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LIVING THE EASTER DAYS

Do any of you remember the sky-writer
making this message over Bulimba one

Easter morning a few years ago? Itis a

message we need to hear in 2020.

The cross in the sky and the cross on our
bell tower speak of Jesus” death on Good
Friday. The infinite blue sky and the
bright sun speak of the glory of Easter
Sunday. Together the three days of
Easter reveal a mystery of love, God’s
love and care for us and our love and
care for one another.

The gathering of the community is a
fundamental part of our liturgical life.
We come together as the assembled
Church. This is what it means to belong,
to be Christian: that we are part of the Body of Christ which celebrates the Mass.
This year, with our churches closed, our liturgical assembly is very small -
because the liturgy takes place in the family, the domestic Church.

I hope the little family prayer celebrations for these holy days which I prepared
and which we sent to you will be helpful. They can help us to stay in touch with
the great mysteries which we celebrate each year in union with the universal
church.

And while we are looking at a picture of our bell tower, let me make another
suggestion. We ring the bells at 9am, 12 noon and 6pm each day. Can you hear
them from where you live? The parish does not cover a huge area, but many will
not be able to hear the bells. Still, the bell is a call to prayer.

Can we say a communal prayer as a parish each day as the bell tolls? Three times
a day, in our own homes, why not say the Lord’s Prayer in union with the rest of
the parish community? Perhaps in these times of anxiety and isolation, we might
add the priest’s prayer which follows it at Mass:

Deliver us, Lord, from every evil, and grant us peace in our day.

In your mercy, keep us free from sin and protect us from all anxiety,

as we wait in joyful hope for the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and for ever.

May the peace and joy of Easter be with you all!

Tom Elich i
—larg=ie
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Please pray for our departed
loved ones, especially George
Danen, Kathleen O’Connor, Joan
(Denaro) Mulcahy, Betty Waldron,
Zach Robba, Monica Castle and
Felino Zamora recently deceased
and also for Colin McMahon, John
and Gary Fletcher, Patrick and
Patricia O’Connell, Ross Saffiotti,
Jarrett family, Aunty Joan Hendriks,
Annie Saunders, Vince Long,
Patrick and Eve Long and Arthur
and Mavis Wilson.

Please remember the

sick in your prayers —

PRAYER ~ James Bates, Jan Low

REQUESTS (nee Stefano), Carmen

Turner, Rob Stonier, Maureen

O’Connor, Marlyn and John

Chester, John Clarke, Jennifer Tuck

(nee Moss), Yvonne Reich, Anna
Harkin, Anita Xavier, Oliver Zhu.




While restrictions are in place to protect the
community and prevent the spread of COVD-19, we
have ideas of ways you can celebrate your faith and
connect with the Catholic community.

¥ We encourage you to pray together as a
,‘ P family in this time of trial. The Sunday
% readings are attached with a
'\&1‘ i commentary. Take some time at home to
% read the scriptures aloud and pray

‘. 3 - '
EEETTT T together as a family.

Watch Mass online — join us for a live broadcast from St
Stephen’s Cathedral 12:30pm weekdays, 8am and 10am
Sundays at www.archbne.org/bzw. You can also watch an
earlier Mass recorded on the same website.

LS

Read the latest news from “The Catholic Leader” — in these
unprecedented times, an online edition of the newspaper
will be extended to all parishioners FREE. Keep faith with
the leader at www.catholicleader.com.au

HOLY WEEK AT HOME -
Practical suggestions and were
sent via email last Monday and
are available on the Liturgy
Brisbane website at
www.liturgybrisbane.net.au

PLEASE NOTE ALL REMAINING LITURGICAL
CELEBRATIONS AND OTHER FORTHCOMING
ACTIVITIES HAVE BEEN CANCELLED.

1 The sacramental program for PENANCE has been
suspended until later in the year.

1 The sacramental preparation for FIRST HOLY
COMMUNION is postponed indefinitely.

1 ALL parish meetings are cancelled.

FUNERALS will be allowed to go ahead with very restricted
numbers — normally immediate family only.

SOCIAL JUSTICE GROUP - ‘S.U.P.P.” = Step
Up Parish Project. We are moving forward
with our parish's key Social Justice initiative
for 2020 - S.U.P.P. We aim to help resettle in
Canada some 300 refugees who Australia has
detained in Papua New Guinea and Nauru.

You can now find a devoted page to the project on the parish
website. This page has live links where you can learn more
about Ads-Up Canada and all that relates to this project. Listen
to a refugee who has been resettled and learn how your
donation will help a refugee live life to the full. Our parish will
have further communications after Easter with a remote launch
via our Parish Newsletter.

