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1st January 2012 (Year B)
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Mary, the Holy Mother of God
	A CHRISTMAS CAROL 

I

The shepherds went their hasty way,
And found the lowly stable-shed 
Where the Virgin-Mother lay:
And now they checked their eager tread,
For to the Babe, that at her bosom clung,
A Mother's song the Virgin-Mother sung. 

II
They told her how a glorious light,
Streaming from a heavenly throng.
Around them shone, suspending night!
While sweeter than a mother's song,
Blest Angels heralded the Saviour's birth,
Glory to God on high! and Peace on Earth. 

III
She listened to the tale divine,
And closer still the Babe she pressed:
And while she cried, the Babe is mine!
The milk rushed faster to her breast:
Joy rose within her, like a summer's morn;
Peace, Peace on Earth! the Prince of Peace is born. 

IV
Thou Mother of the Prince of Peace,
Poor, simple, and of low estate!
That strife should vanish, battle cease,
O why should this thy soul elate?
Sweet Music's loudest note, the Poet's story,-
Didst thou ne'er love to hear of fame and glory? 

 
	by Samuel Taylor Coleridge
V
And is not War a youthful king,
A stately Hero clad in mail?
Beneath his footsteps laurels spring;
Him Earth's majestic monarchs hail 
Their friends, their playmate and his bold bright eye 
Compels the maiden's love-confessing sigh. 

VI
Tell this in some more courtly scene,
To maids and youths in robes of state!
I am a woman poor and mean,
And wherefore is my soul elate.
War is a ruffian, all with guilt defiled,
That from the aged father's tears his child! 

VII
A murderous fiend, by fiends adored,
He kills the sire and starves the son;
The husband kills, and from her board 
Steals all his widow's toil had won;
Plunders God's world of beauty; rends away 
All safety from the night, all comfort from the day. 

VIII
Then wisely is my soul elate,
That strife should vanish, battle cease:
I'm poor and of low estate,
The Mother of the Prince of Peace. 
Joy rises in me, like a summer's morn:
Peace, Peace on Earth! The Prince of Peace is born!
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[image: image6.wmf]I thought this poem would be good to read today because, within the context of Christmas, it focuses on the Virgin Mary and the theme of Peace.  This year, with Mary Mother on a Sunday we can emphasise her role in the Christmas story.  New Year’s Day is also the World Day of Peace which also has a higher profile in our parish prayer because it falls on a Sunday.  HAPPY NEW YEAR TO YOU ALL.  




Please remember the sick of our Parish – Pina Thomas, June Porter, Mike Witham, Jennifer Hogan, Bill [image: image7.png]PRAYER
REQUESTS



Hanley, Mary Schwede, Lorna Bates, James Bates, Matilda Cumner, Ev Howse, Carmen Turner, Helen Connelly, Marie Gifford, Daphne Hobson, Bette Ferguson, Miriam Stibbe, Josie Goodwin, Brian Trainer, Elma Leach.
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DATE CLAIMERS 2011 and 2012
Monday 16 January
School Office reopens.

Thursday 2 February
Playgroup recommences.
Monday 6 February
Italian Rosary Group recommences

Thursday 9 February
Parents Workshop for Sacrament of Penance for children 7:30pm in the Hall.

Friday 10 February
Parents Workshop for Sacrament of Penance for children 9:30am in the Hall
PASTORAL MINISTRIES – Thank you to all those who have contributed in our parish over the last year.
Visitation/Communion to the sick and elderly in their homes

Transport to Sunday Mass for those in need of assistance. 

Hospitality volunteers for parish morning teas and functions.

Welcome and evangelisation contact with new parishioners.

St Vincent de Paul practical help to the needy during 2010
Casserole Bank organisers and cooks who donate meals.

Bereavement Ministry providing support for families with funerals and catering for special morning teas.

Playgroup bringing parents/carers together for social contact. 
Youth Ministry for young people to participate in parish life.

Parish Pastoral Council supporting all areas of parish life.

Parish Finance Council overseeing parish expenditure.

Liturgical Ministers preparing and participating in all celebrations in the parish: readers, servers, communion ministers, musicians/singers, sacristans, decorators, collectors

Catechists for education programs in Parish state schools. 

Sacramental Preparation Team - children and adults celebrating sacraments for the first time.

Christian Initiation of Adults: leaders, catechists and sponsors.

