
 

 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

 

Truly God is my salvation. I trust,  
I shall not fear.   

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!   
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; 
he sent me to bring Good News 

to the poor.   
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

Zephaniah 3:14-18     Philippians 4:4-5 
Luke 3:10-18  

 
Please pray for our departed loved 
ones, especially Phoebe Eales, 
Arthur (Alan) Wilson, Robert Hancock, 
Magda Coulam, Emmanuel (Willie) 
Falzon and Geoffrey Cardillo, Jeff Gill 
recently deceased and also for Erin 
Begley, Bill Underwood, Reg Sladen, 
Les Aylward, Noel Nicholson, Conrado 
Daffon, Stan Grzegrzolka, Lyons 
family, Dennis Duncan, Erline 
Marshall, Roy Jones, Kathleen 
Geraghty, Andrew Geraghty, Kath and 
George Nolan, Margaret Turpin, 
Harrold Turpin, Vera Price, Thatcher, 
Smith, Rasmussen and Boese 
families. 
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YEAR OF MERCY and DIVORCE 
 

The end of a marriage is always a heart-breaking experience.  It is the end of hopes 
and dreams.  There is often a sense of failure. 
 

The experience varies enormously, of course.  For some there is a sense of moving 
on to something richer and more rewarding.  Others are left feeling abandoned, 
desolate.  When children are involved, they may feel guilty, confused and divided 
in their loyalty. 
 

Generally, for legal and financial reasons, the end of a marriage produces a 
divorce.  Finality.  Sometimes a terrible finality and loneliness.  Because we are 
human beings, we are not perfect.  Break-down, break-up is part of life. 
 

The Church is not a gathering of the perfect.  It is a community of people with high 
ideals.  And because it is a human community, it is the home of mercy, the place 
where we encounter the merciful Christ. 
 

It may be that someone comes away from a divorce aware that they have acted 
cruelly and selfishly.  They then stand in need of reconciliation to put right their 
relationship with God and others.  Penance leads to communion.   
 

Most commonly, however, break up and divorce leaves people feeling fragile and 
vulnerable, and desperately in need of Christ’s healing and strength.  Holy 
communion is medicine for the soul, food for the human journey, an encounter 
with the healing Christ.  Come to me all you who labour and are heavily burdened, says 
Christ, and I will give your rest for your souls. 
 

Church teaching gets a bit sticky when a divorced person remarries.  For the 
Church wants to respect the commitment of a couple who pledge their love and 
fidelity for all the days of their life.  Unless the first marriage is annulled, the 
Church is not able to celebrate a second marriage. 
 

It is the situation of those who are divorced and remarried that the recent Synods 
in Rome have been discussing.  Some simply say they are living in sin and so are 
excluded from holy communion. But our messy lives are not so tidy.  It cannot be 
that anyone is outside the powerful mercy of God.  No sin is unforgiveable.  Nor is 
it reasonable to presume that the consequences of God’s mercy and forgiveness 
might entail the draconian penance of life-long celibacy.   
 

There has to be a better answer.  Certainly when we see a faith-filled, faithful couple 
rejoicing is a loving second marriage, bringing up children in a stable environment, 
sometimes generously working together a blended family, what we see is something 
good and admirable and inspiring.  After heartache and pain, we now see joy.  We 
are still learning in the Church to see this as the blessing of God’s mercy. 
 

Sincerely   
 
 

Parish Priest

� TOM ELICH parish priest � MARY RANDLE SGS pastoral associate � HELEN PRICE and HELEN COLE parish secretaries � ANN-MAREE NICHOLLS SGS school principal � 



Please remember the sick in your prayers – Karen 
Cassady, Molly Xavier, Annabel Mahony, Leo 
Maher, Paula Maher, Rory Kelly, Margaret Anne 
Pritchard, Lucy Gibb, Matilda Swain, Julie Wessely. 
 