Want to Step Up now? Add to our growing total of over
$1840.00 by DONATING NOW

Please consider how you can help by making a donation.
There are two ways to give:
1. DIRECT DEPOSIT (preferred)
Account Name: Refugee Support
BSB: 064 786 A/C#: 100026385
Please use your name as a reference.
2. CASH or CHEQUE (direct to parish office)
Please identify as ‘REFUGEE SUPPORT and use your
name as a reference.

2 . PROJECT COMPASSION 2020 -

* aritas GO FURTHER TOGETHER

% AUSTRALIA Thank you for your ongoing support
this Lenten season. Please return

your boxes and envelopes to the parish office or via our

locked letterbox at the end of the driveway or go online to

lent.caritas.org.au/donate/ to make your gift.

YOUR PARISH is here to support you. Easter opening hours
are as follows — CLOSED Good Friday, Easter Monday and
Tuesday. The office will remain open other days next week.
Please let us know if you hear of people in trouble and we will
try to help. If the office is unattended please leave a message
and we will make contact as soon as possible.

Please continue to support your parish community by
continuing your weekly offering.

We have been asked by parishioners, particularly by those who
give via envelopes and loose on the collection at Mass, how
can we continue to give money to the Parish? Here are a
couple of ways...

91  Drop off your donation - parish office or via our
locked letterbox at the end of the driveway.

1 Give via direct debit. Please call the parish office and

we can email a form. Alternately you can find the form

on the parish website under Quick Links T Contribute to

parish

Credit card donation. (per above)

Direct deposit donation to our bank account -

BSB — 064 786 A/C - 006 031 500 (REF: surname)

= =

LITURGY 13 April — 19 April

SECOND SUNDAY of EASTER
Readings i Acts 2:42-47 1 Peter 1:3-9 John 20:19-31

CHECK OUT THE PARISH WEBSITE

www.bulimbacatholic.com
GET THE PARISH NEWSLETTER ONLINE

STAY IN TOUCH - being around

‘ , someone is critical to friendships. Have
you noticed when somebody moves
away, they often lose touch with a lot of

people? It's because they just don’t see
them anymore. So while we’re all at home
and we don't see people around we need to find new ways of
staying in touch. Make a phone call, check in on Face time,
recycle the tin of beans and grab a piece of twine — that’ll work
right?

ACTS OF LOVE - it's a bit more challenging to show acts of
charity of kindness from home so maybe let’s start there. What
are the ways you can go above and beyond at home? Make
dinner for everyone at your house, mow the lawn or challenge
yourself!

GO OFFLINE — we get the irony here! For the time being so
much of your connection with others will be through your
screen. If you get the chance take some time off — do a puzzle,
exercise, read a book, say a prayer.

VOCATION VIEW: You have been given new life
in Christ. Forsake earthly materialism, in order to

live life to the full. Pray for Vocations. To speak to 6
someone about your vocation, please contact the u
Brisbane Vocation Centre on 3324 3351. vocation

A sense of humour is a gift from God. Laughter unites us.
Tom and his family were invited to have Easter Sunday
lunch at his grandmother's house. Everyone was seated
around the table as the food was being served. When
Tom received his plate he started eating straight away.
'Tom, wait until we say grace,' demanded his father. 'I
don't have to,' the five-year-old replied. 'Of course you
do, Thomas,' his mother insisted rather forcefully. 'We
always say a prayer before eating at our house.' 'That's at
our house,' Tom explained, 'but this is Grandma's house,
and she knows how to cook!'

RING-AROUND


http://www.archbne.org/bzw
http://www.catholicleader.com.au/
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/5JQkC91W7Oio8gES3vsg5?domain=bulimbacatholic.com
http://www.bulimbacatholic.com/

Collect

God of everlasting mercy,

who in the very recurrence of the paschal feast

kindle the faith of the people you have made your own,
increase, we pray, the grace you have bestowed,

that all may grasp and rightly understand

in what font they have been washed,

by whose Spirit they have been reborn,

by whose Blood they have been redeemed.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Amen.



Readings and Commentaries

‘With only two exceptions {the third Sunday of Easter and Ascension Sunday) the gospel reading
throughout the Easter season is taken fram John. The first reading always comes from the Acks of the
Apostles. What varies frem year to year is the source of the second reading: in Year A the first letter
of Peter, in Year B the first letter of lohn, in Year C the book of Revelation.

