19th April 2020 (Year A)

 TOM ELICH parish priest  GERRY CROOKS pastoral associate  HELEN PRICE and HELEN COLE parish secretaries  ANN-MAREE NICHOLLS SGS school principal 

Second Sunday of Easter

SOLIDARITY Alone@Home

A good number of people have told me that they have received spiritual
nourishment and support over Easter by watching the liturgy telecast or livestreamed. I am very pleased that this option has been made available. I
watched a few things myself. But I don’t think it’s the magic answer to our
isolation and separation from the church.
Liturgy on screen can easily give the wrong impression. It can suggest that
liturgy is fundamentally the priest’s work, something that the people just watch.
This is not the reality I know. For me, the first and most fundamental liturgical
symbol is the assembly, the gathering of the people of God. It is the gathered
Church, the Body of Christ, which is the true celebrant of the liturgy. The priest
renders the service of presiding over the communal worship; and because - by
ordination - he represents the headship of Christ, he ensures that the assembly is
properly constituted for our formal worship as the Church.
For this reason, rather than celebrate the liturgy for a camera, I have preferred to
remain in solidarity with the rest of the community which is deprived of the
experience of celebrating liturgy. This fasting from the Eucharist is not easy for
any of us. We yearn for the time when we will be able to gather together again
as the Church, to listen to the word together, and to share together at the table of
the Lord.
In the meantime, I think it is important that we do something ‘real’ rather than
just watch pictures of it. This is why we are sending you the readings (and a
children’s liturgy) each week. So that you can take time to read Scripture aloud,
try to understand the readings by talking as a family, and then to say some
prayers together from your heart.
This indeed is how I lived the Easter ceremonies over the weekend. In my mind,
I would be saying, ‘Now it is three o’clock; now we are gathering for the Good
Friday liturgy.’ I read the story of the Passion. In my imagination, I could see
the cross unveiled and spent a time in adoration. And so for each part of the
Easter Triduum. You were all close to my mind and heart, because you are all
part of the liturgy I was missing.
That is also why I recommend the Lord’s Prayer as the key prayer for our time
of isolation. Note that the whole thing is in the plural. “Our Father… Give us
this day our daily bread…” We cannot pray it just by and for ourselves. It is the
family prayer of all the baptised. Whenever we say it, we are united with the
whole church as we await our next gathering to celebrate the liturgy together.
Best wishes

Tom Elich

Please pray for our departed
loved ones, especially George
Danen, Kathleen O’Connor, Sr
Janet Colbourne SGS, Betty
Waldron, Zach Robba, Peter
Perring
and
Felino
Zamora

recently deceased and also for
Colin McMahon, John and Gary
Fletcher, Patrick and Patricia
O’Connell, Ross Saffiotti, Jarrett
family, Aunty Joan Hendriks, Annie
Saunders, Vince Long, Patrick and
Eve Long and Arthur and Mavis
Wilson.

Please remember the
sick in your prayers –
James Bates, Jan Low
(nee Stefano), Carmen
Turner, Rob Stonier, Maureen
O’Connor, Marlyn and John
Chester, John Clarke, Jennifer Tuck
(nee Moss), Yvonne Reich, Anna
Harkin, Anita Xavier, Oliver Zhu.

While restrictions are in place to protect the
community and prevent the spread of COVID-19, we
have ideas of ways you can celebrate your faith and
connect with the Catholic community.
We encourage you to pray together as a
family in this time of trial. The Sunday
readings are attached with a commentary.
Take some time at home to read the
scriptures aloud and pray together as a
family.

Watch Mass online – join us for a live broadcast from St
Stephen’s Cathedral 12:30pm weekdays, 8am and 10am
Sundays at www.archbne.org/bzw. You can also watch an
earlier Mass recorded on the same website.
Read the latest news from “The Catholic Leader” – in these
unprecedented times, an online edition of the newspaper
will be extended to all parishioners FREE. Keep faith with
the leader at www.catholicleader.com.au

PLEASE NOTE ALL REMAINING LITURGICAL
CELEBRATIONS AND OTHER FORTHCOMING
ACTIVITIES HAVE BEEN CANCELLED.


The sacramental program for PENANCE has been
suspended until later in the year.