Baptism Preparation helping parents of children being baptised.

Social Justice Group developing awareness of the social dimensions of the gospel message.

Christmas Carols Committee: planning and organisation of this large community event.

Sts Peter and Paul’s Primary School staff, parents and friends providing education for our children.
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Don’t Forget the POOR BOX which supports the work of the St Vincent de Paul Society for the needy in our area.  Collection boxes at the church doors.

SUPPORT YOUR PARISH – Our pastoral needs are great.  You can help.  Join our planned giving program and be part of our regular work for Christ.  Collect a brochure near the church door.
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VOCATION VIEW– The Old Law said that every first born mail shall be dedicated to the Lord.  Is there a priest, deacon, brother, or sister from your family?  Now is the time for families to encourage a vocation!  To speak to someone about your vocation please contact the Vocations Office on 3336 9203.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CHECK OUT THE PARISH WEBSITE

www.bulimbacatholic.com
GET THE PARISH NEWSLETTER ONLINE
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ST VINCENT DE PAUL - CHRISTMAS TREE PRESENTS: Thank you to all the parishioners who donated to the Christmas Tree gift appeal this year which supported 80 children in our local area.  Your generosity was wonderful.  

SPECIAL THANKS to all those who helped to make our Christmas celebrations so special: those who donated cakes and those who prepared them especially all our “little volunteers”, the helpers who served hospitality after each Mass, those who assisted with the welcome, and all the liturgical ministers who took part in the Masses.  If you have any comments on our Christmas Masses or ideas for next year, they would be most welcome.
CHRISTMAS CAROL photos are at the back of the church, thanks to Dina Nardone.  Relive a good night!
[image: image12.wmf]MINISTRY IN THE NEW YEAR – Now is the time to consider how you will take part in the life of the parish in the coming year. Invitation to ministry forms are available near the church doors.  Or contact the parish office.

POPE'S THREE CHRISTMAS WISHES
Having lit the largest Christmas tree in the world (the tree is located on a hillside in Gubbio, Italy) on December 7, Benedict XVI made three wishes:

1. 'That our gaze, that of our minds and our hearts, not rest only on the horizon of this world, on its material things, but that like this tree it be directed up toward God. God never forgets us but He also asks that we don't forget Him. 

2. 'That we recall that we also need a light to illumine the path of our lives. But what light? It is the Child whom we contemplate on Christmas, in a poor and humble manger, because He is the Lord who draws near to each of us and asks that we receive Him anew in our lives. 

3. 'That each of us contribute something of that light to the spheres in which we live: our families, our jobs, our neighbourhoods, towns, and cities. That each of us be a light for those who are at our sides; that we leave aside selfishness, that we pay greater attention to others, and love them more.' 

HOLIDAY TRAVEL  I have been in many places, but I've never been in Cahoots. Apparently, you can't go alone. You have to be in Cahoots with someone.   I've also never been in Cognito.  I hear no one recognizes you there.   I have, however, been in Sane. They don't have an airport; you have to be driven there. I have made several trips there, thanks to my friends, family and work.    I would like to go to Conclusions, but you have to jump, and I'm not too much on physical activity anymore.   I have also been in Doubt.   That is a sad place to go, and I try not to visit there too often.   I've been in Flexible, but only when it was very important to stand firm.   Sometimes I'm in Capable,   and I go there more often as I'm getting older.   One of my favourite places to be is in Suspense! It really gets the adrenalin flowing and pumps up the old heart! At my age I need all the stimuli I can get!   And, sometimes I think I am in Vincible but life shows me I am not! 
NO PARKING please on brick pavement in front of the church.
Parish Rosters

Next weekend Masses

Readers, Communion Ministers, Sacristans and Altar Servers

Team 2- please arrange substitute if not available.

Hospitality Roster

13 January 2012 – Sita Prendeville, Joan and Ken Hyams.
29 January 2012 – Kate Drew, Susana Morisaki, Sonya Strutton.
Casserole Bank Roster

Group 1 – Please contact Barb Daley
	+Liturgy this Week  2 January – 8 January 2012
September 2011

	MONDAY
	9:00am
	Sts Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen
	Mass

	TUESDAY
	-
	
	

	WEDNESDAY
	7:00pm
	
	Mass

	THURSDAY
	9:00am
	
	Mass

	FRIDAY
	8:00am
	
	Mass

	SATURDAY
	9:00am
	
	Mass

	SUNDAY
	    6:00pm (Sat); 8:00am; 6:00pm
	Mass: The Epiphany of the Lord.

