26th April 2020 (Year A)

 TOM ELICH parish priest  GERRY CROOKS pastoral associate  HELEN PRICE and HELEN COLE parish secretaries  ANN-MAREE NICHOLLS SGS school principal 

Third Sunday of Easter

The EASTER SEASON

Please pray for our departed
loved ones, especially George
Danen, Kathleen O’Connor, Mary
Miller, Sr Janet Colbourne SGS,
Peter Perring and Felino Zamora

recently deceased and also for

Christ is risen, but his presence was mysterious and even somewhat
elusive. Today’s story of Emmaus delves into this reality in a powerful
sacramental way.




The disciples meet a stranger on the road. Here is the first and most
basic liturgical sign of Christ’s presence – the gathering of the
liturgical assembly. It is the gathered Church which is the real
celebrant of the liturgy.
The stranger opens up the Scriptures and the disciples’ hearts burn
within them. This is the second sign of the presence of Christ in the
liturgy – Christ who speaks and touches our hearts.

Colin McMahon, John Fletcher, Gary
Fletcher, Patrick O’Connell, Patricia
O’Connell, Ross Saffiotti, the Jarrett
family, Aunty Joan Hendriks, Annie
Saunders, Vince Long, Patrick Long,
Eve Long, Arthur Wilson and Mavis
Wilson.

Please remember the
sick in your prayers –
James Bates, Jan Low
(nee Stefano), Carmen
Turner, Rob Stonier, Marlyn and John
Chester, Maureen O’Connor, John
Clarke, Anna Harkin, Yvonne Reich,
Jennifer Tuck (nee Moss), Oliver Zhu.



The disciples invite the stranger to table. Here is the third sign – he took the bread, and said the blessing; then
he broke it and handed it to them. And their eyes were opened and they recognised him.

When we watch Mass on screen, we are reminded of these signs, but they are just pictures.


We yearn for the time when we can gather once again as brothers and sisters, to offer the liturgy together
as the Body of Christ. It is not a spectator event; it is something we do together.



We yearn for the event when the Scriptures are proclaimed and opened up, from mouth to ear, from
heart to heart. Breaking open the Scriptures takes place in the context of Christian assembly.



And finally, of course, we yearn to gather at the table of the Lord, to offer the sacrifice of the cross, and to
participate in Christ’s saving work by receiving communion from the altar. A virtual banquet cannot
exist -- it is no substitute for the real thing. We fast so that we may feast.

In the meantime, I hope you are rediscovering what it is like to belong to the ‘domestic Church’ of the
family. Where two or three gather in my name, said Jesus, there am I in your midst. As you read the Scriptures
aloud together each Sunday, know that Christ is very close to you, even though we cannot share the
Eucharist.
Many families in the parish have had this experience already through preparation for the sacraments. The
weeks of sacramental preparation are a time for parents and children to sit quietly, to talk, to tell stories, to
work and pray together. At the end, there is a real joy at the journey they have travelled to the celebration
of the sacrament. I hope your time Alone@Home also makes your hearts glad.

Parish Priest

While restrictions are in place to protect the community
and prevent the spread of COVID-19, we have ideas of
ways you can celebrate your faith and connect with the
Catholic community.
We encourage you to pray together as
a family in this time of trial. The
Sunday readings are attached with a
commentary. Take some time at
home to read the scriptures aloud and
pray together as a family.
Watch Mass online – join us for a live broadcast from St
Stephen’s Cathedral 12:30pm weekdays, 8am and 10am
Sundays at www.archbne.org/bzw. You can also watch an
earlier Mass recorded on the same website.
Read the latest news from “The Catholic
Leader” – an online edition of the newspaper
is extended to all parishioners FREE. Keep
faith at www.catholicleader.com.au

PLEASE NOTE ALL REMAINING LITURGICAL
CELEBRATIONS AND OTHER FORTHCOMING
ACTIVITIES HAVE BEEN CANCELLED.
 The sacramental program for PENANCE has been
suspended until later in the year.
 The sacramental preparation for FIRST HOLY
COMMUNION is postponed indefinitely.
 ALL parish meetings are cancelled.
FUNERALS will be allowed to go ahead with very restricted
numbers – normally immediate family only.

