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The Nativity of the Lord
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A NEW MEANING FOR THE MANGER

[image: image4.emf]To acknowledge advancing age is to acknowledge weakness, and to acknowledge weakness is to acknowledge death.  I'm not being very good about it.  I never want to see or taste another clear liquid, unless it is served in a martini glass and garnished with an olive.  I do not want to be in bed.  I want to be in charge.

That's what I'm thinking about each time I pass the Christmas crib. There is the bed of straw bearing the baby on Christmas Eve.  I have always seen it as a crib or bassinet, that happiest of beds, made up with the highest of hopes.  Now I see it as a sickbed, that place from which we hope, and long, to rise.  The one who lies in a sickbed must relinquish power and privacy and will.  The one who lies in a sickbed must accept the care of others.  No, you have to drink this. Take this. Get up and walk. Lie down and sleep. Let me look.  They are orders given kindly, for one's own good, but they are still orders.

I wonder again at God-made-flesh, at the One who created the universe, the One who raised the mountains and filled the seas, lying prone and helpless on a bed of barn straw.  Did he know he was helpless to clean himself, that he had to wait for someone to notice the dampness and the odour and come to his aid?  Did he know that he could, and would, eat only if someone heard his cry and responded?  Did he know he would eat only what others chose to feed him?  That he could change positions only if someone chose to move him?  Did he know that he would be taken up without consultation and removed to Egypt, a land of his own making, but not, in his weakness, of his own choosing?

We reflect at Easter time on the debasement of the cross, but what of the humiliation of the crib?  I wonder again that the Lord of the Universe would, in his coming to earth and his going from it, share all our deaths, all the little ones leading to that final breath, the last closing of our eyes.

Now I learn I need a second surgery.  This problem, while inconvenient, is not urgent.  That surgery will have to wait.  I will have to live with the discomfort while I wait.  I am being taken to a country I do not know, a country I did not choose.  I am a stranger there.  But Jesus goes with me.  We will cross the border into Egypt together.

Melissa Musick Nussbaum, columnist for NCR
Please remember the sick of our Parish – Pina [image: image5.png]PRAYER
REQUESTS



Thomas, June Porter, Mike Witham, Jennifer Hogan, Bill Hanley, Mary Schwede, Lorna Bates, James Bates, Matilda Cumner, Ev Howse, Carmen Turner, Helen Connelly, Marie Gifford, Daphne Hobson, Bette Ferguson, Miriam Stibbe, Josie Goodwin, Brian Trainer, Elma Leach.
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DATE CLAIMERS 2011 and 2012
Monday 16 January
School Office reopens

Thursday 2 February
Playgroup recommences.
Monday 6 February
Italian Rosary Group recommences

Thursday 9 February
Parents Workshop for Sacrament of Penance for children 7:30pm in the Hall.

Friday 10 February
Parents Workshop for Sacrament of Penance for children 9:30am in the Hall
THANK YOU AND CONGRATULATIONS to all those who organised and took part in the wonderful CHRISTMAS CAROLS on Wednesday night.  Check out the photos on our website.  It was a great success and a powerful witness to the Christmas mystery.  WELL DONE.

WEEKDAY MASSES AFTER CHRISTMAS – as usual except – Monday (Boxing Day) 9am and Monday (2 January). The Parish Office will be open Friday 30 December only.

THANK YOU to Adela White and George Danen for the wonderful new nativity crib display in the church.
VOCATION VIEW– Christmas the promised fulfilled.  God comes to dwell among his people. Before the Second Coming of Jesus, the world needs people like you to continue His work.  Are you ready?  To speak to someone about your vocation, please contact the Vocations Office on 3336 9203.
NO PARKING please on brick pavement in front of the church.
Parish Rosters

Next weekend Masses

Readers, Communion Ministers, Sacristans and Altar Servers

Team 1- please arrange substitute if not available.

Hospitality Roster

13 January 2012 – Sita Prendeville, Joan and Ken Hyams.
29 January 2012 – Kate Drew, Susana Morisaki, Sonya Strutton.
Casserole Bank Roster

Group 4 – Please contact Louise Pierce
HAVE A LOOK AT THE PARISH WEBSITE

www.bulimbacatholic.com
GET THE PARISH NEWSLETTER ONLINE


ENTRANCE HYMN     O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL
O come all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem.

Come and behold him, born the King of angels:

O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him,

O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord.


A virgin his Mother; God of God she beareth, 


Beareth the light who doth from light proceed.


True, uncreated, from all time begotten.


O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him,


O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;

Glory to God, in the highest.

O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him,

O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord.
PRINTED WITH PERMISSION.  COPYRIGHT LICENCE NO. 1195.
[image: image7.wmf]Introductory Rite Response: And with your spirit.

Gloria
     Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 

peace to people of good will.

 We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great glory. 

Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away the sins of the world, 

have mercy on us; 

you take away the sins of the world,  receive our prayer;

 you are seated at the right hand of the Father,

 have mercy on us

 For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,

 in the glory of God the Father.  Amen

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God,

The Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, Born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into hell; on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;

from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church,

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen

Readings
Isaiah 9:1-7    Titus 2:11-14     Luke 2:1-20
Responsorial Psalm:
Today is born our Saviour, Christ our saving Lord.
Gospel Acclamation:   Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! Good news and great joy to all the world; good news and great joy for today is born our Saviour, Christ, the Lord.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Preface Dialogue:  May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise and glory of his name, for our good and the good of all his holy Church.
Responses:” 
And with your spirit

We lift them up to the Lord.

It is right and just.