DATE CLAIMERS 2015 
Wednesday 16 December Mass of Reconciliation  7pm 
Friday 18 December Community Christmas Carols 6pm 
Sunday 20 December Mass in French 3pm 
 

RECONCILIATION with Mass will be celebrated at 7pm 
Wednesday 16 December. The two sacraments will help you 
to get ready spiritually for Christmas.  Don’t miss it! 
 

����VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR CHRISTMAS���� 
To help at 6pm, Midnight and 8am Masses – Readers, 
Communion Ministers, Altar Servers and Collectors.  Also 
HOSPITALITY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED after each 
Christmas Mass to serve refreshments.  We require donations 
of fruit cakes – “Lions” cakes are great.  If you are able to help 
with any of this please call the office on 3399 2386. 
 

RCIA – Please continue to support our 
candidates in prayer, help them by example 
and welcome them through our friendship. 
Their journey continues in the New Year. 

 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL – Thank you to all the 
parishioners who helped with the Christmas gift 
appeal this year. Your response was really 
wonderful and will enable us to help needy 
families in our parish and local area.  
 

MESSE EN FRANÇAIS – Several times a year. Fr Tom 
celebrates Mass in French for the French-
speaking community. It will be held at Sts 
Peter and Paul’s 3pm Sunday 20 December.  
All French speakers and students welcome. 
 

A FESTIVAL OF NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS  
St Stephen’s Cathedral “A Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols” 
the traditional carol service containing your favourite carols to 
sing as well as Advent and Christmas music. 7pm Wednesday 
16 December at St Stephen’s Cathedral.  The event will be led 
by – the Cathedral Choir, the Schola, and the Chorale. 
Conductor - James Goldrick, organist - Andrej Kouznetsov. 
Bring your friends. Admission is FREE. Retiring collection. 
 

VOCATION VIEW – Have you ever asked: ‘What ought I do?’  
Simply, tell the Good News to people – begin a new 
evangelisation.  Begin the Jubilee of Mercy to 
God’s Heart.  Pray for vocations. To talk to 
someone about your vocation, please contact the 
Vocation office on 3336 9392 or 
vocation@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

Year Of Mercy - “At times we are called to gaze even more 
attentively on mercy so that we may become a 
more effective sign of the father’s action in our 
lives. For this reason I have proclaimed an 
Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy as a special time 
for the Church, a time when the witness of 
believers might grow stronger and more effective”.  

(Pope Francis, Misericordiae Vultus – Bull of 
Indiction of the ExtraordinaryJubilee of Mercy #3)  

 

Humour - As a little girl climbed onto Santa's lap, Santa asked 

the usual, "And what would you like for Christmas?"   The child 

stared at him open mouthed and horrified for a minute, then 

gasped: "Didn't you get my E-mail?” 
 

NO PARKING please on brick paved area in front of the church. 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

CHECK OUT THE PARISH WEBSITE 

www.bulimbacatholic.com 
GET THE PARISH NEWSLETTER ONLINE 

School newsletter: www.stspp.qld.edu.au 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CHRISTMAS MASSES 
Christmas Eve 6pm (lots of children) 
Christmas Eve 8pm (a bit quieter) 
Midnight (special magic) 

Christmas morning 8am (again exuberant children) 
 

CALLING ALL SHEPHERDS AND 
ANGELS!  At the Christmas Family Masses 
(6pm Christmas Eve and 8am Christmas 
Morning) we invite small children to come 
dressed as shepherds or angels.  There will 

be a Gospel Tableau and they are invited to come forward as a 
group to be part of the proclamation of the Gospel. 

 

 
 

SACRAMENTS IN 2016  
Please mark the following dates in your diary for next year. 
 

CONFIRMATION (Year 3 children) 

Parent information sessions 
Thursday 17 March 7:30pm 
OR Friday 18 March 9:30am 
Celebration of Confirmation  
Weekend 14/15 May at all Masses 
 

CONFIRMATION/COMMUNION (Year 4 children) 
Parent information sessions 
Thursday 14 April 7:30 pm 
OR Friday 15 April 9:30 am 
Celebration of Sacraments   
All Masses on weekend 28/29 May 
 

PARISH ROSTERS NEXT WEEK 
Readers, Communion Ministers, Sacristans and Altar Servers 
Team 3 - please arrange a substitute if you are not available. 