PROJECT COMPASSION 2020 - Thank you for
supporting Caritas Australia. PLEASE RETURN
BOXES OR ENVELOPES TO THE PARISH
OFFICE DURING OPENING HOURS OR LEAVE
IN THE LOCKED LETTERBOX AT THE END OF
THE DRIVEWAY.
SOCIAL JUSTICE GROUP – Your
involvement in our S.U.P.P. project will help
you to live the spirit, courage and mateship
of the ANZACs by helping a refugee live life
to the full. This weekend Australia honours and remembers
the spirit, courage and mateship of the ANZACs and
therefore the spirit, courage and mateship of subsequent
servicemen and women. Within this context we as
Catholics also remember words from Jesus when he
asserts that his faithful followers, that is, those who listen to
him, know him, and follow him are given eternal life and will
NEVER be lost. Such words are consoling to all
communities who believe in the unity of the Father and the
Son. The idea of having a safe place, never to be lost, is
comforting to Australians who enjoy the privileges of this
beautiful country, we call home. Now in this current global
crisis, we have all drawn upon the spirit, courage and
mateship that is often attributed to the ANZACs.
Refugees also have a simple yearning NEVER to be lost
and should be the benefit of that same ANZAC spirit.
To find out more about how our parish is stepping up you
can find a devoted space to S.U.P.P. on the parish website:
Want to Step Up now? Add to our growing total of over
$3540.00 by DONATING NOW - there are two ways to give:
1. DIRECT DEPOSIT (preferred)
Account Name: Refugee Support
BSB: 064 786 A/C 100026385 (your name as reference)
2. CASH or CHEQUE (direct to parish office) please note
‘REFUGEE SUPPORT’ (your name as reference)

STAY IN TOUCH – there are
plenty of ways to stay in touch
with friends and family remotely.
Below are a few more ideas for
bridging the physical gap with
your loved ones.
Small Blessings is a community campaign that celebrates
the good deeds we do for each other in times of need, as
we are experiencing now. If you have received or witnessed
something, no matter how big or small, that has made a big
difference in someone’s day, let us know so we can share it
with the community. In sharing our Small Blessings, we can
bring hope to the community and inspire others. Share your
experience at www.smallblessings.com.au
The gift of time…… Are you using it well? We finally have
more time to spend with our children and family, time to
learn, time to play, time to explore the internet or to take
up a neglected hobby or finish that abandoned project!
Use your time wisely – you asked for it.
Innovate and Create - media channels are buzzing with
new ideas: online deliveries, virtual sports or dance
classes, rock concerts, impromptu choirs and cooking
classes. Learn how to do a mini renovation in your home
or revamp your garden. We are creative as we look for
new ways of doing things. Who knew we had so many
hidden talents just waiting to be discovered. Have you
found yours yet?

YOUR PARISH is here to support you.
The office will remain open five
mornings per week. We have been
contacting parishioners to touch base
and see how they are going. If you
hear of people in trouble or know of
someone who you think would like a
phone call, please let us know. If the
office is unattended when you call, please leave a message
and we will make contact as soon as possible.

VINNIES: If you or someone you know is in trouble,
remember that our St Vincent de Paul group is
still operating. They can bring a food parcel to
tide you over – casseroles and tinned food.
Please telephone the call centre 3010 1000.

Please continue to support your parish
community by continuing your weekly offering.
We have been asked by parishioners,
particularly by those who give via
envelopes and loose on the collection at
Mass, how can we continue to give money
to the Parish? Here are a couple of ways…
 Drop off your donation - parish office or via our
locked letterbox at the end of the driveway.
 Give via direct debit. Please call the parish office and
we can email a form. Alternately you can find the form
on the parish website under Quick Links – Contribute
to parish
 Credit card donation. (per above)
 Direct deposit donation to our bank account BSB – 064 786 A/C - 006 031 500 (REF: surname)
7pm Friday nights, online. Join
us for worship, speaker
and connections.
facebook.com/igyouth or
youtube.com/igyouthtv
For more information on how we can connect with you get
in touch with our team. tash@igniteyouth.com
CATHOLIC SCHOOL BURSARIES FOR FAMILIES
FACING HARDSHIP STILL OPEN
The Mary MacKillop Brisbane Catholic School Access Fund
(MacKillop Fund) provides access to Catholic education for
families within the Archdiocese of Brisbane. This bursary is
open to children not currently enrolled in a Catholic school,
where the family is experiencing severe hardship and
believe their child would benefit from a supportive Catholic
community. Applications for the 2021 school year are open
and will be considered in May 2020. More information and
the Expression of Interest Forms are available online.
VOCATION VIEW: We can feel the Lord’s call at
the strangest places and times. The call can
haunt us and pursue us until we say, “Lord, what
will you have me do?” Pray for Vocations. To
speak to someone about your vocation, please
contact the Vocation Centre on 3324 3351.

JOKE FOR THE WEEK - Over breakfast one morning a wife
told her husband "You know, I'm getting
really forgetful. This morning, I was standing
at the top of the stairs, and I couldn't
remember whether I had just come up or
was about to go down." "Oh dear" she
sighed, "I'm convinced my mind is almost
completely gone!" Her husband looked up from the newspaper
and commented, "I'm not surprised: You've been giving me a
piece of it every day for thirty years!"

LITURGY 27 April – 3 May 2020
Tuesday 28 April –
Wednesday 29 April –
Saturday 2 May –

St Peter Chanel
St Catherine of Siena
St Athanasius

Sunday 3 May -

FOURTH SUNDAY of EASTER

Readings – Acts 2:14, 36-41 1 Peter 2:20-25 John 10:1-10
______________________________________________________________________________

CHECK OUT THE PARISH WEBSITE

www.bulimbacatholic.com
GET THE PARISH NEWSLETTER ONLINE