There is an additional difference on this Sunday. The gospel reading (John 20:19-31) remains the
same each year while the first and second readings vary.

For most of the liturgical year there is an explicit connection between the first reading from the
Hebrew scriptures and the gospel; during seme seasons there is a deliberate link between the second
reading and one or both of the other fwo. Things are different during the Easter season. There is no
formal link between any of the readings but in ene way or another they combine to teach us about life

in the Spirit of the risen Lord. This is the fime of mystageogical catechesis for the newly baptised; the
whole community joins them in exploring the implications of baptism.

A reading frem the Acts of the Apestles
2:42-47

The whole community remained faithful to the
teaching of the apostles, to the brotherhood, to the
breaking of bread and to the prayers.

The many miracles and signs worked through the
apostles made a deep impression on everyone.

The faithful all lived together and owned

everything in commen; they sold their goods and
possassions and shared out the proceeds among
themselves according to what each one needed.

They went as a body to the Temple every day but
met in their houses for the breaking of bread; they
shared their food gladly and generously; they
praised God and were locked up to by everyone.
Day by day the Lord added to their community
those destined to be saved.

First Reading

We start with a snapshot of the early Christian
community in Jerusalem. Luke paints an idyllic
picture of a harmonious, faithful, prayerful and
jeyful community that shared everything “gladly
and generously™.

It is best to see this is as an idealised porfrait,
luke’s sketch of what a Christian community
should lock like. There is evidence elsewhere in
the Acts of the Apostles that this ideal was not
always realised in full. Indeed most of Paul’s
letters were occasioned by reports of serious
problems within the communities he had
founded. However much the reality fell short,
the ideal that luke puts before us is still valid
and powerfully atractive.

The reading should be a delight to proclaim.
Eadh of the four features of the community's life
should be given individual emphasis: the
teaching of the apostles, the brotherhood
[“fellowship™ in the MRESVY), the breaking of
bread, and the prayers. The rest of the reading
elaborates on these. The spiritual power
emanating from the community brought healing
to many, and the joyous sharing of everything in
common attracted others to join them.

Listeners should find themselves moved by the
persuasive appeal of this text.



Respenserial Psalm Ps 117: 2=4, 13-15, 22-24

. Give thanks to the Lord for he is good,
his love is everlasting.

or
F. Allelvia.

Let the sons of lsrasl say:

‘His love has no end.”

Let the sons of Aaron say:

‘His love has no end.”

Let those who fear the Lord say:
‘His love has no end.’ R.

| was thrust, thrust dewn and falling
but the Lord was my helper.

The Lord is my strength and my song;
he was my saviour.

There are shouts of joy and victory
in the tents of the just. E.

The stone which the builders rejected
hos become the corner stone.

This is the work of the Lord,

a marvel in our eyes.

This day was made by the Lord;

we rejoice and are glad. E.

A reading frem the First letter of 58 Peter 1:3—9

Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who in his great mercy has given us a new birth as
his sons, by raising Jesus Christ from the dead, so
that we have a sure hope and the promise of an
inheritance that can never be spoilt or soiled and
never fade away, because it is being kept for you
in the heavens. Through your faith, God's power
will guard you until the salvation which had been
prepared is revealed af the end of time. This is a
cause of great joy for you, even though you may
for a short time have to bear being plagued by all
sorts of trials; so that, when lesus Christ is
revealed, your faith will have been tested and
proved like gold — enly it is more predious than
gold, which is corruptible even thouwgh it bears
testing by fire — and then you will have praise and
glory and honour. You did not see him, yet you
lowe him; and still without sesing him, you are
already filled with a joy so gloricws that it cannot
be described, because you belisve; and you are
sure of the end to which your faith locks forward,
that is, the salvation of your souls.

Respanserial Psalm

As on Easter Sunday both the response and the
verses of the responsorial psalm come from
Psalm 117 /118, This song of thanksgiving for
deliverance from distress was widely vsed by
the early Christian community to interpret Jesus'
death and resurrection.

The response is taken from the very first verse
of the psalm. It is a joyful summeons to give
praise and thanks, enfirely apt for the Easter
season. Because it has two parts to if, the
reader needs to pronounce the end of the first
phrase — “for he is good™ — with an vpward
inflexion so that the congregation does not
begin to repeat the response prematurely. A
brief pouse should follow, to allow the second
phrase — “his love is everlasting” — to be given
its proper attenfion. A glance af the
congregation will help cwve them in for their
responss.