Hospitality Roster 
20 December – Brenda Hawke, Anita Tichelaar, Karen Collyns 
25 December – Help needed at all Christmas Masses  

Casserole Bank   
Team 2 – Contact Erica Wilcox  (extra supplies very welcome ) 



 

+ Liturgy this Week   14 December – 20 December 2015 

MONDAY 7:00am  Mass 

TUESDAY -  - 

WEDNESDAY 7:00pm  Mass with Reconciliation 

THURSDAY -  Communion Home Visits 

FRIDAY 8:00am  Mass 

SATURDAY 9:00am  Mass  

SUNDAY   6:00pm (Saturday), 8:00am and 6:00pm Mass: Third Sunday of Advent 

  Readings –  Micah 5:1-4     Hebrews 10:5-10      Luke 1:39-44 

OTHER LITURGY AND PRAYER 

RECONCILIATION Saturday at 9:30am and 5:00pm 

MEDITATION Tuesday at 7:00pm (Lourdes Hill Convent) and Wednesday at 9:30am (Parish Hall) 

ROSARY for peace Saturday before 9:00am Mass 

ANGELUS for vocations Saturday before 9:00am Mass 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN    
ADVENT SONG 

 

Chorus  Gather in hope, People of God. 
Sing the Advent song! 
Song of faith, Song of trust, 
A song to welcome the Christ. 
Song to welcome the Christ.  
 

(Repeat 2 times and once again after Advent Candle is lit.) 
 

Printed With Permission.  (Copyright Licence No.1195) 
 

 
 

PENITENTIAL ACT 
You were sent to heal the contrite of heart 
Lord, have mercy 
Lord, have mercy 
You came to call sinners 
Christ, have mercy 
Christ, have mercy 
You are seated at the right hand of the Father to 
intercede for us 
Lord, have mercy 
Lord, have mercy 

 
LAMB OF GOD      
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,  
Have mercy on us 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,  
Have mercy on us.   
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,  
Grant us peace. 
 
MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION   
When we eat this bread and drink this cup,  
We proclaim your death O Lord until you come again. 
 

 

COMMUNION HYMN 

JESUS CHRIST IS WAITING 
 

Jesus Christ is waiting, waiting in the streets: 
No one is his neighbour, all alone he eats. 
Listen, Lord Jesus, I am lonely too. 
Make me, friend or stranger, fit to wait on you. 
 

Jesus Christ is raging, raging in the street, 
Where injustice spirals and real hope retreats. 
Listen, Lord Jesus, I am angry too. 
In the Kingdom’s causes let me rage with you. 
 

Jesus Christ is healing, healing in the streets, 
Curing those who suffer, touching those he greets. 
Listen, Lord Jesus, I have pity too. 
Let my care be active, healing just like you. 
 

Jesus Christ is dancing, dancing in the streets, 
Where each sign of hatred he, with love, defeats. 
Listen, Lord Jesus, I should triumph too. 
On suspicion’s graveyard let me dance with you. 
 

Jesus Christ is calling, calling in the streets, 
“Who will join my journey? I will guide their feet.” 
Let my fears be few.  Walk one step before me;  
I will follow you. 

 

Printed With Permission.  (Copyright Licence No.1195) 

 
RECESSIONAL HYMN      

LET HEAVEN REJOICE 
CHORUS 

Let heaven rejoice and earth be glad; 
Let all creation sing. 
Let children proclaim through every land: 
“Hosanna to our king.” 
 

Sound the trumpet into the night; 
The day of the Lord is near. 
Wake his people, lift your voice, 
Proclaim it to the world. 

        CHORUS 

Rise in splendour; shake off your sleep; 
Put on your robes of joy. 
And in the morning you shall see  
the glory of the Lord. 

        CHORUS 
Printed With Permission.  (Copyright Licence No.1195) 

 



 