	
	Readings – Isaiah 60:1-6    Ephesians 3:2-3 5-6    Matthew 2:1-12

	OTHER LITURGY AND PRAYER

	RECONCILIATION
	Saturday at 9:30am and 5:00pm

	MEDITATION
	Tuesday at 7:00pm (Lourdes Hill Convent) and Wednesday at 9:30am (Parish Hall)

	ROSARY for peace
	Saturday before the 9:00am Mass

	ANGELUS for vocations
	Friday and Saturday before Mass


ENTRANCE HYMN
THE WONDERS THE LORD HAS DONE

Frank Andersen MSC

Long before the earth your name was Mary!

Born from deep within God’s memory!

Fashioned by the finger of God’s wisdom.

A burning sun within a world of sin!

In your heart the message was implanted.

A word of hope God had longed to send!
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Nourished by your prayer and in the Spirit.

You gave birth to God in Bethlehem!

So sing to the Lord with all your heart!

Praise God, praise God today!

The wonders God had done for you

Speak to me of God’s ways!
Through your heart a sword will pass in sorrow

Opening a mother’s tenderness!

Showing us the courage of a woman

Standing with her son in emptiness!

In your life we see God’s faithful servant

Confidence burns bright within your heart!

You have walked beneath the cloud of knowing!

Hand of God himself has touched your heart!

PRINTED WITH PERMISSION.  COPYRIGHT LICENCE NO. 1195.
Lamb of God
Lamb of God; Lamb of God, 
You take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God

Lamb of God; Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. Lamb of God

Lamb of God; Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world grant us, grant us peace. 
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COMMUNION HYMNS
THE EUCHARIST SONG

Fr Frank Anderson MSC

This is My Body, take now and share!

Deep in the memory of my own prayer.

This is My Blood, come drink and live!

In all completeness this power I give.

You are my people, my chosen friends,

Come share the Spirit My Father sends.

And hold within you, in constant hope,

My peaceful presence, gift of my heart.

Printed With Permission. (Copyright Licence No. 1195.)
THIS BLESSING CUP
This blessing cup is our communion in the Blood of Christ!

Each time you drink this cup you proclaim his death until he comes!

How I repay the Lord for His goodness to me?

The Cup of Salvation I will raise and call on his name!

Father please hear my prayer! May this chalice pass by!

But if you want that I should drink your will be done!

To you I give my heart! You are Father to me!

And I will live within your house! Strong in your love!

Printed With Permission. (Copyright Licence No. 1195.)
RECESSIONAL HYMN
MY SOUL IS JOYFUL
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My soul is joyful; my spirit is glad!

Yahweh is my Saviour! He is my Lord! 
Deep is His mercy, gentle are His ways!

He has filled me with gladness all my days!

I am His servant; He is truly my God!

I will serve Him for ever; strong in His love!

From this day onward all people will see

God has fashioned His handmaid

God lives in me!

Printed With Permission.  Copyright Licence No. 1195.
( TOM ELICH parish priest ( MARY RANDLE sgs pastoral associate ( HELEN PRICE and PAM LONG parish secretaries ( ANN-MAREE NICHOLLS sgs school principal (
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM:


May God bless us in His mercy


GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:


Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! In the past God spoke to our fathers through the prophets; now he speaks to us through his Son.  Now he speaks to us through his Son.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!


Numbers 6:22-27    


Galatians 4:4-7    Luke 2:16-21
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Please pray for our departed loved ones, especially for Michele Phipps, Yvonne Watt, Sr Theola Slattery sgs, Sr Rosa Cunningham sgs, Sr Patricia Bourke sgs, Gloria O’Rourke, Brian Hill, Graeme Lancaster, Maureen Lancaster and Patsy Regan recently deceased and also for Arthur and Mavis Wilson, Patrick and Eve Long, John Fletcher, Alexander Mullen, Peter Alexander Mullen, Jack Tannock, Marie, Percy, Keith and Phyllis Thatcher, Gertie and Jack Gamble, Norman Timmins, Katie Timmins, Norman Timmins Jnr, Daniel Timmins, Patrick Boyle, Karen Baker, Mike West,  Alf Pearcy, Dorethea Piper, Roy Jones, George and Mary Allen.
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