The reader will also need to give clear vocal
and wisval cues to the congregation for the
response to the verses. These are all in six-line
form rather than the more commen four. From
beginning to end the spirit of the psalm is one of
heartfelt praise and thanks.

Secand Reading

Teday’s second reading is the first in a series of
six passages read from the first letter of Peter.
Unlike those of Pauwl, this lefter is not addressed
te a particular Christion community. It seems to
be a circular letter sent around Christian
communities in what is now the north of Turkey.
Whether it was authored by Peter himself or by
a later disciple is unclear. lis ploce and date of
composition are also disputed. It may have
originated in Rome in the second half of the first
cenfury.

The letter is in the form of an exhortafion,
written to support Christians facing social
rejection and opposition because their beliefs
and walues put them of odds with the dominant
culture. The author encouwrages them to have the
courage of their convictions but not to behave in
any unnecessarily provocative ways — a
challenge that remains to this day. Because it
spells out the implications of baptism for
Christian living, it is o most appropriate text for
reading in the Easter season.

This first extroct is also the most difficult. It is an
extended prayer of blessing for the gift of
salvation. The sentences are long and complex.



A reading frem the hely Gospel
20:19-31

In the evening of that same day, the first day of

according fo Jehn

the week, the doors were closed in the room where
the disciples were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came
and stood among them. He said to them, ‘Peace be
with you,” and showed them his hands and his side.
The disciples were filled with joy when they saw
the Lord, and he said to them again, ‘Peace be
with you.

‘As the Father sent me

so am | sending you.’

After saying this he breathed on them and said:

‘Receive the Holy Spirit.
For those whose sins you forgive, they are foergiven;
for those whose sins you retain, they are retained.’

Themas, called the Twin, wheo was one of the
Twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. When
the disciples said, “We have seen the Lord,” he
answered, ‘Unless | see the holes that the nails
made in his hands and can put my finger into the
holes they made, and unless | can put my hand info
hiz side, | refuse to belisve.” Eight days later the
disciples were in the house again and Thomas was
with them. The doocrs were closed, but Jesus came
in and stood among them. ‘Peace be with you,” he
said. Then he spoke to Thomas, ‘Put your finger
here; look, here are my hands. Give me your hand;
put it info my side. Doubt no longer but believe.’
Thomas replied, ‘“My Lord and my God!” Jesws said
to him:

“You believe because you can see me.
Happy are those who hove not seen and yet belisve.”

There were many other signs that lesus worked
and the disciples saw, but they are not recerded in
this book. These are recorded so that you may
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,
and that believing this you may have life through
hiz name.

Second Reading cont...

Readers will need to study them carefully and
rehearse the whole passage aloud several
times. It may help to try and write down the
key thoughts as short units and to put them in a
clear sequence.

This is a reading that cannct be hurried. The
reader’s task is to guide the congregation
threugh this dense text so that they do not get
lost in its forest of phrases. This can only
happen if the reader is cdlear about the core
assertions being made and about what is
additional and explanatory. In spite of the
challenges it presents, this is an inspiring text.

Gaspel

The importance of today's gospel story is shown
by the fact that it led to the original conclusion
of lehn's gospel. The story proper falls into two
parts: the appearance of the risen Lord to the
assembled disciples on the first Easter Day and
hiz appearance before Thomas a week later.

John presents lesus' resurrection, his giving the
Spirit and the commissioning of the disciples in a
single wnified sequence. By contrast, the gospel-
writer Luke infreduces a tfime-span of forty davys
before Jesus' ascension, and fifty days before
the outpouring of the Spirit. Each is
communicating the same profound fruth within a
different theological framework.

The text for today can be subdivided into four
parts. In part one, Jesus appears to the fear-
filled disciples and greets them with peace. This
twofold greeting should be given strong
emphasis. Part two consists of lesus’
commissioning the disciples and breathing out his
Spirit upon them. Part three relates the
encounter between the risen Lord and the
apostle Thomas, culminating in words that
implicate us: “Happy are those who have not
seen and yet believe”. The reading comes to a
climax with the final summary of the gospel's
purpose: “that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God, and that belisving this
you may have life through his name”.

Eadh part should be heard by the congregation
as a distinct unit. The reading as a whole is o
waonderful invitation to renew our faith in Jesus
and to live in the peace and joy of his Spirit.



Concluding Prayers

Almighty and all-merciful God,

lover of the humean race, healer of all cur wounds,
in whom there is no shadow of death,

save us in this time of crisis;

grant wisdom and courage to our leaders;

watch over all medical people

as they tend the sick and work for a cure;

stir in us a sense of solidarity beyond all isolation;
if our doors are dosed, let our hearts be open.

