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CHECK OUT THE PARISH WEBSITE 

www.bulimbacatholic.com 
GET THE PARISH NEWSLETTER ONLINE 

School newsletter: www.stspp.qld.edu.au 

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CAROLS NATIVITY at the 
Community Christmas Carols on Friday 20 December.  Full 
rehearsal on stage in School Hall, Friday 20 December (the 
afternoon of the carols) from 3-4pm. Performance at 6pm.  If 
you have any questions please contact Lisa on 0410 701 704 
or mageelisa75@gmail.com.  

 

CONGRATULATIONS!  Veronica Corcoran 
celebrated her 80th birthday during the 
week.  We joyfully wish her many blessings 
on this wonderful milestone. Happy Birthday! 
 

LIGHTS OF CHRISTMAS CATHEDRAL OF ST STEPHEN – 
gather to celebrate the joy of Christmas with an extraordinary 
sound and light show on the birth of Jesus.  Families are invited 
to the precinct from 11-24 December, 6:30pm-10:30pm.  
 

There’s more to this than meets the eye – How 
Sacraments Work.   Your chance to hear renowned 
US teacher and speaker, liturgist and author, Fr Paul 
Turner. Paul will speak on how the sacramental signs 
of water, bread, wine, oil and human touch open up 
for us the mysterious and powerful action of God. 
Check out his website: paulturner.org PUBLIC 
LECTURE:  FRIDAY 6 MARCH 2020 5:30pm–7:30 
pm. Hanly Room at the Cathedral (parking 
available).  If any parishioners are interested, please 
contact Gerry at the Parish Office. 
 

CALLING ALL SHEPHERDS AND ANGELS - There will be a 
simple Children’s pageant as part of the proclamation of the 
Gospel, at the 6pm Mass on Christmas Eve and the 8am Mass 
on Christmas Day.  Small children will be invited forward.   
They may wear a costume if they wish – shepherd or angel. 

 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL - CHRISTMAS TREE 
APPEAL: Thank you to all the generous 
parishioners who donated to the Christmas gift 
appeal this year. Your support is wonderful. 

 

RECONCILIATION with Mass, 7pm Wednesday 18 December. 
The two sacraments will help you to get ready spiritually for 
Christmas.  Don’t miss it! 

 
 
 
 

Christmas Masses 
Tuesday - Christmas Eve (24 December 2019) 

6pm, 8pm, Midnight 

Wednesday - Christmas Day (25 December 2019) 

8am Mass 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ROSTERS – Looking ahead 

 

Readers, Communion Ministers, Sacristans and Altar Servers 
22 December - Team 4 please arrange a substitute if not available. 

 

Hospitality Roster  
22 December – Jasmine Tan and O’Farrell family. 
24/25 December – CHRISTMAS HOSPITALITY help needed please 
 

Casserole Bank Roster 
Group 3 – Please contact team leader Kate O’Connor

http://www.bulimbacatholic.com/
http://www.stspp.qld.edu.au/
mailto:lisamagee@bigpond.com
http://www.paulturner.org/


 

+ Liturgy this Week   16 December – 22 December 2019 

\ 

September 2011
 

MONDAY -  - 

TUESDAY -  - 

WEDNESDAY 7:00pm  Mass with Reconciliation 

THURSDAY -  - 

FRIDAY 
8:00am 
8:30am 

 
Mass  
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

SATURDAY 9:00am  Mass  

SUNDAY  6:00pm (Saturday); 8:00am; 5:30pm Mass:  Fourth Sunday of Advent  

  Readings – Isaiah 7:10-14     Romans 1:1-7     Matthew 1:18-24 

OTHER LITURGY AND PRAYER 

RECONCILIATION Saturday at 9:30am and 5:00pm 

ROSARY/ANGELUS  Saturday before the 9:00am Mass 

MEDITATION Tuesday at 4pm Lourdes Hill Convent, 50 Hawthorne Road, Hawthorne 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN     

COME LORD JESUS 
 

Maranatha! Come Lord Jesus. Maranatha! God with us. 
Maranatha! Come Lord Jesus.  
Come Emmanuel, come Emmanuel. 
 

You are light within our darkness: Maranatha! God with us. 
You are light throughout your kingdom:  
Come Emmanuel, come Emmanuel. 
 

Son of God, show us your mercy: Maranatha! God with us. 
Son of Mary, hold us closely:  
Come Emmanuel, come Emmanuel. 
 

Send your Spirit to those waiting: Maranatha! God with us. 
Send your peace to all here gathered:  
Come Emmanuel, come Emmanuel. 
 

Give your hope to all the nations: Maranatha! God with us. 
Give your joy to all who love you:  
Come Emmanuel, come Emmanuel. 
 

As we gather at your table: Maranatha! God with us. 
Bless the ones who call upon you:  
Come Emmanuel, come Emmanuel. 
 

Text and music: Chris de Silva © 2012 by GIA Publications, Inc.  
All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-621195 

 

 
MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION    

When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we 
proclaim your death, O Lord, until you come again. 
 

LAMB OF GOD      

Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world,  
have mercy on us 
Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world,  
have mercy on us 
Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world,  
Grant us peace. 

Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © 2010, International Commission on 
English in the Liturgy (ICEL).  All rights reserved. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN 

LORD TO WHOM SHALL WE GO? 
 

CHORUS 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You are our bread, broken and shared. 
Lord, to whom shall we go? 
Yours are the words of life. 

 

Our fathers ate, yet their hunger remained. 
Their hearts were not satisfied. 
 

O Lord, you feed us with the finest of wheat, 
Our pledge of eternal life. 
 

The bread you give is the living bread, 
Your flesh for the life of the world. 
 

Your word, O Lord, is a lamp for my steps, 
A light for my path of life. 
 

© Michael Herry, Nth Fitzroy Aust. All rights reserved. Used with permission ONE LICENSE #A-621195 
 

 
RECESSIONAL HYMN    

LET HEAVEN REJOICE 
CHORUS 

Let heaven rejoice and earth be glad; 
Let all creation sing. 
Let children proclaim through every land: 
“Hosanna to our king.” 

 

Sound the trumpet into the night; 
The day of the Lord is near. 
Wake his people, lift your voice, 
Proclaim it to the world. 
 

Rise in splendour; shake off your sleep; 
Put on your robes of joy. 
And in the morning you shall see  
the glory of the Lord. 
 

© 1972, Robert J Dufford SJ Administered by New Dawn Music, PO Box 13248, Portland, OR 97213-
0248 USA. All rights reserved.  Used with permission ONE LICENSE #A-621195

 



 