The sacramental preparation for FIRST HOLY
COMMUNION is postponed indefinitely.



ALL parish meetings are cancelled.

FUNERALS will be allowed to go ahead with very restricted
numbers – normally immediate family only.
LITURGY 20 April – 26 April
THIRD SUNDAY of EASTER
Readings – Acts 2:14, 22-33

1 Peter 1:17-21

Luke 24:13-35

PROJECT COMPASSION 2020 - GO FURTHER TOGETHER.
Thank you for supporting Caritas Australia’s Lenten appeal.
PLEASE RETURN YOUR BOXES OR ENVELOPES TO THE
PARISH OFFICE DURING OPENING HOURS OR LEAVE IN THE
LOCKED LETTERBOX AT THE END OF THE DRIVEWAY.
Online donations can be made at lent.caritas.org.au/donate/

SOCIAL JUSTICE GROUP – ‘S.U.P.P.’ = Step Up
Parish Project. We are moving forward with our
parish's key Social Justice initiative for 2020 S.U.P.P. We aim to help resettle in Canada some
300 refugees who Australia has detained in
Papua New Guinea and Nauru.
You can now find a devoted page to the project on the parish
website. This page has live links where you can learn more
about Ads-Up Canada and all that relates to this project. Listen
to a refugee who has been resettled and learn how your
donation will help a refugee live life to the full.
Want to Step Up now? Add to our growing total of over
$2040.00 by DONATING NOW
Please consider how you can help by making a donation.
There are two ways to give:
1. DIRECT DEPOSIT (preferred)
Account Name: Refugee Support
BSB: 064 786 A/C#: 100026385
Please use your name as a reference.
2. CASH or CHEQUE (direct to parish office)
Please identify as ‘REFUGEE SUPPORT’ and use your
name as a reference.
CHECK OUT THE PARISH WEBSITE

www.bulimbacatholic.com
GET THE PARISH NEWSLETTER ONLINE

YOUR PARISH is here to support you. The office will remain
open five mornings per week. We have been contacting
parishioners with a pastoral phone call to touch base and see
how they’re going. If you hear of people in trouble or know of
someone who you think would like a phone call, please let us
know. If the office is unattended when you call, please leave a
message and we will make contact as soon as possible.
VINNIES: If you or someone you know is in trouble, remember
that our St Vincent de Paul group is still operating. They can
bring a food parcel to tide you over – casseroles and tinned
food. Ring the Vinnies call centre on 3010 1000.
Please continue to support your parish community by
continuing your weekly offering.
We have been asked by parishioners, particularly by those who
give via envelopes and loose on the collection at Mass, how
can we continue to give money to the Parish? Here are a
couple of ways…
 Drop off your donation - parish office or via our
locked letterbox at the end of the driveway.
 Give via direct debit. Please call the parish office and
we can email a form. Alternately you can find the form
on the parish website under Quick Links – Contribute to
parish
 Credit card donation. (per above)
 Direct deposit donation to our bank account BSB – 064 786 A/C - 006 031 500 (REF: surname)
STAY IN TOUCH – there are plenty of ways
to stay in touch with friends remotely. This
week we want you to get creative. Below
are a few more ideas for bridging the
physical gap with your loved ones.
Make Spotify playlists together – this might be for the
younger crowd or ‘young’ at heart. How about a ‘Work from
Home’ playlist full of all sorts of good music? Take advantage
of Spotify’s collaborative playlist feature. Simply create a new
playlist and hit the three dots to access the menu. Click
Collaborative Playlist and then copy the link within the same
menu. Send it to your pals and they’ll be able to add tracks!
Send some snail mail – put all your pent-up isolation energy
into creating greeting cards or writing letters to your friends and
family. Even get the kids in on it. Visit your neighbourhood
and pop a hand-made card into your elderly neighbour’s
letterbox or drop on their doorstep.
Remember to pick up your phone and give someone you’re
missing a call. Hearing someone’s voice is the next best thing
to hanging out in person.
VOCATION VIEW: It is only through people like you
that others will be able to say: “We have seen the
Lord.” With the resurrection to empower you and with
Jesus to lure you, you too can inspire others who
have not seen to believe. Pray for Vocations. To
speak to someone about your vocation, please
contact the Brisbane Vocation Centre on 3324 3351.