By the power of your love destroy the virus of fear,
that hope may never die

and the light of Easter, the triumph of life,

may shine upon us and the whole world.

Through Jesus Christ, the Lord risen from the dead,
who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

Amen.

Holy Mary, health of the sick, pray for us.
St Joseph, guardian of us dll, pray for us.

(Most Rev. Mark Coleridge, Archbishop of Brisbane)

or

Gracious God,

We give thanks anew for your providence and presence.

We prayerfully seek your grace, amidst COVID-19 here and overseas.
‘We pray for those in need of hecling.

We pray for your peace with those who are anxious or grieving.
We pray you will continue to strengthen and sustain

all those who are serving in response.

We pray for your Holy Spirit’s discermment

amidst the many choices and decisions

tacing our national, community and medical leaders.

We pray we each might see quickly what more we can do

to help those who are vulnerable.

This prayer for our nation in the family of nations,

with all that is on our hearts,

we gather now and pray

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

(Ecumenical prayer from the National Council of Churches. We have been invited to
pray this prayer at 7pm each day.)

@ LITURGY

BRISBANE



FA/'ILY PRIYER

WEEK BY WEEK

“After eight days Jesus came in and
stood among them.”

Something to Think About

Closed doors and locked-in fears are no barriers for
Jesus. He enters our homes and hearts to bring us
peace. Just as he did for the disciples, Jesus sends
us out to build communities of love and forgiveness.

The Story

It was evening on the first day of the week and the disciples were together in a locked room
— they were scared of what the leaders would do to them. Then Jesus appeared among
them, but Thomas was missing. When the other disciples told Thomas that Jesus has been
with them, he did not believe them and became known as ‘doubting Thomas'. Thomas
refused to believe unless he saw Jesus for himself. A week later when the disciples,
including Thomas, were together, Jesus appeared among them. Thomas saw Jesus and
believed that he had risen.

The Scriptures

A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to John 20:19-29

The disciples were afraid and they locked themselves in a room. Suddenly, Jesus appeared in
the middle of the group. He greeted them and showed them his hands and his side. When the
disciples saw the Lord, they became very happy. Jesus said to them, "I am sending you, just
as the Father has sent me.” Then he breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy Spint. If
you forgive anyone's sins, they will be forgiven. But if you don't forgive their sins, they will not
be forgiven.” Although Thomas the Twin was one of the twelve disciples, he was not with the
others when Jesus appeared to them. So they told him, "We have seen the Lord!" But Thomas
said, "First, | must see the nail scars in his hands and touch them with my finger. | must put my
hand where the spear went into his side. | won't believe unless | do this!”

A week later the disciples were together again. This time Thomas was with them. Jesus came
in while the doors were still locked and stood in the middle of the group. He greeted his
disciples and said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and look at my hands! Put your hand into
my side. Stop doubting and have faith!” Thomas replied, "You are my Lord and my God!"
Jesus said, "Thomas, do you have faith because you have seen me? The people who have
faith in me without seeing me are the ones who are really blessed!”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Video
Click to watch the video:

Jesus Appears to Thomas




THINGS TO DO THIS WEEK

Mealtime Prayer

Family Discussion

What are some things you believe because you have seen them?

What are some things you believe without having seen them?

Faith asks us to believe things we cannot see for ourselves.

Take tums to talk about the people who have helped build your faith in Jesus.

Family Activity

White thank you letters to the people who have helped build your faith in
Jesus e.g. parents, grandparents, godparents, sponsors, priests,
teachers, friends.

Remember these people in your family prayer this week.

Images from Unsplash.com and Pixabay. com. Used under icenceiwth permission.
Contemporary English Version of Scripture extracts provided under licence from ICEL to Laurgy Brisbane.



L didn't believe what Yuto told me
about his _S_Eom.
He said he'd been to bisneyland.

Could i smo=¢ be true?
Then he showed me his photos.
YES. It was true!

In this space, make a drawing with a white wax crayon.
You can't see it. Now paint over it with water colour.

THOMAS DIDN'T BELIEVE
THE OTHER APOSTLES
WHEN THEY TOLD HIM

THEY HAD SEEN JESUS.

BUT THEN, A WEEK
LATER, HE TOO SAW
JESUS AND THEN HE

BELIEVED!

HE SAID: YES, YOU ARE
MY LORD AND MY GOD!

EASTER 2 = YEAR A
@ Liturgy Brishane 2019
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