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.
Memorial Acclamation:    We proclaim your death, O Lord 

 and profess your Resurrection until you come again.
	+Liturgy this Week  26 December 2011 – 1 January 2012
September 2011

	MONDAY
	9:00am
	St Stephen
	Mass

	TUESDAY
	-
	St John
	

	WEDNESDAY
	7:00pm
	The Holy Innocents
	Mass

	THURSDAY
	9.00am
	
	Mass

	FRIDAY
	8.00am
	The Holy Family
	Mass

	SATURDAY
	9:00am
	
	Mass

	SUNDAY
	    6:00pm (Sat); 8:00am; 6:00pm
	Mass: Mary, the Holy Mother of God.

	
	Readings – Numbers 6:22-27    Galatians 4:4-7     Luke 2:16-21

	OTHER LITURGY AND PRAYER

	RECONCILIATION
	Saturday at 9:30am and 5:00pm

	MEDITATION
	Tuesday at 7:00pm (Lourdes Hill Convent) and Wednesday at 9:30am (Parish Hall)

	ROSARY for peace
	Saturday before the 9:00am Mass

	ANGELUS for vocations
	Friday and Saturday before Mass


Sign of Peace Response
And with your spirit.

Lamb of God
Lamb of God; Lamb of God, 
You take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God

Lamb of God; Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. Lamb of God

Lamb of God; Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world grant us, grant us peace.
Lord I am not worthy

That you should enter under my roof,

But only say the word

And my soul shall be healed.
COMMUNION HYMNS
TABLE OF PLENTY

CHORUS
Come to the feast of heaven and earth!

Come to the table of plenty!

God will provide for all that we need,

Here at the table of plenty.

O come and sit at my table where saints and sinners are friends

I wait to welcome the lost and lonely to share the cup of my love
CHORUS

O come and eat without money: Come to drink without price

My feast of gladness will feed your spirit with faith & fullness of life

CHORUS

My bread will ever sustain you through days of sorrow and woe

My wine will flow like a sea of gladness to flood 

The depths of your soul.

CHORUS

Your fields will flower in fullness; your homes will flourish in peace

For I, the giver of home and harvest, 
Will send my rain on the soil. 


 CHORUS

Printed With Permission. (Copyright Licence No. 1195.)
WHAT CHILD IS THIS

What child is this, who laid to rest, on Mary's lap is sleeping?

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, 
while shepherds watch are keeping?

REFRAIN
This, this is Christ the King, 


Whom shepherds guard and angels sing,



Haste, haste to bring him laud, 
[image: image8.png]




The babe, the son of Mary

Why lies he in such mean estate, 
Where ox and ass are feeding?

Good Christian, fear, for sinners here, 
The silent Word is pleading.


REFRAIN
So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; 
Come peasant, king, to own Him;

The King of Kings, salvation brings, 
Let loving hearts enthrone him.


REFRAIN
Printed With Permission. (Copyright Licence No. 1195.)

ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH
Angels we have heard on high, 
Sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply, 
Echoing their joyous strains:
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Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Shepherds why this jubilee, 
Why your songs of happy cheer?  

What great brightness did you see, 
What glad tidings did you hear?

Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Come to Bethlehem and see, 
Him whose birth the angels sing;  

Come; adore on bended knee, 
Christ the Lord, the new-born King.

Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Printed With Permission.  Copyright Licence No. 1195.
Concluding Rite Response
And with your spirit.

RECESSIONAL HYMN
JOY TO THE WORLD   
G.F.Handel

Joy to the world!  The Lord is come!

Let earth receive her king! 
Let every heart – prepare Him room

And heav’n and nature sing! And heav’n and nature sing;

And heav’n and heav’n and nature sing.

Joy to the world! The Saviour reigns!

Let men their songs employ;

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains

Repeat the sounding joy; repeat the sounding joy;

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness,

And wonders of His love; and wonders of His love;

And wonders, wonders of His love.

Printed With Permission.  Copyright Licence No. 1195.
( TOM ELICH parish priest ( MARY RANDLE sgs pastoral associate ( HELEN PRICE and PAM LONG parish secretaries ( ANN-MAREE NICHOLLS sgs school principal (





To members of the parish, their families and all visitors


CHRISTMAS is a time of special joy,


a celebration and feasting with family and friends.  It is also a time to recognise God’s love breaking into our lives.  We give thanks for all the blessings we have received this year.  WISHING YOU ALL EVERY JOY AND HAPPINESS FOR CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR.
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Please pray for our departed loved ones, especially for Sr Theola Slattery sgs, Sr Rosa Cunningham sgs, Sr Patricia Bourke sgs, Gloria O’Rourke, Brian Hill, Graeme Lancaster, Maureen Lancaster and Patsy Regan recently deceased and also for Arthur and Mavis Wilson, Patrick and Eve Long, John Fletcher, Alexander Mullen, Peter Alexander Mullen, Jack Tannock, Marie, Percy, Keith and Phyllis Thatcher, Gertie and Jack Gamble, Norman Timmins, Katie Timmins, Norman Timmins Jnr, Daniel Timmins, Patrick Boyle, Karen Baker, Mike West, Alf Pearcy, Dorethea Piper, Roy Jones, Marie Horn, Marta Stefanski, Jill Hoare, Audrey Hackett, Joyce Currie, Claire McMahon, Robert Johnston, Charlotte Kirjan, Greta Wellington, Lina Fonoti, Maureen Tierney, Peter Hilton, Maureen Lacey, Sr Ellen Cranitch, Merle Davidson, Andrew Hodge, Rosa Trojanowska, Kevin Don, Stan Uscinski, Geraldine Gunton, Margery Howse, Francis Hackett, Peter Jeanes, Wally Elliott, Leonie Meagher, Nabil Gazal, George and Mary Allen.
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