13th December 2020 (Year B)

 KEVIN SMITH parish priest  GERRY CROOKS pastoral associate  HELEN PRICE and HELEN COLE parish secretaries  DAMIEN SULLIVAN acting school principal 

Third Sunday of Advent

Catholic Christians traditionally call this third Sunday of Advent, “Gaudete
Sunday” from the Latin gaudere, “to rejoice”. This word is found in the
Entrance Antiphon to stress the joy of anticipating the Lords coming. Today’s
texts speak of the joy of the watcher who heralds the dawn while standing
between darkness and light. The change in vestment colour and the colour of
the candle also indicate this same joy.

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners who have
walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of
years. We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual
attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples to this country and commit
ourselves to the ongoing journey of reconciliation.

The prophet of the school of Isaiah was returning from exile in Babylon. Our
passage today comes from a magnificent series of joyful proclamations. The
prophet proclaims that God has indeed saved us and led us from slavery and
isolation into freedom and to our true home. The words from Isaiah are already
familiar to us because this is the passage Jesus chose when he unrolled the
scroll in the synagogue in his home town and began his mission. Today on
Gaudete Sunday they characterize John the Baptist’s joy as the herald of Christ
John is a dour man in a camel-hair tunic who eats a ghastly diet foraged from
the wilderness. But the texts about him always carry a note of joy since he is the
forerunner and friend of Jesus. This is no less the case today as we are told of
John as a “witness for the light” and he saw Christ’s glory “full of light and
truth.” This is the joy in the Isaiah text applied to John this Sunday, all the more
striking for the contrast between the prophet’s “garments of salvation” and
John’s rough clothing.
***
On behalf of the Parish I offer our sincere congratulations to those who this
weekend celebrate their full communion with the Catholic Church. These
adults were baptised and commenced their faith journey in another Christian
denomination. Today they are Confirmed and share in the Eucharist in the
Catholic Church for the first time. To Rory, Sarah, Elle, Faye and Rani, may the
Holy Spirit continue to guide and enlighten you as you now live the faith of
your baptism in the Catholic Church. We look forward to your participation
and involvement.
I also thank the members of the RCIA Team who give very generously of their
time to prayerfully listen and lead others, such as these newly welcomed adults,
in their quest to discern more deeply the movement of the Holy Spirit in their
lives.

God bless,
Fr Kevin

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
My soul rejoices in my God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Word of Healing, Alleluia.
Heal our sorrow. Maranatha
Word of Comfort, Alleluia.
Bring us hope now. Maranatha.
Isaiah 61:1-2, 10-11
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
John 1:6-8, 19-28

Please pray for our departed loved
ones, especially Cecily McKeon,
Gloria Saunders, Clare Dugger,
Maureen Twomey recently deceased
and also for John Fletcher, Les Kamp,
Ross Kamp, Gary Fletcher, Stan
Grzegrzolka, Patrick O’Connell, Mary
O’Connell, Patricia O’Connell, Keith
White, Patricia Vieyra, Begley and
Bourke families, Josefina Torres,
Leoncio Rodriguez, Cecil Thomson,
Eileen Thomson, Karen Baker, Mike
West, Vince Long, deceased family of
Imelda Khoo, Muriel Jones, Roy
Jones,
Sandra
Swales,
Noel
Nicholson, Les and Margaret Aylward,
Frederick and Irene Stirling.

Please remember the sick in your prayers –
Veronica Corcoran, Patricia Desbrow, Carmen
Turner, Jan Low, Monica Marron, Harold
O’Connell, Pat Dugger, Clinton Fletcher, Brian
and Catherine Kearney.

DATE CLAIMERS
Monday 14 December

Advent Reflection Group
10am in the Parish Hall
Wednesday 16 December Mass with Reconciliation 7pm
Friday 1 January 2021 New Year Day Mass 9am
PLEASE CONTINUE TO SUPPORT YOUR PARISH

use the Giving App http://parishgiving.brisbanecatholic.org.au

Drop off your donation - parish office or via our locked
letterbox at the end of the driveway or In the collection boxes
at the Church doors.

Give via direct debit or your Credit Card - please call the
parish office or you can find a form on the website (Quick Links)

Direct deposit donation to our bank account BSB – 064 786 A/C - 006 031 500 (Ref: surname)

PLEASE NOTE CHANGE TO MASS BOOKINGS
WE ARE NOW ONLINE and bookings can be made each
week by using the below link or QR code. Just click on the
link and select your preferred Mass, choose number of
people attending and fill in your details. Marshals at the
church door will ask for your name to be ticked off on arrival.
Similarly, scan the QR code using your camera on your
smart phone and it will direct you to the website.
Bookings for Weekend Masses will open each Monday
morning at 8am and close Friday morning at 9am.
Please book for Masses via this linkhttps://www.trybooking.com/events/landing?eid=686140&embed=true

Christmas Masses are very popular and it is important for
you to register a seat for your preferred Mass.

Please book for Christmas Masses via this linkhttps://www.trybooking.com/events/landing?embed&eid=686100

Use of hand sanitiser on entry is still required. Physical
distancing measures have been relaxed. If you do not have
access to the internet, contact the Parish Office to register.

Christmas Masses

Thursday - Christmas Eve (24 December 2020)
6pm (SCHOOL HALL) and 8pm (CHURCH)
Friday - Christmas Day (25 December 2020)
7:30am and 9:30am Mass

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CHECK OUT THE PARISH WEBSITE

www.bulimbacatholic.com
GET THE PARISH NEWSLETTER ONLINE

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR CHRISTMAS – with Christmas
occurring on a Friday this year, we require volunteers across
the following ministries –
 Marshalling,
 Communion Ministers,
 Readers,
 Sacristans,
 Altar servers,
 Collectors at the door (holding the donation boxes)
A roster will be available at the back of the church to register
your name across the required ministry. Or you may prefer to
contact with the parish office to volunteer for your preferred
Mass. THIS WILL BE A BIG JOB, PLEASE CONSIDER
DONATING YOUR TIME AND TALENTS. Thank You.

CALLING ALL SHEPHERDS AND ANGELS - for the
Christmas Family Mass (6pm Christmas
Eve) we invite small children to come dressed
as shepherds or angels for a Gospel Tableau.
They will be invited to come forward as part of
the proclamation of the Gospel.
SUPPORT FOR REFUGEE FAMILY – There has been a
wonderful response to date from parishioners in support of the
Dayri family, refugees from Lebanon, whom the parish has
made a commitment to support. Thank you for your
contributions to date. Please keep this up if you can. The hope
you are providing for this family is very much appreciated.
ADVENT REFLECTION GROUP- Our Pastoral Associate,
Gerry, will be conducting an Advent Reflection/Prayer Group in
the Parish Hall from 10am-11am on each Monday morning
during Advent. If you would like to join in, please contact the
Parish Office or just turn up! Participants will receive a free
copy of the beautiful little booklet ‘ADORE – Advent and
Christmas Daily Reflections’.
ADORE – ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS DAILY
REFLECTIONS - The Diocese of Wollongong has
produced a booklet entitled ADORE which contains
daily reflections for each day during the Advent and
Christmas Seasons up until 10 January. Each
reflection takes as its theme the readings of the
day. If parishioners would like to purchase a copy, the booklet
is available from the Parish Office for the nominal cost of $3.
SONGS OF ADVENT JOY - each Thursday in December
commencing at 7:30pm the Cathedral of St Stephen will again
be filled with sound to celebrate the Season of Advent. Come
and explore hymns, prayers and motets rejoicing in the coming
of Christ at Christmas, all led by the Cathedral Schola. Entry is
by donation, with all money raised supporting the Cathedral
Music program. Registration is via the Cathedral website:
https://www.cathedralofststephen.org.au/christmas.html
VOCATION VIEW: There was a man sent by God,
who came as witness to testify to the Light, so that
through this person all people might believe. Is your
name in the Gospel today? Pray for Vocations. To
speak to someone about your vocation, please
contact Vocation Brisbane on 1300 133 544

A sense of humour is a gift from God. Laughter unites us!

The pastor of a local church met a
parishioner while walking along the street.
He stopped the man and asked why he did
not attend church regularly. The man
replied that the sermons were okay but he
said, “Every time I go to church you sing the
same songs!” The pastor, who was quite
proud of the diversity in the church’s music, asked the man
which songs he was referring to. Then the man said, “Silent
Night, Away in a Manger and O Little Town of Bethlehem”.

Liturgy this Week 14 December – 20 December 2020
MONDAY

-

TUESDAY

-

WEDNESDAY

St John of the Cross

-

7:00pm

THURSDAY

Mass with Reconciliation

-

-

FRIDAY

8:00am

Mass followed by Adoration and Benediction

SATURDAY

9:00am

Mass

SUNDAY

6:00pm (Saturday); 8:00am; 5:30pm
Readings – 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8-12, 14, 16

Mass: Fourth Sunday of Advent
No Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Romans 16:25-27

Luke 1:26-38

OTHER LITURGY AND PRAYER
RECONCILIATION

Saturday at 9:30am and 5:00pm

ROSARY/ANGELUS

Saturday before the 9:00am Mass
MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION

ENTRANCE HYMN

COME LORD JESUS
Maranatha! Come Lord Jesus. Maranatha!
God with us.
Maranatha! Come Lord Jesus.
Come Emmanuel, come Emmanuel.
Give your hope to all the nations: Maranatha!
God with us.
Give your joy to all who love you:
Come Emmanuel, come Emmanuel.
Text and music: Chris de Silva © 2012 by GIA Publications, Inc.
All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENCE #A-621195

PENITENTIAL ACT

I confess to almighty God and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my words,
in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,
through my fault, through my fault,
through my most grievous fault;
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,
all the Angels and Saints,
and you, my brothers and sisters,
to pray for me to the Lord our God.

We proclaim your death, O Lord, and profess your
resurrection, until you come again.
COMMUNION HYMN

IN CHRIST WE COME TO OFFER THANKS
In Christ we come to offer thanks
with mind and voice in harmony,
to praise the ageless God of time
for life in this community.
Ubi caritas, ubi caritas,
Deus ibi est, deus ibi est.
O God of seasons’ ebb and flow;
In Christian life, in work and prayer,
in joyful hope we seek your face
and daily find you everywhere.
For Faithful Love in ages past,
For founders fearless, able, strong,
For sacred story, sacred place,
We lift our hearts in festive song.
Words Copyright © 2011, Music Copyright © 2018 by GIA Publications, Inc.
All rights reserved. Used with permission ONE LICENCE #A-621195

RECESSIONAL HYMN
CREED

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all things visible and invisible. I believe in one Lord Jesus
Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all
ages. God from god, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate
of the Virgin Mary, and became man. For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose
again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets. I believe in one, holy,
catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of the
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

CHRIST BE OUR LIGHT
Longing for light, we wait in darkness.
Longing for truth, we turn to you.
Make us your own, your holy people.
Light for the world to see.
Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts.
Shine through the darkness.
Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today.
Longing for peace, our world is troubled.
Longing for hope, many despair.
Your word alone has pow’r to save us.
Make us your living voice.
©1993 Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCT Publications. All rights reserved.
Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-621195

Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © 2010, International Commission on
English in the Liturgy (ICEL). Used with permission. All rights reserved.

